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MKXICO,  lociiteil  as  it  is  iu  the  center  of  u 
wealthy  agi-ieultural  region,  has  .steadily 
risen  in  inipurtanee  until  toiliiy  it  is  one  of 
the  prettiest  ami  most  thriving  villages  of  Oswego 
county. 

Its  citizens  point  with  a  just  |)ri(h'  to  it.s  tine 
churches,  hotels,  schools,  mills,  stores,  creaniei-y 
and  canning  factory;  its  machine  and  w:i.i;cin 
shops. 

And  (specially  ai'e  its  citizens  proud  of  tlu'ir 
well  ijaved  streets  and  the  large  amount  of  cement 
sidewalks  that  attrac-t  the  attention  and  elicit  the 
unfeigned  admiration  of  all  visitors  to  this  beauti- 
ful village. 

I5ut  when'  Mexico,  the  lovliesf  village  of  the 
nortli,  excels,  is  in  her  beautiful  modern  homes 
and  their  clean,  orderly  a:id  attractive  environ- 
ments, together  with  an  almndance  of  foliage  and 
shrubbery — in  fact  the  arboreal  beauty  of  this  en- 
ticing placi'  should  give  to  it  the  designation, 
indeed  most  apjiropriate,  of  Arbor  Village. 

Her  resident.s  include  a  large  class  of  ))eople 
well  known  in  Society  of  Central  New  York. 
They  are,  as  the  rule,  jjeople  who  have  iirospered 
and   are    well  iirovidcMl    with  this  world's  go(.ds. 


^fanv  of  them  are  retired  from  active  business 
life,  wlio.se  children — the  men  and  womi'U  of  the 
future — are  getting  the  best  of  inodenii'ducutional 
facilities. 

For  many  year's  Mexico  village,  a  center  of  re- 
finement, has  been  a  leader  among  the  villages  of 
O.swego  county  iu  education.  The  academy, 
founded  in  the  beginning  of  the  husl  century,  has 
sent  to  all  ]).irts  of  this  country  the  gnaluates  from 
her  class  rooms,  who  have  distinguished  llii'iii- 
selves  in  many  high  walks  in  life  and  reflected 
credit  on  llii'ir  alma  mater  and  the  village  of  their 
youth. 

ft  was  here  that  ;in  ollieer  in  the  United  States 
army. Col,  Hichard.s.  whose  home  is  in  this  village, 
came  under  authority  of  the  war  de])artiiient,  a 
lew  years  ago,  and  established  and  conducted  a 
military  school,  which,  until  it  was  succeeded  by 
the  ])reseut  public  school,  was  cal'ried  on  in  an 
admirable  and  intelligent  manner. 

The  region  which  contributes  to  the  prosperity 
of  Mexico  consi.sts  of  .s]ilendid  farms  and  an  intel- 
ligent agricultural  commniiity,  The  roads  in  the 
town,  itself,  as  well  as  the  \illage,  are  ki'pt  in 
good  condition. 
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Mexico  is  a  station  ou  the  Oswego  and  Richland 
In-ancli  of  tlie  R.  W.  &  O.  I'aih'oad  system,  leas- 
ed by  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River 
railroad.  It  is  9  miles  west  of  Pulaski  and  If! 
mOea  east  of  Oswego,  situated  but  .3  miles  from 
Lake  Ontario  at  the  forks  of  a  stream  which 
empties  into  the  lake  at  Mexico  Point,  and  45 
miles  (by  rail)  north  of  Syracuse. 

HISTORY  OF  MEXICO 


[t.   W.   SKlNNEIi] 

The  town  of  Mexico,  once  the  largest  of  towns 
[See  "Mexico  Mother  of  Towns"  on  another  page] 
is  now  I'educed  to  Townshi))  No.  '20  of  Scriba's 
Patent  and  a  small  portion  of  Townshijis  Nos.  19 
and  21.  and  contains  2S,217  acres  of  land. 


1798,  when  by  the  loss  of  their  ve.ssel,  seven  strong 
men,  heads  of  families,  were  drowned  near  Mexico 
Point,  had  a  dejiressing  influence  on  the  early 
settlers  and  the  number  of  families  dwindled  to 
.«ix.  No  other  vessel  was  built  there;  Vmt  the  store 
and  mill  remained,  and  in  a  later  year,  it  was 
stated,more  goods  were  sold  there  than  at  Oswego 
or  Utica.  The  eai'ly  settlers  located  along  Scriba's 
road  and  this  was  their  most  convenient  trading 
jioint.  It  finally  became  the  I'esort  of  successful 
smugglers  ami  ti-adition  implicates  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  in  that  illegal  traffic. 
Nathaniel  Rood  was  the  first  white  settler  inside 
the  corjiovatioii  limits  of  Mexico  village,  and  his 
son,  Truman  Rood,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  this  town.  Nathaniel  was  one  of  the  victims 
of  the  lake  disaster,  and  Truman  died  at  (lolosse 
in  LS77. 

In  the  year  1S04  there    was   a   large  inHux    of 


Dunwick,  Photo. 


.MAIN  f^TKEET,  \VE^T  FHl  IM  .1  EFFER.'^nX  STREET. 


The  first  road  was  one  opened  by  Mr.  Scriba  in 
1795,  from  what  is  now  Mexico  Point  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Constantia.  Mr.  Scriba  received  his  patent 
Dec,  1794,  and  the  land  was  surveyed  into  town- 
ships. The  first  settlement  in  the  town  was  made 
in  179.5,  the  same  year  that  great  road  was  opened. 

Calvin  Titi'any  and  Phineas  Davis  became  resi- 
dents of  the  town,  Jan.  20,  1799.  They  moved 
from  Connecticut  on  a  sled  drawn  by  two  yoke  of 
oxen  and  for  a  year  occupied  jouitly  a  single  log 
cabin.  Mr.  Tiffany  settled  on  the  above  named 
road  on  Lot  No.  55  and  opened  his  hon.se  as  a 
tavern  near  the  present  Dewey  cheese  factory. 
Here  was  held  the  first  town  meeting  ami  the  fir.st 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Oswego 
county :  and  many  of  the  early  religious  services 
were  held  there. 

Mr.  Davis  settled  in  the  bounds  of  the  present 
village  and  died  in  1844.     The  great  calamity  of 


settler.s,  aud  among  them  were  Asa  Beebe,  .Toel 
Savage,  Joseph  Lamb,  Peter  Pratt,  Noah  Smith, 
Oliver  Richardson,  Leonard  Ames,  Solomon  H)uit- 
ington  and  others.  Asa  Beebe  became  a  jjromi- 
nent  business  man  of  the  village  of  Mexico. 
Oliver  Richardson  was  the  father  of  Alvin  and 
John  M.  Richardson,  the  latter  of  whom  became 
member  of  assembly  from  this  county.  Solomon 
Huntington  settled  near  Union  Square  in  this 
town  aud  erected  a  tavern  which  he  kept  during 
the  war  of  1812.  He  came  from  Connecticut  and 
as  slavery  had  not  Vieen  abolished  in  that  state  or  in 
New  York  he  brought  with  him  a  young  colored  boy 
about  16  years  of  age,  whom  he  owned  as  a  slave 
and  treated  with  great  kindness  until  he  died  a 
few  years  later  and  was  buried  ou  the  family  bm'ial 
lot  in  the  Union  Square  cemetery. 

The  village  of  Colosse  in  this  town  at  an  early 
date  was  a  very  prosperous  place  of  business  and 
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ii  great  rival  of  the  village  of  Mexico.  The  post- 
office  at  Colosse  was  oue  of  the  first  in  the  county, 
it  lieing  on  the  old  mail  route  between  Syracuse 
:inil  Watertown,  and  on  the  mail  ronte  to  Camden. 
The  mail  was  carried  each  way  once  a  week  by 
Dexter  Hf)ward,  on  horseback.  Colosse  also  had 
the  first  cheese  factory  in  the  county.  The  Bap- 
tist church  built  there  in  1S20  was  the  first  ehnrch 
in  town  and  the  first  Baptist  church  in  the  county- 
Afterwards,  when  Jlexico  village  took  the  lead, 
many  of  the  l)usiness  men  of  Colosse  c^anie  to 
Mexico,  among  whom  were  Heurv  and  Charles 
Wel)l>  and  Dr.  G.  A.  Dayton. 

Mexico  village  was  originally  called  Mexicoville 
and  Nathaniel  Rood  was  the  first  settler.  In  1812 
there  were  only  seven  liouses.  The  first  frame 
house  was  liuilt  by  Shubal  Alfred  and  liis  house 
and  barn  were  both  used 
at  different  times  for 
school  purposes.  The 
house  was  the  place  where 
the  Masons  lieM  their 
first  meeting. 

The  first  mill  for  gi'ind- 
ing  grain  was  biiilt  by 
John  Morton,  wlio  was 
succeeded  liy  M.  Whitney 
and  Dennis  Peek.  Wil- 
liam S.  Fitcli  ke])tthe  first 
store  and  Mr.  Whitney 
the  first  hotel;  Bazaleel 
Thayer  tlie  first  canliug 
and  dotli  dressing  mill 
and  John  Wood  the  first 
tannery. 

The  town  of  Mexico  ha.s 
been  honored  with  a 
good  share  of  state  and 
county  offices.  10 lias 
Brewster,  of  I'rattham, 
was  the  first  surrogate,  in 
181fi;  Petor  Pratt,  of 
Prattham,  wastlie  second 
sheritr,  in  iHl'.t;  the  otiier       i)„„wlek,  l-hut,, 


sheriffs  from  the  town 
were  Alvin  Lawrence  and 
Edwin  L.  Huntington. 
The  county  judges  have 
licen  .Vveiy  Skinner,Orla 
II.  Wliitni'y  and  ^laurice 
li.  Wright.  Tli<^  surro- 
u;ates  from  this  town 
alter  ^Ii-.  Biewsler  were 
.losc]ih  Torrev,  Orville 
Uobiiisoii,  Orla  H.  Whit- 
ney andTiiiiotliyW.Skin- 
iirv.  Till'  members  of 
assembly  were  Orville 
l{(ibinson..Vvery  Sldnuer, 
Luke  |).  Smith,  Leonard 
Ames,  Dewitt  C.  Peck, 
.\lvin  Ilichards(m  and 
.lolin  'SI.  Richardson. 

George  (i.  French  was 
district  attorney  and 
Dewitt  C.  Peck,'AV.  S. 
(ioodell,  John  W.  Ladd 
and  Ida  Grittin  were 
school  commissioners. 
Dr.  Gilson  .\. Dayton  was 
state  canal  auditor  and 
.\verv  Skinner  was  state  senator  and  a  membi'r  of 
the  stat€"court  for  the  correction  of  errors,"which, 
under  the  old  constitution  Wiis  aualagous  to  the 
present  coiu't  of  apj)eals.  Mexico  being  the  geo- 
grajiliical  center  of  tlie  county  all  the  county  cim- 
ventions  of  Ixith  jiiilitical  partii's  were  always  held 
in  this  town  until  a  few  years  a^o  wlieu,  in  C(m.se- 
cpience  of  the  convenience  of  railroads  the  con- 
ventions have  met  at  Oswego  and  Pulaslii. 

Mexico,  Mother  of  Towns. -The  grandeur  of 
the  domains  of  the  town  of  Me.xieo,  end)raced  in 
the  boundaries  ])resented  by  the  legi.slature  in 
]7i(2  and  rearranged  in  171>(),  can  best  be  ap]ire- 
eiated  by  glancing  at  a  modern  map  and  taking  an 
inventory  of  the  remarkably  great  nundier  of  civil 
divisions — counties,  parts  of  counties  and  towns — 
whicli  have  been  carved  therefrom. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  Mexico  has  faii'ly  earned 
the  clistiuction  of  "Mother  of  Towns."  Xot  only 
that,  but  the  most  fertile  acres,  the  most  historic 
localities  and  to-day  the  most  poinilar  section  of 
Central  New  York  was  fli'st  comprised  in  the  town 
of  Mexico. 

The  orginal  town,  erected  in  1792,  extended  in 
the  greatest  dii'ection  to  the  north  and  sonth,  with 
a  coast  hue  on  Lake  Ontario  of  a1)Oiit  thirty  miles 
and  I'eaching  ahnost  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 
Four  years  later,  the  legislature  deeming  a  re- 
adjustment of  its  boundaries  necessary  to  l)ptter 
iicconimodate  the  several  groups  of  settlements  for 
the  ])urpose  of  civil  government,  elongated  the 
town  to  the  east  and  west,addingtwenty-iive  miles 
of  lake  shore  in  the  east  and  cutting  oli'  all  west  of 
the  Oswego  river.  This  netted  Mexico  forty-tive 
miles  of  lake  coast,  more  than  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania ])ossesses  on  Lake  Erie  or  New  Hamp- 
shire on  the  Atlantic.  At 
the  same  time  Mexico 
was  chopped  otl'  along 
Oneida  lake  and  river,and 
stretched  out  on  the  east 
to  include  the  new  settle- 
ments along  Black  river 
and  the  paths  leading 
into  the  intervening  sec- 
tions from  Fort  ^itauwix. 

Whereas  it  had  former- 
ly included  the  counties 
of  Onondaga  and  Cort- 
land, it  now  being  de- 
tached from  that  terri- 
tory was  united  with  'he 
vast  stretches  of  gladts 
and  woodland  now  com- 
prised in  the  counties  of 
.fetl'erson,  Lewis  and 
( )neida.  One  reason  for 
the  annexation  of  thi-i 
new  territory  (lT9(jj  was  to 
include  all  of  the  8crib;i 
patent,  the  owner  of 
which  had    then    begun       Uuinvi.k,  Photo. 


extensive  plans  for  erect- 
ing a  city  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Ontario  at  VeraCruz 
which  he  intended  to 
connect  with  his  new  city 
of  liotterdam  on  the 
shore  of  ( )neida  lake  with 
a  broad,  well  constructed 
highway  and  which  favor- 
ed the  enlargement  of  the 
limits  of  the  town  of 
Mexico  to  bring  both 
places  within  the  same 
town.  The  village  of 
Rotterdam  (Constantia) 
was  made  the  capita)  of 
the  new  town  and  it  was 
there  at  the  house  of 
.John  Meyer  that  the  first 
town  meeting  was  de- 
creed by  law. 

Beginning  with  the  dis- 
memberment of  Mexico 
in  the  south,  two  years 
earher,  when  Onondaga 
county  was  formed  (179i), 
there  followed  an  inter- 
val of  two  years  during  which  Mexico  was  re- 
stricted to  lioundries  ^nthiu  the  present  county  of 
(_)swego,  Then  with  the  annexation  of  the  east- 
ern and  northern  territory  began  the  breaking  up 
of  Mexico  into  new  towns,  continuing  year  after 
year  untU  it  was  finally  in  1836,  reduced  to  its 
present  size,  a  still  large  and  flourishing  town  al- 
most in  the  heart  of  the  old  town;  giving  l)irth  to 
a  numerous  progeny  of  municijialities,  three 
counties  and  eighty  towns,  which  to-day  include  a 
liopulation  of  nearly  400,000,  having  a  boundary 
of  aliout  -100  miles  in  extent. 

The  names  of  these  several  niuniciiialities,  which 
should  call  Mexico  mother,  are  as  follows; 

Oswego  Co.,  Amboy,  Albion,  Boylston,  Con- 
stantia, Hannibal,  Granby,  Hastings,  Mexico,  New 
Haven,  Oswego,  Orwell,  Parish,  Palermo,  Red- 
field,  Richland,  Sehrceppel,  Scriba,  Sandy  Creek, 
Voluey,  WiUiamstowD,  West  Jlonroe. 
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Onondiiga  Co.,  Cluv,  Cicero,  Camillus,  De  Witt,  Marathon,  Preble.  Solon,  Scott,  Taylor,  Tnixtou, 

Kllniilge,  Fiihius,  (ieiMes,  Lafayette,  Lysander,  Virgil,  Willet-. 

Maulius,  Maicellus,  Otisco,  Ouondaga.  Ponipoy,  Olioi.la  Co..  .\niisville,  Canideu,   Florence  and 

Salina,  Spatlord  in   i.nrt,  Skancateles,  Tnlly,  Van  Vienna  and  pint-  of  .Vvn,  \ah'  and  Home. 

^"';™-       ,    ,  Lewi.s     Co.,     Denmark,       Hanis1>n'f,'li.      Iligb 

(.(irtland   Co..    t ortlamlville,    Cnyler,     Ciu.-iu-  Maik.-t,   Lowvilli,  I.ivden  in  i).iit,  Maitinlmrgli, 

natns.      Ire-town,      Harford.      Ildnier,       Lapeer.  :\r(inta'.,'ne. Osceola,  I'iuckni'V.  Tmin.  Wi'st  Tuiin. 
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.Main  StiL.t  Kiist  liom  llliick  Troek  Hiiilgc. -Main  Street,  K.ust  from  Churoli  Street  (old  Town  Hall). 
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.Tefierson  Co.,  Adams,  Chimijiiou,  Elli.sburg, 
Hounsfield,  Henderson,  Lorraine,  Rutland,  Water- 
town  and  Wortli. 

In  this  work  the  distinction  lietiveeu  Mexico 
erected  in  1  7;)2  and  reerected  in  IT.Ki,  is  made  In- 
tlie  use  of  the  terms,  Mexico  of  17'.)'2  and  Mexico 
of  I79i),  each  of  which  is  described  more  fully  on 
(jther  pages. 


First  County  Officers The  "Council  of  Ap- 

])ointment"  named  the  first  county  officers  for  Os- 
wego county  in  1816,  viz:  Judge,  Bui'net  Mooney ; 
associate  judges,  Henry  Williams.  Smith  Duulap, 
P.  D.  Huguuin,  David  Ea^tou,  Edmund  Hawks; 
surrogate,  Elias  Brewster;  county  clerk,  James 
Adams;  slieriH',  John  S.  Itavis. 


Uiiiiwick.  Photo.  liEArriFUL  KEfSIDENCE  STREETS. 

Jeffui-Ron  Street.  North  from  Jlairi  Slreit.— North  Street.  North  from  East  Park  (.Muiii  Stree'.) 

Railroad  Street,  North  from  Main  Street.— (_)swego  County  Poor  House. 

Ames  Street  (fair  ground  road).— Mill  Street,  South  from  Maiu  Street. 

South  Jefferson  Street,  North  from  Spring  Street.— Wayne  Street,  South  from  Main  Street. 
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Timothy  W.  Skinner  was  born  at  Union 
Sqviarp,  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  Ai)ril  24,  1827. 
His  gi-andfiithcr,  Tiniothv  SkiniK-r,  was  a  revo- 
lutionary soldier  and  liis  tirandfatber  on  his 
mother's  side  was  Solomon  Huntington, who  eame 
from  Connecticut  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Mexi- 
co in  1804,  and  who  was  a  near  i-elative  of  Samuel 
Huntington,  a  signer  of  the  IJeclaration  of  Inde- 
pendence and  pre.sident  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gi-ess.  His  father  was  the  Hon.  .\Tery  Skinner, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  nortliern  section  of  this 
state,    having    come    to    Watertown    from   New 


IX.rrow.a  Cut  T.  W.  SKl.N'NKU. 
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Haui))shirc  in  ]81t!.  He  afterwards  settled  at 
Union  Square  and  hccanie  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  the  county.  T.  W.  Skinner  s])ent 
the  first  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  on  his  father's 
farm,  teaching  school  in  winter  and  having  charge 
of  the  farm  in  the  summer.  In  ]8.')2  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  served  for  two 
terms,  in  ISfvi  he  moved  to  thi'  village  of  ^Mexico 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  18.'i7  Mr.  Skinner 
was  admitt<'d  to  the  liar  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year  joined  with  .liulge  Cynis  Whitney  in 
the  organization  of  the  law  and  banking  tirm  of 
Whitney  A-  Skinnei-.    .\ft«'r  this  firm  was  dissolved 


in  1870  by  the  removal  of  Judge  WTiitney  to  Os- 
wego, Mr.  Skinner  took  his  brother-in-law, 
Maurice  L.  Wright,  now  justice  of  the  supreme 
court,  as  his  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Skinner  A-  Wright  and  the  partnership  continued 
until  1880.  Since  then  Mr.  Skinner  has  eontinueil 
in  the  active  duties  of  liLs  i>rofession  and  is  to-day, 
at  the  age  of  7Ci,  one  of  the  oldest  and  mo.st 
widely  known  mendiers  of  the  legid  fraternity  in 
active  jjractice  in  this  county.  No  one  has  been 
longer  connected  with  the  politics  of  the  county 
than  Mr.  Skinner.  He  was  elected  :iurrogate  in 
1S(!8,  again  in  1870  and  re-elected 
in  187(!,  thus  serving  as  surrogate 
three  terms — the  longest  time  that 
any  who  have  filled  that  office 
have  held  it  in  this  county.  He 
has  always  taken  the  deejjest  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  village 
of  Mexico;  has  served  as  its  ])resi- 
dent  and  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  old  historic 
Mexico  Academy.  He  is  also 
prominent  in  Masonic  circles  and 
hius  been  High  Priest  of  the  ^lex- 
ico  Chajiter  for  a  long  term  of 
years  and  is  now  the  ohlest  Mason 
in  town.  Mr.  Skinner  is  the  old- 
est of  a  family  of  nine.  His  oldest 
sister,  Eliza,  now  deceased,  mar- 
ried Charles  Richardson  of  ('olos.se ; 
his  brofh<'r.  Albert  T.  Skinner, 
also  deceased,  was  supei'intendent 
of  Walter  A.  Wood  Mowing 
Machine  Co.,  of  Hoosic  Falls.  Of 
the  brothers  and  sisters  now  living, 
the  Hon.  Charles  K.  Skinner  of 
-•Vlbaiiy,  is  Su))erintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  of  this  state; 
the  Rev.  James  A.  Skinner  is  an 
E|)iscopal  clergyman  in  Xew  York, 
and  IMrs.  ;\biurice  Ij.  Wright  of 
Oswego  is  flic  wife  of  Hon.  .M.  li. 
Wright  of  tlie  supreme  court.  In 
lS.")(i  Mr.  Skinner  married  Eliza- 
beth Calkins  who  died  in  18tjl, 
leaving  <ine  daughter  who  is  now 
Mr.s.  J.  B.  Stone  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
In  ]8(i2  he  married  Sarah  L. 
Hose  and  their  children  were  .Vnua 
(irace  Skinner,  who  died  Dec.  24, 
18i)4,  and  Avery  Warner  Skinner 
who  is  now  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  the  city  of  Oneida. 

Mexico  of  1792;  its  boundaries; 
including  the  first  clear,  accurate 
desi'ri|)tioii  of  the  original  town 
ever  publish(><l.  Mexico,  then  the  largest  of 
all  towns,  was  erected  from  Whitestown,  then  in 
Herkimer  county,  April  10,  1792,  its  boundaries 
being  defined  as  follows:  "All  that  part  of  Whites- 
town  bounded  on  the  Ea.st  by  the  ea.st  bounds  of 
the  Military  tract  and  a  line  drawn  north  fr<jm 
the  mouth  of  Caiiaserago  |  ('hittenango]  cieik 
across  Oneida  lake  to  Lake  Ontario;  on  the  South 
by  Tioga  counfy;  on  the^Vest  by  the  west  bounds 
of  Homer,  TuUy,  M.arcellus,  Camillus,  Eysander 
and  Hannibal  of  said  Military  tract,  and  on  the 
North  bv  Lake  Ontario." 
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llilMwick.  Phcili 


T.   W.  SKIN'XEH,<  KESIUE.NcE. 


Taking  a  map  of  tlie  preseiit  time  tlie  bouudary 
will  be  seen  to  run  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the 
month  of  Salmon  river  and  running  west  along  the 
south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  to  the  western 
bouiidarv  of  Oswego  county,  it  followed  south  the 
west  bounds  of  Oswego  and  Onond.iga  I'ounties  to 
the  south- nest  corner  of  the  town  of  Skaneat«les. 
( )nondaga  county;  then  followed  a  direct  easterly 
course  along  the  southern  biiundary  of  that  town, 
crossing  the  head  of  hkaneateles  lake  and  cutting 
off  the  south-west  corner  of  the  town  of  Spatl'ord, 
Onondaga  county,  a  j)iece  six  miles  east  and  west 
and  two  miles  north  and  south,  striking  the  west 
shiii-e  of  Otisco  lake  opposite  the  village  of  Zea- 
land.  Then  turning  south 

it  pur.sued  a  dii-eot  coui-se, 
recrossing  Skaneateles 
Jake  and  following  the 
west  boundary  of  the 
county  of  Cortland  to  a 
]ioint  nearly  two  miles 
north  of  its  southern 
boundary.  There,  re- 
suming its  eastern  course, 
leaving  out  a  strip  of 
the  south  end  of  Cortland 
county  two  I'ldes  deep 
and  extending  to  the 
Tioughnioga  river,  it 
jMissed  through  the  main 
street  of  the  viUage  of 
Marathon  running  a  short 
dLstance  north  of  Hnnts 
Corners  and  through  the 
village  of  Hartforil.  Then 
it  again  went  south  fol- 
lowing the  Tioughnioga 
river  to  the  south  line  of 
the  county.  From  that 
lioint  it  foDowed  the 
sonth  and  east  boundar- 
ies of  (■ortland  and  the 
ea.st  boundary  of  C)uou- 
daga  counties  to  the 
mouth  of  Chittenango 
creek.     Crossing   Oneida 


lake  it  pursued  a  nortli- 
we  terly  course  to  the 
place  of  the  beginning; 
passing  through  tlie  town 
of  Constantia,  the  north- 
west corner  of  West  Mon- 
roe, the  town  Hastings, 
a  few  rods  east  of  Hastings 
station,  the  town  of 
Parish,  cutting  through 
the  center  of  Paifsh  \il- 
lage,  and  the  town  ( if  Mex- 
ico, crossing  the  lour 
corners  in  the  vUlage  of 
Day.sville. 

The  act  which  created 
the  town  provided  that 
the  first  tonn  meeting 
should  be  held  in  May. 
ll'.t'l,  at  the  house  of  Ben- 
jamin Morehouse,  wliich 
stood  near  the  in"(>sent 
village  of  Jamesville, 
(hnmdaga  county. 

The  greatest  width  of 
this  immense  town  was 
29  jndes,  ou  a  line  crossing  the  towns  of  Hkanea- 
teles,  Marcellus,  Onondaga — passing  through  the 
Indian  reservation — Lafayette  and  Pompey.  Its 
greatest  length,  measuring  from  the  Salmon  river 
du'ect  to  tha  s.inth-east  boundary  of  Cortland 
county,  was  85  miles. 

In  Oswego  county  it  included  nme  complete 
towns,  Scriba,  Volney,  Oswego,  Hannibal, Granby, 
Schrieppel,  Palermo,  New  Haven  and  ^lexico, 
and  part  of  live  others,  Hastings,  Constantia, 
Parish,  West  Monroe  and  Richland.  It  included 
nineteen  towns  in  Onondaga  and  twelve  comiilete 
towns  together  with  parts  of  three  towns  in  Cort- 
land county.     There   are   all  of  forty  towns  and 
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HiKsted,  Pliiitu.     \VUMAN>  CHRISTIAN  TEJ[1'EK.\NCE  UNION 
1,  Mrs.  P. -Morgan,  Pie.sident:  i,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Sill.   Vice  President 


a,   Mrs.   .\rarv 

Hoose,  Corresponding-  Secretary;  4,  Mrs.  Hattie  Mnnson,  President  Mothers' Depart- 
ment; .'),  Mrs.  \V.  C.  Sbiimwav.  President  of  Press  Work;  ti,  Mrs.  K.  A.  Orvis;  T,  Mrs. 
.M.  Hyinsitiin;  s,  Mrs.  Ella  Ball;  W,  .Mrs.  P.  Davis;  10,  Mrs.  X.  .McDonald;  11,  Mrs.  E. 
Iiriiclli\irv. 
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imrts  of  eight  othei-s,  the  most  popiiliir  and  fertile 
in  Central  Xew  York,  thiit  were  carved  from  the 
old  town  of  Mexic<i.  Today  the  tract  of  old  Mex- 
ico supports  a  j)op\ilation  of  about  270,01)1),  inclnd- 
iug  four  cities,  Syracuse,  Oswego,  (Portland  an<l 
Pulton,  and  twenty -eis:ht  incorporated  villages. 
Within  those  limits  are  more  tlian  thirty  lakes 
aud  ponds  and  inuuniei'al)h'  strcains  of  clear, 
running  water. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  \v;us  organized  in  .\])ril,  1871,  with  Mrs.  .1. 
T.  Hewitt  ])resident,  Mrs.  15.  S.  Stone  secretary, 
aud  a  member.^hip  of  forty.  Other  presidents 
were  Jlrs.  E.  Bradlinry,  Mrs.  P.  Davis  and  !Mrs. 
B.  S.  Stone,  who  j)resided  for  a  long  term.  Mrs. 
Man'  A.  Hoose,  president  and  Mrs.  Jtl.  E.  Bying- 
ton,  corresj)ondiLg  secretary,  were  in  ottice  for 
neai'ly  ten  years.     The  present   officers  are  Mrs. 


dispensation  for  a  lodge  to  be  located  in  the  town 
of  Mexico;  which disi)ensition  was  is  ued  .\pril  S, 
1H1S.  That  dispensation  having  expired  it  was 
renewed  and  the  last  petition  was  granted  naming 
Samuel  Cherry,  .Jr..  as  master,  Levi  ^lattliews  as 
senior  warden,  aud  Denuisou  H.  Palmer  as  junior 
warden,  with  warrant  issued  .luue  (!,  181H.  This 
lodge.  No.  :i()7,  suspended  in  1S27,  owing  to  tiie 
Morgan  excitement. 

Tlie  wan'ant  for  the  present  lodge  was  issued 
.Tune  1."),  IHIS,  and  is  No.  I'M).  Thecliarter  mem- 
bers were  Bezaleel  Thayer,  .Joseph  E.  JJloom- 
tield,  Benjamin  (iregory,  David  doit,  L. 
Hutchens.  Simon  Leroy,  Avery  Skinner,  Shermnn 
Hosmer,  D.  P.  Spooner,  Bradley  Higgius  and 
('harles  Benedict. 

The  first  master  of  the  new  lodge  was  B.  Thayer 
and  the  present  miuster  is  William  H.  Norton. 

The  tirst  settlers  who  were  masom  had  great 
ditHi-nltv  in  fiuding  a  suitable  lodge  room  or  place 


llii.sifii,  I'liiiii).  .MK.xiro  i.ciiua;,  .Nil.  i:i(i,  y.  a  .\.  .M. 

Tup  row— (from  It-It  In  ri^lilj.lohn  .\vrr\,  I{iphs  CJrccii,.,).  (.'o'-,  I{.  IJiikcr. 


.1.  I).--Miililli-  row— (ii.'or(f(^  WliifTiuy,  S.  W. 
l.itnl8Ic■^■,  J.  W.    Lower  row— U.  A.  Orvis,  1 


A.  Hollistir.  tS.  I).;  \V.  Norlon, 
rof.  A.  Norton,  H.  Harris. 


I'nil  Ic.Tiklin.  M.  Siiuw. 
.    .Maslvr;    W.  liiiik.   A. 


Peter  Morgan,  jiresident;  Mrs.  M.  D.  Sill,  and 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Orvis,  vice  presidents;  Mrs.  Eugenia 
(Jraves,  recording  secretary;  Mrs.  (ieorge  Mc- 
Donahl,  assistant  secretary;  Mrs.  I'^lla  Ball,  treas- 
urer; Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hoose,  corresponding  secre- 
tary. The  present  membership  is  ',)i).  Twelve 
departments  of  work  are  under  the  directiim  of 
ellicient  helpers. 

Masonry  in  Mexico.  --|  By  T.  W.  Skinner.  | 
The  hi.story  of  masonry  in  the  town  of  Mexico 
dates  bai^k  to  the  early  settlement  of  the  town. 
.\lrao8t  all  the  early  settlers  were  from  New  Eng- 
land and  <  )neida  county,  and  quite  a  resi)ectable 
number  of  them  were  members  of  the  masonic 
fraternity.  Tliey  soon  became  acquainted  iind  as 
early  as  Nov.  14,  180(),  a  petition  signed  by  nine 
brethren  was  presented  to  the  grand  lodge  for  a 


to  hold  their  meetings,  a.s  the  lirst  houses  liuilt 
were  log  houses  with  but  one  or  two  rooms,  but 
when  Shubal  .Alfred  built  the  lirst  frame  house 
in  town  they  held  their  meetings  there,  but  were 
oblige!  to  send  the  women  and  children  diwu 
cellar  when  the  lodge  wa.s  iqiened.  .\t  a  subse- 
(pient  time,  aft<"r  Matthias  Wliitiiey  built  the  first 
hotel  where  the  ^Mexico  Hotel  now  stamls,  flic 
masons  utilizeil  the  ball  room  as  a  lodge  rooii.  It 
is  stafel  that  one  evening  when  tliev  had  a  c  mdi 
date  til  initiate  who  wa.s  ratlu'r  a  timid  and  bash- 
ful young  man,  li<>  wius  k'ft  in  the  kitdn'ii  till  the 
lodge  was  ready  iov  the  initiation.  He  spent  the 
time  very  agreeably  in  conver.sation  with  the 
cook,  a  girl  who  was  (|uite  a  joker.  During  the 
evening  she  went  into  another  room  and  returntd 
with  an  old-fashioned  gridiron  which  she  put 
among   the  blazing  coals  and  watched    intensely 
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till  it  was  red-liot.  This  excited  the  curiosity  of 
the  young  man  who  inquired  what  she  was  doing 
that  for.  She  replied  that  she  did  not  know  what 
it  was  for;  but  she  did  know  that  when  the  masons 
liad  a  lodge  meeting  and  had  a  candidate  to 
initiate  she  always  had  to  heat  that  gridiron  very 
hot.  The  young  man,  terror  stricken,  seized  his 
hat  and  rushed  from  the  kitchen,  declaring  that 
the  masons  would  never  use  that  gridiron  on  him. 
Masonic  records  and  tradition  show  that  no  can- 
didate was  initiated  that  night. 

The  present  lodge,  under  its  ca])alile  oflicers,  is 
very  iirosjierous,  and  the  work  done  in  the  lodge 
room  has  never  been  excelled  in  thehistory  of  the 
lodge  for  beauty  and  impressiveness.  But  it  will 
not  do  for  the  ])resent  officers  to  relax  their  efforts 
to  do  good  work,  for  a  new  star  has  arisen  in  the 
east  that  threatens  to  become  a  strong  rival  in 
beautiful  work.  This  is  no  less  than  Victoria 
Chapter  of  Eastern  Star  which  has  bren  recently 


Buren  1880,  1881,  2  years;  Robert  H.  Baker  1890- 

'03 — 13  years. 

The  Eastern  Star  was  instituted  U.  D.  in 
MesicoSeptember  I'.MIO,  with  the  following  officers: 
E.  A.  Orvis,  W.  P. ;  Mrs.  Clai-a  W.  Da-ias,  W.  M. ; 
Mrs.  Mary  Hartwell,  A.  M. ;  Mrs.  Anna  Thomas, 
C. ;  Mrs.  Ruth  Sampson,  A.  C. ;  Miss  Jennie  Baker, 
Sec. ;  Mrs.  Florence  Hart,  Treasurer;  Miss  Lilian 
Longstreet,  Organist;  Mrs.  ^Martha  Robbins, 
Chajilain;  Jlrs.  Angelia  Maguire,  Marshall;  Mrs. 
Theresa  Elkins,  Warder;  Mrs.  Kate  HarJie,  Ada; 
Mrs.  Emma  Everts,  Ruth;  Mrs. Mary  Hare,  Esther; 
Mrs.  AdellaBenuett,  Martha;  Mr.i.  Harriet  Porter, 
Electa.  The  other  Charter  members  were  Mrs. 
Rose  Norton,  R.  H.  Bafier,  W.  A.  Robbins,  N.  D. 
Hart,  Frank  Elkins  and  John  Maguire.  The 
first  lady  upon  whom  the  degi'ees  were  conferred 
was  Mrs.  Delia  S.  Orvis  and  the  first  gentleman 
was  Mr.    G.  A.  Davis.     In  the  latter  part  of  the 


Hiiistod,  I'holo.  VirTOKIA  C'H.iPTEK,  No.  ai'i,  ().  E.  S. 

Top  r(»w  -  (from  left  to  rijfliT)  Mrs.  E.  .lolinson.  Chap.:  Mrs.  .M.  Hoose,  E-stber;  Mrs.  K.  Lowell,  Ruth; 
Mis.  F.  Couklin,  Mr.  M.  8iiow,  Miss  . I.  Baker,  Sfc;  Miss  Lena  Hoose,  Mrs.  N.  D.  Hart,  Treas.  Middle 
row— Mrs.  (.'iinningham.  Mrs.  A.  Thomas,  Con  ;  Mrs.  C.  Davis,  W.  Matron;  Mrs.  G.  Sampson,  Mrs.  K. 
Hard.v.    Lower  row-Mrs.  M.  Hartwell.  A.  M.;  R.  A.  Orvis,  W.  P.;  Mrs.  W.  Ncrton. 


established  and  under  the  able  management  of 
Mrs.  Cxeorge  A.  Davis  as  chief  i  fficer,  and  an  ex- 
ceedingly bi-illiant  array  of  some  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  educated  ladies  of  the  village  as 
associate  officers,  are  doing  such  splendid  work 
in  exemplyfing  their  most  beautiful  and  impressive 
ritual,  that  many  of  the  masons  who  have  been 
present  declare  that  their  work  excels  everything 
they  have  ever  seen. 

Mexico  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  county.  The  charter  is  dated 
Feb.  5,  LSol.  The  following  have  been  past 
masters:  Bezaleel  Thayer  18.51-'55,  1860-'til — G 
years;  Avery  Sldnuer  18o(;-'59,  18152,1863 — 6  years; 
L.  H.  Conklin  186-t-'71,  1878—9  years;  t.  W. 
Skinner  1872.  1873,  187.5-'77,  1879,  1882-'89— 14 
years;  D.  B.  Van  Buren  1871—1  vear;  J.  G.  Van 


year  Mrs.  Rose  Norton  was  ajipointed  to  take  the 
office  of  A.  C.  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
Ruth  Sampson,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Conklin  was  aji- 
pointed  to  the  office  of  Marshall,  vacated  by  Mrs. 
Mrs.  Maguire  who  had  moved  to  Pulaski  and 
Mrs.  Alice  Miller  filled  the  chau-  of  Martha  vacat- 
ed by  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Adella  Bennett. 

On  Nov.  29,  the  chapter  was  constituted  and  a 
charter  presented  by  D.  D.  G.  ^I.  Mrs.  Clara 
Cooper  Allen  of  Adams.  At  this  time  as  at  the 
instituting  of  the  chajiter  the  Pulaski  and  Parish 
chapters  were  present  and  on  both  occasions  as- 
.sisted  Mrs.  Allen  in  the  ceremonies.  At  the 
instituting  and  constituting  the  Masonic  fraternity 
were  present.  A  banquet  and  a  social  time  followed 
the  ceremonies.  The  officers  were  reelected  the 
second  vear  and  at  the  third  election  Mrs.  Clara 
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Davis  for  the  third  time  was  persuaded  to  accept 
the  honor  of  iilling  the  office  of  W.  M.  Mrs.  Ella 
lirenkeihotV  1).  ]).  G.  M.  of  Jordan  ofliciiilly  visit- 
ed tlie  order  Angust  22. 

f  uitiations  were  frecjuent  and  an  occasional  social 
was  held;  tlie  orf^ani/atinu  increased  in  nvindjer 
and  in  interest  until  at  tlie  jirtsent  time  there  lU'e 
TM  members.  Two  v<'ry  enjoyable  visits  were 
made  to  Puritan  Cha|)ter  of  Parisli  and  the  sisters 
of  that  order  visited  the  Mexico  Chapter  sustain- 
ing very  cordial  relations  with  each  oIIht.  Miss 
Anna  I5ard  deserves  siu'cial  mention  for  the  in- 
terest she  has  taken  in  sustaining  her  a]>])ointment 
as  committee  to  ])rovid('  literary  and  musicil  enter- 
tainment. The  meetings  nre  held  in  the  new  and 
handsome  Masonic  Teiiii)le. 

One  member  Mrs.  W.  \V.  Kingsley  passed  on  to 
the  higher  life,  and  by  her  strong'y  expresed 
wish  was  buried  with  the  beautiful  ami  impressive 
rites  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


expire  June  30,  1903.  We  congratulate  Arbeit 
Lodge  for  the  great  degi-ee  of  success  it  has  id- 
tained  and  l>es])eaU  for  it  continued  prosperity  in 
the  futuiv. 

Mexico  of  1796. — Its  boundaries  are  hei-e  clear- 
ly deliniMl  and  ]inblislied  for  the  first  time.  By 
legi.slative  enactment  of  Feb.  2(1,  ITOli,  Mexico 
was  reeon.structed  within  the  following  boundary 
lines;  "Beginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  a 
tract  of  land  commonly  called  Fonda's  forty- 
thousand  acre  patent,  thence  down  and  along  the 
west  side  of  Canada  creek  to  its  junction  with 
Wood  creek,  thence  down  and  along  the  waters  of 
^Yood  <-reek  to  Oneida  lake,  thence  through  the 
middle  of  .said  lake  to  the  west  end  thereof, thence 
to  the  north  shore  of  the  Onondaga  river,  thence 
down  and  along  the  n(n'th  side  of  the  .said  river  to 
Lake  Ontario,  thence  easterlv  and  northerlv  along 


Hiiistc.:,  I'lidto.  ,vi;i!i;iT  i.ougi:.  No.  nis,  i.o.o.f. 

Top  r()W-(fr()m  li'ft  to  riKlit)  ]•'.  Stewart.  \V.;  I'lvd  PilVr,  l{.  S.  X.  G.:  V.  ,1.  Halloek.  1{.  S.:  A.  .1. 
Rose,  P.  G.;  D.  Moimn,  I,.  S.  N.  (■,;  W.  Sampson,  I,.  S.  N.  (i.:  K.  Kilwards,  P.  (i.  Micidlc  row—.).  I'ifer, 
P.  G.;  P.  Mchar,  P.  G..  VV.  V.  Dcmilv,  G.  Patlcii,  P.  G.:  L.  Clearwater,  Con.:  .1.  Smith,  P.  G.;  K.  Conkliii, 
O.  G.    C.  Stevens,  V.  G.:  .1.  Giotliier,  K.  S.;  W.  .Ionian,  Treas.;  G.  Minekler,  P.  G.;  F.  Clearwater,  S.  S. 


Odd  Fellows.— The  history  of  Arbeit  Lodge, 
N'o.  ItiS,  I.  ( ).  ( ).  F.,  only  covers  a  biief  .space  of 
time  and  yet  its  records  arc  evidence  that  a  great 
fniterna)  work  hius  been  performed  by  the  oliicers 
and  members,  bringing  unparallelled  success  to 
the  lodge  smd  making  it  second  to  none  in  Oswego 
county.  The  lodge  was  instittited  ^lay  24,  1H!)1), 
wdh  eleven  cliarter  members  and  on  the  evening 
iif  that  date  nineteen  candidates  We're  made  mem- 
liers  (if  llie  sc.irlet  degree  making  in  all  tliirty 
me  ubers  whose  concentrated  energies  were  soon 
recognized  by  the  litizcns  of  Mi-xico  and  vi<'inity. 
Can<li<latcs  are  conliriually  knocking  I'cir  admis- 
sion and  our  membcrsliip  has  reached  17'iand  the 
work  has  just  begun.  The  illustratii>n  accom- 
panying tliis  sketch  represents  the  I'ast  ( irands, 
t-ogether  with  the  present  otScers  wiiose  term  will 


the  said  lake  to  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  thence 
up  and  along  the  saiil  river  to  the  northern  most 
corner  of  25,001)  acres  of  land  sold  by  William 
Constable  to  William  luinan,  thence  south  37 
degree.-i  and  30  minutes  west  along  the  north- 
westerly bounds  of  the  said  tract  commonly  called 
Oothout's  patent,  thence  south  one  degree;  west 
along  the  westerly  line  of  said  tract  to  the  place  nf 
its  beginning." 

Mexicii  was  then  comprised  witliin  the  bouml- 
ary  running  on  jirescnt  geographical  lines  from 
the  junction  of  two  streams  winch  form  the  be- 
ginning of  Canada  crei'k,  cliisc  to  the  east  side  of 
the  village  of  Lee  ('cntre,  ( )neida  county,  directly 
north  to  and  across  tlie  .south  boundary  of  fjewis 
county,  passing  one  mile  west  of  the  village  of 
West  Leyden,  running  north  along  the  bonndarv 
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lietwt'in  the  towns  of  Leyilen  and  West  Turin  to 
the  west  hank  of  Black  Kiver  opposite  the  mouth 
of  Moose  river.  Then  it.s  course,  verv  phiinly  ex- 
]ire.ssed,  followed  the  Black  river  to  Lake  Ontario, 
the  .shore  of  that  lake  to  the  Oswego  river,  then 
up  that  stream  and  Oneida  river  to  Oneida  lake, 
along  the  north  shore  of  that  lake  to  and  up  Wood 
and  Canada  creeks. 

This  large  town  then  enclosed  all  the  i)resent 
Oswego  county  east  of  the  Oswego  river,  Oneida 
county  north  and  west  of  Wood  and  Canada 
creeks,  Lewis  county  west  of  Black  river,  excei)t 
the  town  of  Leyden,  and  Jeft'er.son  county  south 
of  Bliick  river. 

Carved  from  this  territory  are  today  four  towns 
and  parts  of  three  others  in  the  county  of  Oneida, 
ten  towns  and  a  part  of  one  m  Lewis  county,  nine 
towns  in  Jetlerson  county  and  eighteen  towns  in 
Oswego   coitnty;    altogether   forty -two   complete 


worth,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Hessell,  Dr.  G. 
Franklin  Smith  and  Clayton  Sherman.  There 
wei'e  thirty-five  initiated  the  first  night  and  the 
membershij)  has  been  increasing  until  at  the 
present  time  it  nuraljers  over  lOtl.  In  its  second 
year  the  lodge  Wits  honored  hy  having  the  office 
of  district  deputy  president  of  the  coiuity  which 
WHS  held  by  Mrs.  (irace  Edwards,  their  first  nolilc 
grand.  The  degree  stall' has  been  quite  noted  for 
the  fine  work  it  has  done,  having  assisted  at  the 
institution  of  three  new  lodges  in  the  county,  and 
feels  proud  to  have  conferred  the  Eebekah  degree 
on  IISI  sisters  and  l)rothers  the  past  year.  Where 
so  many  are  banded  together  in  friendship,  love 
and  truth, they  are  not  only  a  helji  to  one  another, 
but  to  the  community  in  which  they  are  located. 
The  present  officers  are:  Lilla  Stevens,  N.  G. ; 
Louella  Stewart,  V.  G. ;  Kittie  Sherman,  R.  S. ; 
Grace  Edward'',  F.  S. ;  Adell  Freeman,  treasurer; 
Leona  Stone,  Con. ;  Addie  Hallock,  Ward. ;  Lucy 


Huestod,  Photo.  SILVER  CREST,    REBEKAH,  No.  229. 

Toil  roH'-(from  left  to  right)  Mrs.  M.  Vansickle,  Mrs.  A.  Prccman,  Treas.;  Miss  A.  Hallock.  War- 
den: MissS.  Doyle,  Miss  G.  Fleming,  Mrs.  E.  McLvraond,  L.  S.  X.G.:.Mrs.  V.  Pettinjfill,  Mrs.  D.  Morton, 
().  G.  Middle  row— Mis.  G.  Edwiuds,  P.  G.  F.  S.:  .Miss  Ella  Carlton,  R.  S.  V.  G.;  Mrs.  L.  Smith,  P.  G.; 
Mrs.  L.  Stevens,  N.  G.:  Miss  Kit  Sherman,  R.  S.;  Miss  N.  Gustin,  Con.;  Mrs.  L.  Stewart,  V.  G.  Lower 
row— Mrs.  N.  Southworth,  R.  S.  N.  G.;  Miss  Eva  Stevens,  Chap.;  Miss  Etta  Stone,  L.  S.  V.  G.;  Miss  L. 
Brinklow,  I.  G. 


towns  and  parts  of  four  others.  The  running 
distance  of  the  boundary  line — the  circumference 
of  the  toft-n  of  Mexico  of  1796 — was  about  250 
miles.  At  the  present  time  there  is  within  this 
territory  a  population  of  over  125,000,  not  in- 
cluding those  p.irts  of  the  cities  of  Watertown, 
Oswego  and  Fulton — cities  which  are  not  wholly 
comprised  in  the  territorial  limits  of  Mexico  of 
1796,  and  twenty-three  incoriiorated  villages. 

Silver  Crest  Rebekah  Lodo^e,  Xo.  229,  of 
Mexico,  N.  Y.,  was  instituted  March  15,  19U0,with 
the  folliining  charter  members:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Edwards,  Mr.  and  ;\Irs.  .John  Whiting,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Pifer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  South- 


Brinklow,  I.  G. ;  F.  Stewart,  O.  G. ;  Xellie  South- 
worth,  R.  S.  to  N.  G. ;  Leona  Seyor,  L.  S.  to  N. 
G. ;  Anna  Collins,  K.  S.  to  V.  G. ;  Etta  Stone,  L. 
S.  to  Y.  G. ;  Eva  Stevens,  Chap. ;  Frank  Edwards, 
degree  master. 

Genealogy -Of  Mexico;  her  antecedents  and 
progeny  of  Civil  Divisions  (Of  the  towns  in 
Oswego  county  only  those  erected  directly  from 
the  town  of  Mexico  are  included.) 

Nov.  1,  1683 — Nkw  Yomk  province  erected  into 
ten  counties,  Albiiny,  Xew  York,  Dutchess,  Kings, 
Orange,  Queens,  Richmond,  Siiliblk,  Ulster, 
Westchester. 

March  22,  1772 — Teyon  county  erected  from 
Albany  County. 


u 
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Mareb  8,  1773 — KiNosLANn  d'stiiet,  on«>  of  the 
five  into  wliioli  Tryon  coiiiitv  was  iliviileil. 

April  2,  17M4 —  ^Iontuomert  County  name  sub- 
stituted for  Tryon  Co. 

March  7,  17SS — Whitkstow.v  from  Kingslaml 
district;  all  of  the  state  west  of  a  line  drawn  north 
and  south  through  Utica. 

Feb.  ](!,  17!n  —  Heukimeu  county  erected  from 
Alontnoiiierv  including  all  of  Whitestown. 

Aprillll.  '  Willi— ^NFfxho  erected  from  Whites- 
town  (For  boundary  lines  see  "Mexico  of  1792,' 
liage.Si. 

^Iar<'h  .">,  ]7'.(4  LvsAN J >KU  ereetx'd  from  Mexico; 
I'mbraiiug  all  of  presi'nt  ( )swego  county  west  of 
( tswtgo  river. 

March  5,  171l4~()NONPA(i.\  County  erected  from 
Mexico. 

17!I4 — Coirn.AND  County  erected  from  Mexico. 

Feb.  2(i,  179(i — Mexko  reei-ected.  (Forboundary 
see  ^Mexico  of  179l!.) 

March  1."),  179.S — O.nkida  County;  in  ]iart  from 
Mexico,  including  all  ni'  that  town  east  of  (Iswego 
river  in  her  limits. 


March  1,  18ir> — ()swE(iO  Co.  with  S  towns, Con- 
stantia,  Hannibal,  ^fexico,  New  Haven,  lliehland, 
Kedtield,  Scriba  and  Willianistown. 

^Nlay  it,  1S17 — .Vnnkxkh  to  ^NInxico  froiu  llieh- 
land eleven  lots,  (1137-148  uiclusive.) 

March  29.  1828— Pauish  from  Mexico. 

May  9,  ]8;{(; — Annexkd  to  Mexico  from  New 
Haven    six   lots   (9:3   and  97  inclusive)  and  from 

Itichhuid   lot    11(1. 

Melzar  Richards  Post,  No.  'ACu,  Ct.  \.  R., 
was  instituted  by  the  aid  of  the  commander  of 
Post  O'Brien  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.  on  the  18th  day  of 
Afay,  188:?. 

Thiity-five  comrades  were  duly  mustered  as 
member.s  of  the  Post  and  the  following  were  duly 
installed  as  officers  of  the  Post,  viz:  Commander, 
Hon.  M.  L.  Wriglit;Sr.  Vice  Commander,  Newton 
Hall;  .Tr.  Vice  Commander,  W.  S.  Sweetland; 
.\djt  ,  F.  B  Gregory;  Surgeon,  \V.  A.  Tillapaugh; 
Chaplain,  Kev.  C.  A.  Booth;  O.  D.,  (ieo.  A.  Pen- 
field;    (.).     M.,    A.    S.    Matt+'son;    S.    M.,    L.    A. 


»  '< 


iiiii.sicii,  I'liiptc).  .\nci,y,.\K  liirii.vKKs  po.-i-r,  n...  :iii7.  (_;.  .v.  k. 

Tup  row— (Iroiii  left  to  riiflit)  I..  .1.  Claik,  1).  Kartoii,  oilicer  of  llie  day;  (i.  liuck.  .M.  Parsons,  O.Welili,  K.L.  Hiin- 
iiiiflon,  1).  Aii.stin,  .Siirifeon;  \V.  Sivuitlaiiil.  K.  .luius.  (i.'Lai  kin,  I.  Maiks",  It.  I'arnittier,  ,1.  Kilkr.  Middle  row— K. 
('arj)inlL'i-.  K.  Aird,  S.  V.;  L.  Hequillard,  E.  JJaker,  Adt.;  .S.  Nicbols,  Cum.;  ('.  Kverts,  i.).  M.;  .J.  ICiilijou,  S.  Spoonei-, 
.1.  v.;  H.  liackiiB.  Lower  row— L.  Whitney,  {'hap.;  ,T.  Ilunlick,  L.  Tnller,  S.  Major;  W.  Steven.",  H.  Ames,  L.  Maxim. 
M.  Mentor. 


March  15,  1799 — Camden,  Oueida  Co.,  from 
Mexico  {including  Vienna  and  Florence. ) 

March  14,18(10 — Ciiamimon,Watektown,.\i)A.ms, 
(.Tell'erson  Co.,)  Kedi'IEld  (Oswego  Co.),  TrKiN 
and  TJ<)^v^■IIJLE  (Tjewis  (lo);  leaving  Afexico  with 
about  1,200  si|uare  miles  of  territory. 

Fel).22,180:i  -KLLisiu'iio  (including  Henderson), 
.letf'erson  Co.,  from  jNIexico. 

March  24,  1804 — Ijoubainr,  (including  Worth) 
JetVerson  Co.,  from  Mexico. 

March  24,  1804— William.stow.n, (including  .\ni- 
boy,  Albion,  Uichland,  Sandy  Creek,  Orwell, 
Boylstou)  from  Mexico. 

Feb.  28,  ]80() — FuEDicKsnfuoH  (including  Vol- 
ney,  Palermo,  Scriba  and  Schneppel),  from 
Mexico. 

Ai)ril  8,  1808 — (Jonstantia,  leaving  Mexico 
with  its  ])resent  territory  and  that  including 
the  towns  of  Pari.sh  and  New  Haven. 

April  2,  181:!— New  Haven  from  ^fe.^ico. 


Whitney;  Q.  M.  S..  N.  Afford.  M.  L.  Wright 
served  as  (Commander  until  188r)  when  W.  S. 
Sweetland  was  elected  (Commander,  (ieo.  A.  Pen- 
field  was  next  elected  (lommiinder  in  188(i  and  at 
the  next  election  ni  1887  K.  L.  Huntington  was 
elected  tiommander  who  served  the  IVstas  such 
continously  until  189.')  wheu  Tj.  .\. Whitney  served 
for  one  year,  after  which  Uobert  .\ird  served  for 
one  year,  succeeded  by  Myron  .Johnson  who  dieil 
whili'  in  otliiu',  idter  which,  in  ISir.i.  when  \].  L. 
llunting'(ni  was  again  eh'cted  commander  and 
.served  until  190:i,  when  the  present  otlicers 
were  elected  and  installed,  viz;  Commander, 
Samuel  Nichols;  Sr.  Vice  Commander,  Kobert 
.\ird;  Jr.  Vice  Commander,  E.  S.  Spooner;  .\djt., 
E.  Baker;  ().  Master,  C.  M.  Evert.s;  O.  1)., 
T).  M.  Barton;  Surgeon,  I).  H.  Austiu;  Chajdain, 
I.,  A.  Whitnev;  O.  (i.,  Wm.  Stevens;  S.  M.,  L. 
Tnller. 

This     I'ost     has    hail     ciji    its      roll      I.'iO    com- 
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rades.  From  its  membership  the  gi-eater  pai't  of 
New  Haven  Post  "Doyle,"  VermiUiou  Post 
'•Sberiiian"  and  the  Post  of  Pai'ish  have  l)eeu 
taken.  It  has  lost  by  transfers  and  by  the  un- 
bidden guest  that  no  closed  or  guarded  door.s  can 
•avail  (that  whifli  we  call  death)  until  the  Post  only 
numbers  (i3  comrades  in  good  standing.  It  is  a 
fact  that  many  widows,  sick  and  disabled  soldiei-s 
of  the  great  rebellion  have  blessed  the  name  of 
this  Post  for  the  aid  and  sympathy  given  to  them 
when  in  need  of  help  and  in  .sickness,  and  not  un- 
til tlie  la.st  comrade  of  the  Post  shall  be  niu.stered 
out  by  the  Commander  of  the  universe  will  its 
name  be  blotted  out  (ir  its  history  forgotten. 

The  Melzar  Richards  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  No.  ]:i."i,  was  organized  .\ug.  li),  1.SS9, 
witb  thirleeu  charter  members.  The  following- 
officers  were  unanimou.sly  elected  and  installed  by 
Sarah  E.  Minck,  department  president,  formerly 
national  i)resident:  President,  .lennie  Barton;  vice 


otic  teaching  have  introduced  flag  drill  in  many 
schools,  thus  instilling  love  of  country  and  its 
emblem  in  the  hearts  of  our  children.  Much  as- 
sistance has  been  given  to  neeily  soldiers  and 
their  dependant  ones,  no  known  worthy,  deserv- 
ing suft'erer  being  neglected. 

Towns  o£  Oswego  County.  —  Date  of  their 
erection  and  to\\ns  from  which  they  were  taken; 
tracing  each  back  successively  to  the  original 
territory : 

Amboy,  Mai'ch  25,  1830;  from  Williamstown; 
which  was  taken  from  IMexico. 

Albion,  March  li4,  IS^");  from  Ricliland:  from 
WiUiamstown;  from  Mexico. 

Constantia  [Rotterdam],  .Ajiril  S,  ISO.S;  from 
Mexico;  from  Steuben  P.atent. 

Boylston,  Feb.  7,  1.S2S;  Orwell;  Richl.and;  Wil- 
liamstown; Mexico. 

(Jranl)y,  .\pril  20,  181 S;  Hannibal;  Lysander, 
Onondaga  Co. ;  ^lexico;  Jlditarv  tract. 


Huested.  PLcito.  MELZAK  KICHAKDS  POST,  No.  135,  W.  K.  C. 

1,  Mrs.  G.  Larkiu, :;,  Mrs.  8.  Nichols,  Chaplain,  3,  Mrs.  Jane  Webb,  4,  Mrs.  A.  Cole.  Guard,  5,  Mrs.  Majiu:ie 
Evai-ts,  Color  Beaver,  0.  Mrs.  Helen  McMullen,  Secretary,  7,  Mrs.  Olive  Adams,  S,  Mis.  Anna  Day,  9,  Mrs. 
Hattie  Newell,  Vice  President,  1(1,  Mrs.  L.  .1.  Clark,  U.  Mrs.  Maw  Sweetland,  12,  .Mrs.  J.  Hall,  1:),  Mrs.  jDaniels 
H,  Mrs.  Ada  Parker,  Pianist,  l.'>,  Mrs.  Ella  .\raes,  16,  Jirs.  Meda  Barker,  17  Mrs.  D.Barton,  18,  Mrs.  L.  Dillen- 
beck.  Color  Bearer,  lii,  .Miss  .Julia  Nichols,  Assistant  Conductor,  20,  Mrs,  Maria  Spooner,  President,  21,  Mrs. 
M.  Parsons,  22,  Mrs.  M.  Stone.  2.i,  Mrs.  N.  Pentield,  24,  Mrs.  E.  Parker,  Assistant  Guard,  2.5,  Mrs.  M.Andrew.s, 
Jimior  Vice.  2li,  Mrs.  Nora  McDonald,  27,  Mrs.  Marv  Huntington,  Conductor,  2S,  Mrs.  J.  Carpenter,  29,  Mrs.  D. 
Austin,  .30,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Tillapaugh,  .31,  Mrs.  J.  Rulison,  32,  Mrs.  E.  Jones. 


president,  Olive  Adams;  junior  vice  ijresident, 
AdeUa  Hardy;  chai^lain,  Adelaide  M.  Parker; 
treasurer,  Celia  Cojip;  conductor,  AmeUa  Clark; 
assistant  conductor,  Philauila  Aird;  guard,  Ella 
.\mes;  a.ssistant  guard,  Kate  Morton. 

August  19,  1890  found  the  number  of  members 
largely  increased.  Its  growth  has  been  continu- 
ous, and  at  the  present  time  there  are  sixty-six 
members.  In  1883  a  jjiano  was  ])urcha.sed  by  the 
Corps,  aided  liy  the  Post,  to  which  we  are  .aux- 
iliary; and  from  time  to  time  other  j)roperty,  such 
as  tables,  dishes,  silverwai'e,  linen  and  numerous 
other  article  have  been  added,  thus  enabling  them 
to  give  socials,  luusicales  and  other  entertainments 
for  its  benefit.  Flag  work  has  been  added  to  the 
ritual  work  of  the  coi-ps  and  committees  on  patri- 


Hastings,  April  20,  1825;   Constantia;   Mexico. 

Hannibal,  Feb.  28,  1806;  Lysander;  Mexico; 
Military  tract. 

Mexico,  April  10,  1792 — re-organized  Feb.  25. 
1796;  AMiitestown,  Herkimer  Co. 

New  Haven,  April  2,  1813;  Mexico. 

OrweU,  Feb.  28,  1817;  Richland;  Williamstown; 
Mexico. 

Oswego,  .\pril  20,  1818;  Hannibal;  Lys.ander; 
Mexico;  Military  tract. 

Palermo,  April  4,  1832;  Volney;  Mexico. 

Parish,  March  20,  1828;  Mexico. 

Redfield,  March  U,  ISOO:  Mexico. 

Ricliland,  Feb.  20,  1807;  Williamstown; Mexico. 

Scriba,  April  5,  1811;  Fredericksliurg  [see  Vol- 
ney]; Mexico. 


IC. 
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Sandy  Crock,  Mirn-li  21.  1S2.".;  I'.i.'Uhm.l:  Wil- 
liamstown;  Mexico. 

Si-hrceppel,  April  4,  lKi-2;  Voluey;  Mexico. 

Voliiov,  .\pril  .">.  ] SI  1 ;  citH'tetl  first  a.s  the  town 
of  Frederick.sliiny.  March  21.  ISOU;  from  Mexico. 

Willianistown.  March  21.  18(14;  Me.xico. 

West  Monroe,  March  21,  1839;  Coustuntia; 
Mexico. 

Vera  Cruz  wa.s  tlie  name  of  a  village  and  liar- 
Ipoi-  at  the  month  of  Little  Salmon  river,  -wbich 
were  desifjued  liy  George  Seriba  in  17!t")  and  \verc' 
intended  to  become  the  main  poit  of  entry  at  the 
ciistcru  end  of  Lake  Ontario.  Being  located  at 
bis  "cai)ital"  on  Oneida  lake  which  he  called  Kot- 
terdani,  now  the  village  of  Constant  ia,  ^fr.  Seriba 
desired  to  open  means  of  connecting  with  the  ont- 
side  world  hy  lake  navigation.  Following  the 
most  dii'ect  and  fea.sible  route  he  oi)eued  a  road 
four  rods  wide,  between  Kotterdani  and  the  lake, 
a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  striking  at  the  point 
where  he  determined  to  locate  his  lake  port.  This 
road  ran  almost  a  "bee  line"  even  eros.siug  tlx' 
high  hill  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  village  of  Mex- 
ico near  the  house  formerly  owned  by  Josei)h 
Simons.  In  17'.)."}  his  agent  Henjaniin  Wright.snr- 
veyed  both  si<les  of  the  Ijittle  Salmon  river  from 
the  lake  a  half  mile  up  stream  and  laid  out  the 
whole  tract  in  streets  and  "city  lots."  A  map  of 
tlie  proposed  city  which  was  made  at  that  time 
was  afterwards  found  by  Mr.  Oeorge  (ioodwin  of 
Mexico  and  witli  the  understanding  that  it  should 
be  ])re.serv.  d,  was  placed  in  tlie  custody  of  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  summer  hotels  now  oecu])y- 
iug  the  site  of  the  embryoic  city  of  Vera(U'uz.  It 
was  framed  anil  now    hangs  in  the  hotel. 

Scrib.i's  va.st  projects  for  a  harbor  at  this  i)lace 
were  never  fully  realized,  although  for  a  few  years 
beginning  the  uiuteenth  centurv,  considerable 
lake  business  was  transacted  at  this  "port."  The 
deepening  of  tlie  harbor  and  the  necessary  break- 
waters which  he  exijected  the  government  would 
effect  were  never  obtained.  But  considerable 
building  of  small  structures,  prineipidly  residences 
was  done  along  the  .stream  an<l  the  place  gave 
promise  of  future  greatness.  It  is  .said  that  in 
181)4  more  merchandise  was  received  ami  produ'  e 
shijjped  at  this  place  than  at  Oswego  or  Utica, 
both  of  which  were  tlien  small  villages. 

The  year  Wright  made  the  survey  Scribaerected 
on  the  stream  back  from  the  lake  a  saw  and  grist 
mill.  The  following  year  Wright  ]iut  up  a  log 
building  for  a  residence  and  another  for  a  store. 
That  summer  he  procured  as  much  hel])  as  could 
be  obtained  from  the  setth'rs  and  dug  out  the 
month  of  the  creek.  The  next  year,  171)7,  Seriba 
caused  to  he  erected  a  one-story  l)nilding  for  a 
tavern  and  five  small  structures  intended  for 
homes  of  his  workmen  of  whom  he  intended  to 
employ  a  large  number,  ho])ing  to  induce  many 
to  come  there  with  their  families.  These  were 
built  about  on  the  present  site  of  Texas,  where 
the  fall  of  the  stream  made  it  luvessary  two  years 
before  to  erect  his  mills  so  that  he  could  obtain 
water  jxiwer,  and  close  to  w'hich  it  was  desirable 
to  establish  th<>  nucleus  for  the  proposed  "city." 
A  sea  captain  named  (Jeerman,  who  had  come 
over  from  Holland,  was  sent  to  Vera  Cruz  by  Mr. 
Seriba  to  superintend  the  erection  of  a  ship  yard 
which  was  forthwith  laid  out  but  was  not  built 
until  the  following  spring,  171)8.  In  the  mean- 
time a  few  families    had   arrived,  some   of   them 


taking  up  small  plots  of  gi-onnd  which  they  were 
to  ]>archase  for  homes,  and  a  few  places  of   busi 
ness  hiul  started  up.    The  place  in  171)8  comprised 
a  dozen  buildings  including  the  Wright  store,  the 
Seriba  tavern  and  a  blacksmith   slioi).     There    is 
no    record    of   Capt.  Geerman    cro.ssing  the  lake 
until  he  made  the  fateful   voyage  to  King.ston  in 
in  the  summer  of  179!).     Benjamin  Winch.  Archi- 
bald  Fail-child    and    Benjamin    (iilbert    bought 
homes  here  and  brought  in  theii'  families   during 
171)8.     Captain  Geerman  loaded  his  new-  schooner 
in   the   summer  of  171)1)  with  lumber  and  accom- 
])anied  by  Welcome  Spencer  sailed  for  Kingston. 
Several  days  passed  and  nothing  was  heard  from 
them.     Finallv   it  was  learned  that  they  had  not 
been  seen  at  Kingston.     Then   a   rescuing   ])arty 
made   up  of  the  father  of  young  Spencer,  Chii) 
man  Wlieadon,  Green  Clark,  Nathaniel  Kood  and 
Miles    Doolittle,      all     prosperous      citizens     ol 
Vera  Chuz— Clai-k  and  Kood  l)eing  freeholders- 
put  out  in  a  small  boat  hoj  ing   to   get  tidings  of 
the  lost  craft.     On  their  return  when  oi)i>oi-ite  the 
mouth  of  Salmon  river,  ten  miles  from  home,  the 
boat  was  ui>sct  by  a  sudden  squall.     Whcadon  was 
the  only  one   of   the   party   who   managed  for  a 
time  to  cling  to  the  overturned  boat.     But  he  was 
soon  compelled  to  let  go  even  while  some  wood- 
men who  had  coma  down  to  shore  wer(^  attemi>t- 
iug  to  get  out  to  his  rescue.     Not  one  of  the  party 
was  saved.     Their   loss    left   at   Vera   Cruz  only 
Benjamin    Wright,    Benjamin   Winch,    Benjamin 
(iilbert  and  Archilndd   Fairchild,   .surviving  free- 
holders and  heads  of  families,  the  rest  of  the  pop- 
ulation being  Seriba's  workmen.     It  was  a  serious 
blow   to   the  prosperity  of  the  community.     But 
others  came  in  and  the  "town  for  a  few  years  picked 
up  with  renewed  vigor.     Then  followed  nicu-e  dis- 
asters on  the  lake  in  which  now  and    then  a  resi- 
dent of  the  place  was  lost.     Finally  in  ]S2()  all  of 
the   Imildiugs   between   the   present   site   of  thi' 
Texas  pnstoffice  and  the  lake  were  burned.     Then 
the  new  buildings  that  were   erected   were   built 
clustering  about  that  iioiut  and  the  new  name  of 
Ti'xas  was  substituted  for  that  of  Vera  Cruz.     A 
ship  yard  built  at  the  same  time  did  not  prosper 
and  w\as  at  last  abandoned. 

Now  the  lake  shore  on  both  sides  is  occupied 
by  summer  homes,  the  locality  being  known  as 
^texico  Point,  more  recently  and  more  apjiropri- 
ately  christened  Ontario  Park. 

Supervisors.— John  Myer  171)7-'S;  Keubcn 
Hamilton  171)1)-1.S(10,  181)3-'()5;  Jonathan  P.arkhurst 
IHOl;  Calvin  Tiffany  1802,  Dyer  Burnhain  180f)- 
'8,  '10,'12-15;  David  Easton  1809;  David  Williams 
1811;  Elias  Brewster  lSlfi-'17;  '40-1;  '44;  David 
Burnham  1818-'20;  Peter  Pratt  1821,  '2:5-'8;  W. 
S.  Fitch  1822;  Joseph  Lamb  1825);  Joseph  W. 
Houghton  1830-'4;  Luther  S.  Conldin  ISSo-'li; 
Joseph  Torrev  1837;  Charles  Brewster  1838-'!); 
Orville  Bobinson  1S42;  Starr  Clark  1843;  John 
U.  Kichardson  1S45-'S;  James  S.  Chandler  18411; 
Bradl.v  lliggins  l,S.")()-"3;  L.  D.  Smith  18r)4-Tj; 
(^alvin'G.  Hinckley  18.">();  Seabury  A.  TuUer  18.")7; 
'(;2-'7;  M.  Newell'  18.')H-'1);  Calvin  Smith  I8()0; 
Leonard  Ames  18(;i;  John  C.  Taylor  18(18-'!); 
William  J.  Menter  1870-'.'>;  Asa  L.  Samjison  1S7()- 
'8"  'l)l-'3-  George  H.  Goodwin  1883;  L.  La  Seur 
Virgil  1884;  John  W.  Ladd  188.5-'t;;  '81);  M.  W. 
Collins  1887-'8;  Bufns  P.  Calkins  181)0;  Edward 
L.  Huntington  181)1  (present  incumbent). 
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The    County    Seat   Question.  —  Under    the 

authority  of  the  law  ereetiug  the  county,  enacted 
March  1,  1816,  provLsiou  wa.s  made  for  two  county 
seats,  each  representing  one  of  the  two  "jury 
districts"  into  which  the  county  was  then  divided. 
The  naming  of  what  was  to  lie  the  two  half-.shire 
villages  of  the  county  was  left  to  three  coramis 
siouers  named  in  the  act,  viz:  Pearley  Keyes  and 
Ethel  Bronson  of  the  county  of  .Jetl'ersou,  and 
Htei)hen  Bates  of  the  county  of  Ontario.  The 
construction  of  court  houses  iu  Oswego  and  Pu- 
laski was  begun  in  the  summer  of  ISIS.  That  at 
(Jswego  was  a  wooden  structure  designed  solely  as 
a  court  Lou.se,  although  its  basement  was  sulise- 
(juently  fitted  up  f(U'  a  jail.  The  court  house  at 
Pulaski  w  s  a  more  pretentious  structure,  being 
designed  to  accommodate  a  commodious  jail. 

In  1853  the  old  stoue  jail  on  East  Second  street, 
( )swego,  was  constructed,  which  answered  every 


kept.  On  April  (>,  1852,  the  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Eichland  wei'e  also  authorized  to  build  a  fire 
proof  clerk's  office  on  a  lot  given  for  the  purpose 
by  Benjamin  Wright  in  Pulaski,  provided  that  it 
be  finished  by  September  1,  1853,  and  the  town 
was  authorized  to  raise  $1,500 bj  tax.  The  super- 
visors let  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  one- 
story  stone  building  to  C  H.  Cross  and  it  was 
completed  in  that  summer  at  the  cost  of  $1. "205, 
on  the  site  next  west  of  the  court   house. 

In  November  of  the  same  year  an  cfibrt  was 
made  to  have  the  county  seat  locate<l  jiermanently 
at  Oswego.  This  led  to  a  hot  discussion  between 
tho.se  who  favored  and  those  who  ojiposed  the 
projjosition.  Itbecame  so  acrimonious  that  the 
su])ervisors  attempted  to  compromise  by  adopting 
a  resolution,  November  22,  for  the  location  of  the 
county  clerk's  office  at  Mexico,  it  being  suppo.sed 
by  those  who  favored  Oswego  that  the   people   of 
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purpose  luitil  the  completion  of  the  new  jail,  in 
1888.  In  1858  the  board  of  supervisors  appro- 
priated .'$30,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  court 
house  in  Oswego  and  $5,000  for  enlarging  and  re- 
Ijaii'ing  the  court  house  in  Pula.ski.  The  former 
was  comi)leted  m  September,  1860,  and  its  cost 
was  $(U0  less  than  the  appropriation,  being 
.f29,390.  The  improvements  on  the  court  house 
at  Pulaski  were  made  in  1859. 

Until  1853  the  records  of  the  county  were  kej)t 
at  intervals  in  places  which  seemed  the  most  seciu'e 
in  Oswego  and  Pulaski.  By  common  consent 
they  were  transferred  from  one  place  to  the  other 
with  the  election  of  a  clerk,  once  in  three  years. 
By  an  act  of  Api'O  11.  1S51.  the  common  councU 
of  Oswego  was  authorized  to  expend  not  less  than 
$2,000,  raised  by  a  special  levy  municipal  tax,  for 
the  erection  of  a  fire  proof  county  clerk's  office  in 
that  city,  which  building  was  shortly  afterward 
constnicted,  and  there  the  records  have  since  been 


that  town  might  in  that  way  be  won  over  to  the 
plan  of  making  Oswego  the  place  for  the  meeting.s 
of  all  the  courts. 

In  the  winter  of  1853  petitions  for  the  division 
of  the  county  were  pi-esented  to  the  legislature. 
In  December,  1852,  Judge  Pratt  granted  an  in- 
junction restraining  the  county  clerk  from  mov- 
ing the  records  from  his  office  in  the  city  of  Os- 
wego. By  a  subsequent  action  on  the  part  of  the 
sai)ervisors  and  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  the 
])ermanent  location  of  the  county  clerk  was  fixed 
at  O.swego. 

The  First  Highway  between  Mexico  and  Os- 
wego run  through  what  is  known  as  the  Cheever 
district,  following  closely  the  shore  of  the  lake  for 
a  considerable  distance.  This  was  the  continu- 
ation of  the  great  road  which  was  previously 
opened  froji  Camden  first  as  far  as  Colosse  then 
on  to  Mexico. 
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Cbamplain  in  Mexico,  1615. — That  this  iv- 
iiiarkablo  expiMlitii)n  ltd  bv  the  French  i-ouitier 
('hainpliiin  when  lie  was  governor  of  New  Fruncc 
in  1(115,  Inndeil  ahnost  iii  the  town  of  Mexico  anil 
led  his  men  across  this  section  of  country  even 
crossing  Tiittle  Salmon  i-rcek  near  the  i)resent  vil- 
lage of  Texas,  cannot  snccessfullv  lie  ilisjmted. 
The  authority  for  this  stitement  is  Champlain's 
map  of  \ew  France,  ]mlilish(>d  in  l(i;!2,  upon 
which  the  route  he  |)ur^iicd  is  ]ilainlv  traced  liv  a 
dotted  lire. 

Champlaiii  in  ItiO'.l  had  discovered  and  explored 
the  lake  which  hears  hi.s  name.  Six  years  later, 
followinj;  the  unbeaten  tracks  north  of  the  (ireat 
Lakes  he  penetrated  the  then  unknown  regions 
westward  into  the  couutiy  of  the  HuroDS  striking 
the  shores  of  the  lake  bearing  that  name.  Then 
he  returned  east  accompanied   by  a  considernble 


the  liarty  directed  their  course  southwesterly, 
traveling  "four  leagues  over  a  sandy  plain."  They 
\\  ere  crossing  the  heart  of  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Mexico,  which  Chaniidain  describes  as  follows: 
"I  observed  a  very  pleasing  and  line  country 
wat<'red  by  numerous  small  streams,  and  two  little 
rivers  which  emjity  into  the  said  lake  [Tjittle  Sal- 
mon and  (Jriudstone  creeks |  and  a  number  of 
ponds  and  prairies  where  there  was  an  infinite 
(piantity  of  game,  a  great  many  vines  and  fine 
trees,  vast  numbers  of  cheslnut.s,  the  fruit  of 
which  was  yet  in  the  sliell.  It  was  (piite  small 
and  well  flavored."  He  evidently  refers  to  beech- 
nuts I  unknown  to  F.uro]ieiins|  a  large  <piaiitity  at 
which  was  once  found  in  Mexico. 

Some  historians  have  located  the  fort  he  attack- 
ed in  the  Oneidiis' country,  others  in  that  of  the 
<  )iioiiilagas'     .\fter  stiidviiig  his  niaii  no  oik' can 
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force  of  that  nation  who  wcri^  then  at  war  with  the 
Senecas,  the  most  weslern  of  the  Five  Nations  of 
Indians.  Skirting  the  north  shores  of  the  lakes 
as  far  as  the  present  siteof  King.stou,  lie  embarked 
at  that  ]>oint  and  crossed  Lake  Ontario,  "proceed- 
ing southward,"  iLshe  writes,  "towards  theenemies 
[Iroipioisl  country."  His  passagi'  across  what  he 
calls  lake  of  the  Kntouhonorons  (Huron  term  for 
Ontario  I,  during  which  he  noticed  "some  beauti- 
ful and  very  large  islands,"  he  estimated  to  be  14 
leagues  [  I'J  miles  |,  which  corresponds  to  the  dis- 
tance from  Kingston  to  Salmon  river.  "We  con 
tinned  our  joiirney  overland,  '  he  writ<s,  "some 
2")  or  ;ill  leagues,"  the  distance  following  the  dot- 
ted line  on  his  map,  from  Salmon  river  to  lake 
t'anandaigna,  where  he  attacked  an  Iriipiois  fort 
and  after  six  days  was  coriijielletl  to  retreat.  Land- 
ing at  SiJmoii  river  "Ihe  Indians  concealed  all  of 
their  canoes  in  the  woods  near  the  banks."     Then 


reach  such  conclusion  except  on  the  theory  that 
he  has  incorrectly  located  the  lakes  which  he 
passed — a  theory  not  tenable  since  he  proi)erly 
located  both  Oneida  and  Onondaga  lakes  and 
marks  the  course  he  followed  as  leailiug  westward 
beyond  the  chain  of  Western  New  York  lakes. 

Mexico  in  1824  is  descrilied  as  a  village  with 
a  postothce  "4l  miles  west  of  Colosse  wheiv  there 
are  12  or  15  houses  and  2  or  3  mills  on  C'atfish 
creek.  The  iiojiulation  of  the  town,"  .says  this 
authority,  "is  l,5'.ll);  150  fanners,  5  traders,  (il 
mechanics,  :!  foreigners,  1  free  black,  '.)  schools, 
:Ur)  electors,  l,-ll;)  cattle,  271  horses,  2,5H()  sheep, 
17,2H;5  yards  of  cloth,  3  grist  mills,  7  saw  mills,  1 
oil  mill,   2  fulling  mills,  3   carding    machines,    1 

card  manufactory,    3   distilleries,   3   tanneries,    3 

a.sheries." 
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George  H.  Goodwin  was  born  in  Mexico,  N. 

Y.,  in  ]s:!4.  the  youngest  of  four  children  and  the 
only  survivor.  His  brothers  were  J.  Austin  (Jood- 
win,  Joseph  C.  Goodwin  and  Heary  (J.  Goodwin. 
His  father,  Calvin  Goodwin,  and  his  mother, 
Emily  Hiukley,  both  of  ErgMsh  descent,  were 
born  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Mexico  in 
1828.  The  former  died  in  1869  and  the  latter  in 
1845.  His  grandfather  was  a  well  known  minister 
of  the  gospel  who  preached  about  forty  years  in 
Connecticut  and  was  tlie  founder  and  first  {>astoi- 
of  the  Baptist  church  ia  ]\lexico  village. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
educated  at  the  JNIexico  academy. 
He  read  law  with  ex-.Ju<lge  Cyrus 
Whitney,  Orville  Robinson  .and 
James  Noxon,  and  was  gradu.ited 
from  the  department  of  law  of  the 
Albany  University  in  1856.  He 
practiced  his  profession  for  a  few 
years  in  Oswego  county  .and  in 
California, but  was  afterwards  more 
or  less  diverted  from  the  law  by 
reason  of  ill  health  and  the  cares 
devolving  upon  him  in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates,  so  he  has  given 
more  time  laterly  to  business  and 
literature  tlian  to  his  profession. 
Mr.  Goodwin  formerly  took  .an 
active  interest  in  politics  and  has 
held  many  positions  of  trust.  He 
was  chaii'mnn  of  the  democratic 
county  committee  many  years  and 
frequently  represented  his  party  in 
the  state  conventious. 

He  was  president  of  Mexico  vil- 
lage in  1879  and  was  supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Mexico  in  1.S,S3,  lieing 
the  only  democrat,  with  a  single 
exception,  that  has  been  elected  as 
supervisor  of  the  town  of  Mexico 
during  the  past  forty-.stven  years. 

Mr.  Goodwin  has  been  an  exten- 
sive traveller  on  both  continents. 
In  1882  he  visited  Ireland, England,  ' 
France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Ger- 
many, Belgium  and  Holland.  In 
1889  he  made  a  more  extended 
tour  in  the  east  in  the  coiu'se  in 
which  he  ascended  the  Nile  of 
Egy])t  and  afterwards  visited  Pales- 
tine, Syria,  Turkey.  Greece  and 
many  islands  of  the  Mediterranean. 
He  has  also  traversed  almost  every 
portion  of  North  America.  While 
abroad  he  wrote  a  long  .series  of 
letters  which  were  published  in 
the  local  i:)apers  and  widely  copied 
by  the  press  of  the  state, 

la  1883  Mr    ' 
Adelaide  E.  Alfred,    daughter  of  Chas.  L.  Webb, 
of  Mexico.     She  died  April  14,  1884.     Their  only 
child,  Mabel  A. ,  died  Sept.  29,  1884. 

County  Clerks. — James  Adams  (ajipointed), 
Oswego  town,  March  21,  1816;  Joseph  Davis  (ap- 
pointed,) Oswego,  March  19,  1818;  Smith  Duula)) 
(appointed)  Sandy  Creek,  Feb.  19,  1821;  Hiram 
Hubbell,  Pulaski,  term  began  Jan.  1,  1823;  T.  S. 
Morgan,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1826;  Thomas  C.  Baker, 
Pulaski,  Jan.  1,  1829;  Erie  Poor,  Oswego,  Jan.  1, 
1832;  Marinus  W.  Mathews,  Pulaski,  Jan.  1,  1835; 


Daniel  H.  Marsh,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1838;  Andrew 
Z.  McCarty,  Pulaski.  Jan.  1,  1841;  John  CarpeL- 
ter,  Oswego,  Jan.  1.  1844;  Jabez  H.  Gilbert,  Pu- 
laski, Jan.  1,  1847;  Philander  Rathbun,  0.swego, 
Jan.  1,  18.50;  Edwin  M.  Hill,  Pulaski,  Jan.  1,  18.53; 
Henrv  S.  Conde,  Ha.stings,  Jan.  1,  1856;  Samuel 
R.  Taylor,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1859;  Edward  N. 
Rathbun,  Oswego,  .Jan.  ],  1862;  BerniceL.  Doane, 
Pulaski,  Jan.  1.  1865;  Maunister  Worts,  Oswego, 
Jan.  1,  1868;  .Tohn  J.  Stephens,  Oswego  town, 
.Ian.  1,  1871;  Brainard  Nelson,  Oswego,  .Tan.  1, 
1874;  Daniel  E.  Taylor,  Granby,  .Tan.  1.  1877; 
:\Ienick  Stowell,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1880;  John  Gar- 
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Goodwin  wa.s  united  in  marriage  to      denier,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1883;  John  H.  Oliphant, 

Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1886;  Thomas  M.  Costello,  Al- 
bion, .(an.  1,  1889;  Williiim  J.  Pontelow,  Fulton, 
Jan.  1,  l.s;i2;  E.  E.  Frost,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1895; 
John  S.  Par.sons,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1898;  Frank  M. 
Breed,  Ph(eQix,  Jan   1,  1901. 

Village  Presidents.— .\.saSprague  1851 ; Luke 
D.  Smith  ],S52;  William  W.  Merriam  1853;  Dr. 
Clark  D.  Snell  1854;  Marlow  Newell  1855;  ■62-V!; 
Luther  H.  Conklin  1856:  '73-'7;  George  G.  French 
1857;  LaFayette  Alfred  18.58  '9:  72;  Perley  J. 
Babcock  1860-'! ;  David  Goit  1864-'5;  Dr.  Benja- 
min E.  Bo.ven  1866;  Daniel   H.   Stone  1867;  Cal- 
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vin  F.  Brooks  1868;  Henry  L.  Cole  1869;  Winsor 
Beel)e  1870;  Sealmrv  A.  Taller  1871;  George  H. 
Goodwin  1878;  Amos  C.  Thompson  187!);  Msmrico 
L.  Wright  lS80-'82;  John  D.  Hartson  1888-7); 
Robert  H.  Biiker  lS,S(i-'7;  James  B.  Uriggs  lH88i 
Solomon  L.  Alexander  ]S8!t:  Tiniothv  W.  Skin- 
ner 18'.I0:  Frank  :\r.  Earle  lS:il-';i:' Hiram  W. 
Loomi8l89:i;  (leorge  H.  Wilson  18W;  Dr.  S.  M. 
Bennett  IMS).".;  J.  E.  Baker  IDdl :  George  H.  Wil- 
son. IDII'J  (present  in<-uml]enl ). 

Mexico  Grange. —  The  eharter  of  Mexico 
(irauge,  No.  21.S.  hears  date  .Tune  20,  1874,  and 
this  is  all  the  authentic  history  of  Alexico  Grange 
for  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  existence,  for  the 
tire  which  destroyed  the  Boyd  House  also  des- 
troyed all  the  papers  and  turnit  ire  of  Mexico 
Grange.  So  we  are  obliged  to  dej.end  on  the 
memory  of  the  few  snrvivmg  i-haiter  members  for 
whatever  hist  ^rv  we  may  write.     Its  first   organ- 


He  was  also  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Mexico  for 
nine  years.  Mrs.  Samps<in  held  majy  important 
otlices  in  the  grange,  dischai'ging  each  and  every 
duty  faithfully.  \  kind  friend  and  a  true  coun- 
selor. Mr.  (ireen  joined  the  grange  soon  after  its 
organization  and  soon  became  one  of  its  sbiuuch 
sujiporteTs,  often  sacrificing  his  own  interests  for 
the  welfare  of  the  grange.  He,  too,  was  one  of  its 
eiirly  masters.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he 
wa.s  road  commissioner  of  the  town  of  ^lexico. 
Others  have  done  well  bnt  space  forbids  further 
on  this  line.  Mexico  (irange  is  in  good  working 
order  at  the  present  time  with  A.  1).  Field  as 
master  and  N.  A.  Sampson  as  secretary.  With 
such  men  as  these  to  the  front,  there  is  a  bright 
futm-e  before  it.  With  one  hundred  and  fifty 
members  it  is  jirepared  for  aggressive  work  on  all 
grange  lines.  It  now  meets  every  Satuiday  at  2  j). 
m.,  in  the  engine  house,  but  expects  to  have  lodge 
rooms  of  its  own  in  the  near  future. 
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Clearwater,  Chap.,  W.  limk,  I/iwer  Kow-W.  Wnllnn,  A.  S.,  Mr^s.  U.  W'luM-ki-,  .Mrs.  W.  Fvarls,  .Mrs.  \V.  Saini'- 
son,  C.  Stevens. 


ization  consisted  of  tnenty  charter  members  with 
Frederick  Sampson  a^  its  fir.st  ma.ster  who  is  .still 
living  and  is  a  prosjierous  farmer  in  Onondaga 
county.  It  would  lie  im])ossible  to  give  a  consec- 
utive list  of  masters  or  officers  duringthe  first  two 
decaxles  of  its  existence,  but  wo  think  it  would  b(> 
invidious  to  none  of  its  memliers  it  we  mention  a 
few  wlio  were  always  faithful  and  helped  cheer- 
ftilly  in  sustaining  the  grange  by  their  jiresence 
and  i-ounsil.  There  conies  to  oiu-  mind  three  in- 
(lividuids  who  had,  it  geems  to  ns,  very  luucli  to 
do  in  the  early  liistory  of  our  gi'ange,  and  tlios*' 
were  ]\rr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Sampson  tind  Veder 
(ireen.  ^Ir.  Sam|ison  was  one  of  the  earlier  nuis- 
tcrs  ami  was  thorouglily  jxisted  in  ail  grange  work 
and  for  a  number  of  years  waa  secretary  and 
director  in  the  Oswego  County  Relief  Association. 


County  Treasurers. —  Peter  Pratt,  Mexico. 
1810;  Elias  Brewster,  Mexico,  1820;  Avery  Skin- 
ner, Mexico,  bS27;  liobert  A.  Stitt,  is:i'.);  Starr 
Clark,  1840;  Hiram  Walker,  184(!;  Samuel  H. 
Stone,  Mexico,  1849;  Henry  C.  Peek,  Mexico, 
18-..'-.;  Luther  H.  Conklin,  Mexico,  18.^8;  John 
Dowdle,  Oswego,  1879;  George  (Joodier,  Oswego, 
1882  (died  in  otlice  in  ]S8(;,  the  first  year  after  his 
re-election);  K.  Eugene  McKin.stry,  Oswego,  (.ap 
]>ointed  by  the  supervisors  in  Goodier's  place) 
February,  l.SMl;  Tliomas  Moore,  Oswego,  1886, 
re-elected  bS,s;t  iiinl  again  every   term  sinc<'. 

First  Postoffice  in  the  town  of  M<'.\ico,  or 
Oswego  county  was  establi.shed  at  Kotterdam, 
now  Constantia,  Jan.  1,  1798,  in  the  house  of 
John  Meyer  who  was  mode  the  postmaster. 
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Itlexico  Fire  Department. — Au  organization 
linown  :is  the  Bucket  Company  was  formed  in  the 
year  1S55,  with  David  Goit  as  foreman.  In  181)1 
the  village  purchased  a  hand  engine  and  then  two 
new  companie.s  were  to  med,  the  engine  company 
with  forty  men  and  the  hose  company  with  twenty 
men,  S.  B.  Spooner  being  chief.  This  organiz 
iition  continued  for  s-ome  twenty  years,  during 
which  tlie  foUowing  served  as  chief:  W.  A..  Boli- 
hins,  S.  L.  Alexaude'-,  A.  J.  Halleck,  .Tohn  Wing, 
F.  B.  (iregory.  In  1S87  the  present  Silshy  steam 
engine  was  purchased  l>y  the  village  and  a  new 
organization  was  formed,  knowu  as  Mexico  Fh-e 
Department,  with  Jolm  M.  Wing  as  chief.  This 
deiJartment  then  consisted  of  four  companies. 
The  Engine  Company,  Weed  and  Sullivan  Hose 
Companies  and  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Comijany. 
The  following  served  as  chief  since  the  steamer 
was  purchased:  1888  J.  Schoouinaker;  18811  .A.  ,T. 
Ilallrck;  IS'.X)  F.  B.   Gregory;  ISOl    .Tohn  Wing; 


1835;  Jaliez  H.  GUbert,  Orwell,  Jan.  1,  1838;  Nor- 
man Bowe,  New  Haven,  Jan.  1,  1811;  second  term, 
Jan.  1,  1849;  Marinus  W.  Matthews,  Pulaski,  Jan. 
1,  1841;  Horace  J.  Carey,  Oswego,  appointed  to 
fiU  vacancy  by  death  of  Matthews,  Dec.  5,  1844; 
.\lviu  Lawrence,  Mexico.  Jan.  1,  181();  George  W. 
Stillman,  OrweM,  .Jan.  1.  1852;  Bufus  Hawkins, 
Oswego,  Jan.  1,  18.55;  Charles  A.  Perkins.  Con- 
staulia,  Jan.  1,  1858;  Sidney  M.  Tucker,  Pulaski, 
.Tan.  1,  18(il;  re-elected  from  Oswego,  .Tan.  1,  18(i7; 
BobertD.  GiUispie,  Eichland,  Jan.  1,  1864;Ja'iies 
Doyle,  Oswego,  Jan.  1,  1870;  Henry  H.  Lymin, 
Puhi-ski,  Jan.  1,  1873;  Frank  S.  Low,  Pulaski,  .Tan. 
1,  1876;  .1.  Lyman  Bulkley,  Sandy  C!reek,  Jan.  1, 
1879;  Edwin  L.  Huntington,  Mexico,  Jan.  2,  1882; 
Alfred  N.  Beadle,  Pulaski,  Jan.  1,  1885;  John 
Van  Buren,  New  Haven,  Jan.  1,  1888;  Amos  All- 
port,  Scrilm,  .Tan.  1,  1891;  Wilbur  H.  Selleck, 
WiUiamstown,  Jan.  1,  1894:  Wm.  H.  Euos,  Scriba, 
Jan.  1,  1897;  Albert  Warren,  Jan.  1,  1900. 


Hiiested,  Photo.  THE  MEXICO  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Top  Row-(rmm  li-ft  to  right)  James  Tryoii  F  Smedliy.  ScxTi-tarv.  F.  Stewart,  J.  D.  Cue,  Foreman  H.  & 
L.  Co.:  E.  Ikirdick.  E.  Pettlngill.  C.  Fellows.  Miiiilli'  Kow— \V.  H.  Slierman.  Asst.  Chief;  C.  Pettingill,  A.. I. 
Halleck,  Foreman  Hose  Co.,  F.  Pepper,  G.  Minckler,  Chief;  .M.  PiL-i'man.  Lower  Row— W.  Castlu.  O.  Ames, 
(.'.  Davis,  W.  Elkins.  M.  Lainphier. 


1893  Edward  Potter;  189(5  W.  P.  Lyons;  1899 
Frank  Elkins;  1900  A.  J.  Halleck.  At  present 
the  depa  ttnent  con-ists  of  twenty-eight  men  with 
the  foUowing  as  officer.^:  Gates  M.  Minckler,  chief; 
Willi  im  H.  Sherman,  assistant  chief;  Frank 
Smedli'y,  secretary,  and  Robert  Adams,  treasurer; 
A.  .J.  Halleck,  foreman  Hose  and  .Tasper  D.  Coe, 
foreman  Hook  and  Ladder.  The  old  hand  engine 
is  still  the  property  of  the  village  and  is  stiU  in 
fairly  good  condition. 

Sheriffs. — John  S.  Davis  (appointed),  Ptilaski, 
March  21,  1816;  Peter  Pratt  (appointed),  Mexico, 
Feb.  4,  1820;  Orris  Hart  (appointed).  New  Haven, 
Feb.  13.  1821;  elected  from  Oswego,  .Tan.  1,  1823; 
A.sa  Dudley,  Oswego  town,  Jan.  1,  1826;  Hastings 
Curtiss,  Hastings,  Jan.  1,  1829;  William  Hale,  Pu- 
laski, Jp.n.  1,  1SH2;  Jonathan  Case,  Fulton,  Jan.  1, 


State  Senators  from  Oswego  County — Alvin 
Bronson,  1823-4,  '30-3;  Avery  Skinner,  Mexico, 
1838  41;  Enoch  B.  Talcott,  Oswego,  1845  (i  (his 
term  was  cut  short  by  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution);  Thomas  H.  Bond,  Oswego,  1848-9; 
Moses  P  Hatch,  Oswego,  1851;  James  Piatt,  Os- 
wego, 1852-3;  M.  Lindley  Lee,  Fulton,  1856-7; 
Cheney  Ames,  Oswego,  1858-9,  '64-5;  Andrew  S. 
Warner,  Pulaski,  1860-1;  Bichard  K.  Sanford, 
Fulton,  1862-3;  John  J.  Wolcott,  Volney,  1866-7: 
Abner  C.  Mattoon,  Oswego,  1868-9;  William  Fos- 
ter, Constantia,  1872-3;  Benjamin  Doolittle,  Os- 
wego, 1876-7;  George  B.  Sloan,  Oswego,  1886-'91; 
Nevada  N.  Stranahan,  Fulton,  1896-1902, 

Epidemics. — In  1812  a  sweeping  epidemic  of 
cholera  carried  oft'  many  residents  of  Mexico.  In 
1820  there  were  a  large  number  of  deaths  from 
dvsentei-v. 
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George' H.  Wilson,  tlu'  2>i'i'-''i'leut  of  (he  \  il- 
lage  of  ^lexico,  wus  hoi-u  iu  .\iulioy,  O.swef^o  Co., 
March  21,  183(1.  Hi.sfathnr,  P'laiicisWilsou,  came 
from  Ireland  iu  1827  and  after  living  at  Camden, 
X.  Y.,  awhile,  bought  a  farm  at  Amboy,  where 
the  suljject  of  this  sketch  livi  d  until  he  was  17 
years  of  age.  Then,  at  tho  death  of  liis  mother, 
he  left  home  and,  following  the  trade  of  a  cooper, 
drifted  to  the  .south  and  cast — among  other  places 
l{ichniond,  Va.,  and  New  York.  Finally,  return- 
ing lie  .spent  about  fifteen  years  in  lumbering  in 
()nei<la  and  Oswego  counties.  Imying  standing 
tindier  with  or  witliont  the  lands,  )ila<ing  the  l>ark 
with  tlie  tanneries  and 
manufacturing  lumber 
for  general  use.  At  one 
time  he  in  comi)any  with 
(Seorge  Swansou,  a 
brother-in-law,  ojieratcd 
a  saw  mill  at  Camden,  N. 
v.,  where  tliey  cut  up 
large  (piantities  of  timber 
and  dre.ssed  it  f.  r  the 
market,  besides  snjjply- 
ing  a  great  deal  of  hem- 
lock for  abranch  railroad 
which  wus  then  I'cing  run 
through  from  Williams- 
town  to  AIa]ile  Hdl  for 
himliering  purposes  and 
which  long  .go  was  taken 
11]).  On  .Nov.  28,  1S70, 
i\Ir.  Wilson  married  Airs. 
Mary  Sanders,  the 
dauglitcr  of  John  and 
Maria  Driggs  of  Mexico. 
The  following  year  he 
went  into  the  mercantile 
bu.siness  at  (ilenniore 
whicli  he  carried  on  two 
years  then  removed  his 
busine.ss  to  Taberg  where 
he   conducted   a  general 


store  tor  19  years.  In  1883.  iu  company 
yyith  Steadmau  Bros.,  he  built  a  canning 
factory  in  the  latter  village.  The  Stesid- 
mans  retired  soon  thereafter  and  Mr.  Wilson 
is  still  carrying  on  that  factory.  .\  few 
years  later  he  came  to  Mexico,  his  wife's 
old  home,  where  both  desired  to  live,  and 
pui'chased  I-")  acres  of  land  on  the  line  of  the 
railroad  where  in  1888  he  erected  the  larg<' 
factory  from  which  he  every  year  markets 
a  large  output  of  canned  corn  and  puniiikin. 
He  refused  to  accept  iiuy  contribution  from 
the  village  in  the  wav  of  monev  or  a  site  for 
his  fiictory.  In  bSilii  he  and  "Mrs.  Wilson 
removed  here  and  purchased  the  large  and 
I  leasant  home  they  now  occiipy  <  u  Chun  h 
street.  From  the  Taberg  an  1  Mexico 
factories  Mr.  Wil.son  turns  out  on  the 
average  two  millions  of  canned  products 
when  the  seascm  isfavoral)le  for  the  harvest, 
and  gives  employment  during  canning  time 
to  between  2(10  and  .iOd  ])eople.  The  goods 
are  sold  to  the  largest  jobbers  an<l  dealers 
in  the  country.  Mr.W'ilson  while  a  resident 
of  TaVierg  served  a  year  as  su]icrvisor  of  the 
town  of  Annsville.  He  is  now  in  his  third 
term  as  president  of  Mexico  In  idl  mat 
tcrs  relating  to  local  public  improve- 
ment he  is  active,  and  as  a  Iru.stee  of  the  Aletho- 
dist  church  for  sevei'al  years  he  has  been  a  liberal 
supj)ort«r  of  that  society. 

John  Driggs,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Mexico,  came  with  his  wife  from  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  iu  1839,  traveling  with  both  a 
wagon  and  a  sleigh,  one  being  carried  upon  the 
other,  ius  the  condition  of  the  weather  and  roads 
required.  The  journey  as  far  as  Borne  was  made 
on  wheels  and  from  that  })lace  up  into  the  jiar- 
tially  opened  country,  over  mere  tracks  leading 
through  the  woods  until  the  ])arty  reached  its  des- 
tination, on  runners.     Mrs.   Driggs   (Maria   Bald- 
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will)  was  descL'Uiled  from  ii  distiuguisheJ  Massa- 
chusetts fa  iiily,  her  father,  a  soldier  in  tlic 
American  revohition,  having  served  many  years 
in  the  legislature  of  that  commt)nwealth.  Two  of 
her  brothers  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr. 
Driggs  first  bought  a  farm  three  miles  from  Mex- 
ico and  afterwards  moved  to  C'oloss  <  where  he  was 
living  at  the  time  of  the  war  of  18(il-'").  He  was  ji 
staunch  defender  of  the  Union  and  was  active  in 
promotmg  eulistinents  in  the  federal  army  from 
this  to.vu,  contrdiuting  liberally  f(U-  that  ])urpose 
from  his  })ersonal  means.  Later  he  located  a 
mile  south  of  Mexico  village',  where  Mrs.  Driggs 
died  in  18(57. 

Mr.  Driggs  was  one  of  thi>  large  number  of 
"forty-niners"  who  was  attracted  to  the  west  at 
the  time  of  the  iliscovery  of  gold  in  California. 
During  the  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  resided  in 
the  village  of  Mexico  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1883  he  then  being  80  years  of  age. 

Colosse  was  the  first  village  dignified  as  such 
and  with  a  ))ostoftice  in  the  town  of  Mexico.  It 
first  started  from  a  small  settlement  begun  at  the 
crossing  of  the  two  highways  leading  from  the 
unsettled  frontiers  of  Oswego  county  to  the  chain 


of  settlements  which  were  then,  early  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  springing  up  across 
the  central  part  of  the  state.  One  of  these 
roads  connected  Oswego  with  C'amden  and 
Rome,  aud  the  other  led  from  Salina  to 
Sacketts  Hiirbor. 

The  hamlet  was  fir.st  known 
Four  Corners.  About  184()-o() 
of  French  families  had  settled 
most    jjroininent    being     Peter 


as  Mexico 
a   number 
here,    the 
(xray    who 
arrived  in  18-12  and  stalled  a  store,  also  run- 
ning a  saw  mill  and  manufacturing  wagons. 
Among   others   who   came    that   year  were 
Fiederick  Le  Clair,  Lande  Shapney, Francis 
Henry,  Francis  Matty,    (ieorge   and    Peter 
Boigeal,  (ieorge  Turout,  John  Perot,  Jacob 
Racine,     Fred    Pettit,    Francis   and  Louis 
Larobardier,  (Jeorge  Rolleu,  Antoine  Salla- 
diu,  Telfus  Boprey,  Fred  and  George  Beley 
and  Francis  Villiard. 

The  first  settlers  here  so  far  as  is  known, 
were  Perry  Allen  and  Elisha  Huntley. 
Lorenzo  Huntley  lived  on  the  old  homestend 
many  years.  Lyman  Huntley  became  a 
lihysician.  About  1817  Judge  Bates  erected 
a  tavern  adjacent  to  the  store  which  w;us 
opened  by  Rufus  Tiil'any  in  1816.  The 
latter  place  of  business  afterwards  went  into  the 
hands  of  MUton  Harmon  and  siabsequeutly  Lean 
der  Parklmrst.  About  1840  Henry  Webb  was 
engaged  in  trade  here  but  he  sold  out  to  Thomas 
and  Charles  L.  Webb  and  moved  to  Mexico  vil- 
lage. The  Union  Store  Stock  Co.  was  succeeded  1  )y 
John  Becker  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son  and  a 
]iartner  named  Richardson.  R.  A.  Burke  was  one 
of  the  early  merchants  who  sold  out  to  George 
(t.  Brown  &  Son,  who  in  turn  were  succeeded  by 
Peter  Gray.  The  latter  was  succeeded  l)y  his  son, 
James  Gray.  William  A.  and  James  A.  Johnson 
were  merchants  who  burned  out  in  December, 
1853.  In  1821  Paul  Allen  built  the  second  tavern 
in  the  village;  also  an  ashery  and  distillery.  In 
1822  Joseph  Devendorf  started  a  tannery  and 
shoe  shop  and  he  was  succeeded  l]y  Truman  Rood. 
About  the  same  time  Marshall  Fairchild  was  en- 
gaged in  making  hats.  Among  Iho.se  who  af.er- 
wards  kept  tavern  here  wei-e  V.  Ij  Barnes,  L.  D. 
Snell  and  Seymour  Worden.  The  earlv  black- 
smiths were  Alvin  Richardson  and  Sidney  I). 
Markham.  The  early  po>tmaster.s  were  Alvin 
Richardson,  (.)range  Frary,  Chauncey  (i.  Frary, 
his  son,  Cyrus  H.  Harvey,  Edwin  T.  Johnson, 
Webster    M.    Richardson,   Peter  Gray,  Cyrus  F. 
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Allen  and  .lames  dray.  Dr.  'IVnnant  was  tlif  liist 
pby.sioian.  Sanford  Doiiglas.s  (>|i<'ned  a  .sclmol. 
the  first  in  the  town  of  Jlcxico,  in  ISDi). 

Colosse  Harbor  wa.s  at  one  time  the  dream  of 
some  t)f  tile  energetic  ami  enterpri.sing  residents 
of  that  village.  For  the  purpcse  of  eil'ecting  this 
ent<'r|iri.se  the  Colosse  Hvdranlie  Co.,  was  organ- 
ized with  a  eai)ital  (if  .^."i.dOll  on  A|iril  l:i,  1.S42. 
The  ineorjiorators  were  ("vrns  .\llen,  Sidney  1). 
Mai'kh.im,  Leander  Parkhur.st,  .\lvin  Riehardson, 
Charles  L.  Welih,  WUliain  .\.  Hates,  Thomas 
Weill  1.  .\rtemus  Chiueh  and  John  M.  Richard=on. 
The  ]ilan  was  to  deepen  the  pond  of  Nicholas  E. 
Cliaialiers  and  enclose  it  with  docks.  Then  dig  a 
canal  connecting  the  pond  with  Lake  Ontario, 
most  of  the  way  nsing  the  channel  of  Little  Sal 
mon  river. 

The   missionary    and    Aid    Society    of    the 

I'reshyteriau  church  was  without  doubt  coteni- 
porar\-  with  the  organization  of  the  church.  Wlp  u 
men  begin  to  preach  and  in'ay,  w  om(  u  began  to 
work  and  also  to  pray.  The  oldest  mem'  ers  have 
long  .since  passed  on  and  many  of  the  older  mem- 
bers have  recently  died.  Mrs.  Boojamin  Stom' 
and  the  first  Mrs.  Gardner  Tullar  whose  death  is 
of  eomiiaratively  recent  (hxte  were  useful  and  de- 
voted members  who  ale  still  much  missed.  Jlrs. 
.loseiili  Stone  w  ho  died  a  year  ago  was  al.so  a  de- 
voted u.emb(>r.  ( )ther  deaths  which  occurred 
within  a  year  are  Mrs.  (iaidner  Tullar,  Mrs.  iCthel 
Stillmau  .Tohu.sou  imd  Mrs.  W.  W.  Kingslev. 
The  present  otHcers  are  ^Irs.  H.  Humphries, 
jiresident;  Miss  (irace  Becker,  vice  president;  Mrs. 
N.  \V.  Woodrntr,  secretary;  Miss  Fannie  Thomas, 
treasurer:  Mrs.  T.  J.  Green,  superintendent  of 
work;  also  a  (committee  on  suppers  and  a  com- 
mittee on  literary  and  devotional  juogram.  The 
society  is  in  every  way  a  harmonious  and  pros- 
liticHis  one.  pjvery  year  one  or  more  barrels  of 
clothing  and  bedding  are  .sent  to  mission  st^hools 
and  hospitals  and  the  needy  ones  of  the  town  are 
clothed. 

YounsT  Ladies  Cooking  Club.  —  The  organi- 
zation of  the  Young  Ladies  Cooking  Club  took 
jdace  in  the  fall  of  1808  for  the  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing its  members  in  the  mysterious  arts  of  fancy 
cooking.  The  club  was  formed  with  a  member- 
ship of  twenty-two,  the  first  pre.sident  being  Miss 
Mable  Helen  (lass  who  for  two  years  proved  her- 
self a  most  able  manager.  The  charter  members 
of  the  club  were  as  follows:  Edith  C.  Jj.  Ure, 
Margaret  O.  Newell,  (irace  Brown,  Nina  Bracy, 
Anna  Ixwis  Haydon,  Eva  Lee,  Lulu  Belle  King- 
sley,  Lila  Schoonmaker,  Eva  Sharia,  Blanche 
Wetmore,  Edith  May  Hendrickson,  Mollii^  Belle 
Miller,  liable  Helen  (iass,  (irac^e  C.  Markham, 
Monica  l5rown,  .\llie  (Uark,  Jennie  Z.  Johnson, 
Mav  Ella  ."\Iahar,  Cora  Veloniier  i'otter,  Lenn 
Calkins  and  Mable  L.  Cobb.  In  lilOd  Miss  Lulu 
Haydon  was  called  to  the  presi<lent's  chair  and 
was  also  ])ersnaded  to  hold  office  for  two  years. 
In  lieceniber  l!f(12  Miss  .Vllie  CI  .rk  was  honored 
with  the  office  of  president  whose  duties  it  is  to 
a|>poiiit  a  menu  committ*'e  and  inform  the  mt  m- 
bers  of  the  club  where  the  next  meeting  will  be 
held.  She  also  sele(^ts  two  young  ladies  who 
serve  the  snpjier  or  six  o'clock  iliiiner  for  whi<'h 
the  club  has  become  famous;  also  two  others  are 
mmed  to  se;^  that  th-^  kitch?n  ai  Tell  as  the  jiar- 


lors  are  left  in  perfect  order  befoi-e  the  closing  of 
the  meeting.  Each  member  entertains  the  club, 
once  a  year  the  meetings  being  held  twice  each 
minith.  Many  enjoyable  afternoons  and  evenings 
are  spent  in  this  way  by  the  club  which  still  con- 
tinues to  meet  although  its  memViers  are  leaving 
town  to  take  u])  their  w'ork  and  homes  in  ditt'ereiit 
parts  of  the  country.  Only  twelve  of  the  chartei 
niemliers  are  now  present  at  the  meetings  namel\  : 
Miss  Newell,  Miss  Markham,  Miss  Gass,  Miss 
Clark,  Mi.ss  King.sley,  Miss  Johnson,  Miss  Miller, 
Mrs.  Stone,  Mis.  Minckler,  ]\Irs.  Wilmarth,  Mrs. 
Oxner  and  Mrs.  Hall.  Each  .summer  the  club 
takes  an  outing  at  ^lexico  Point  laid  during  the 
fall  and  winter  many  dainty  dinners  and  luncheons 
are  served  to  w  hich  each  member  is  alkiwed  to 
bring  a  friend.  Occasionally  the  old  members 
come  luuue  and  are  always  eager  to  visit  the  Cook- 
ing Club  wliere  we  .all  gather  and  tidk  over  the 
good  old  days  of  yore. 

Mexico  Country,  IGlo;  as  described  by  an 
explorer. — "Chestnut  woods,"  as  Champlain,  the 
French  explorer  calls  them,  were  found  by  him, 
spread  out  to  great  extent,  wrhile  he  was  crossing 
the  town  of  Mexico  on  his  memorable  expedition 
against  the  Seneca.s  in  Kil."),  when  he  lauded  at 
Salmon  river  and  passed  over  the  jiresent  siti'  of 
INIexico  village  on  his  way  to  the  Oswego  river. 
.\11  of  the  eai'ly  ex|)loring  parties  from  the  nortli. 
who  came  down  here  before  the  arrival  of  the 
English,  and  there  were  many,  as  well  a.s  the 
pioneer  settlers  in  the  liHh  century,  described  this 
section  as  having  an  abundance  of  berries,  nuts, 
fruits  and  vine.  Before  the  country  was  cleareil 
up  the  beech  which  bears  the  nut  of  that  name — a 
small  nut  of  very  rich  fiavor — grew  in  abundance, 
and  from  Chamjilain's  own  words  that  was  what 
he  eviilently  took  to  lie  a  small  species  of  "chest- 
nut,' the  beechnut  being  evidently  unknown  to 
him. 

The  Dorcas  Mission  Circle,  auxiliary  to  the 
Woman's  Home  ^lissionary  society,  was  organized 
Ajiril  (1,  ISIKS,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  L.  B.  Cobb, 
with  thirteen  members.  The  following  officers 
were  elected:  President,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Ramsey;  first 
vice  president.  Lillie  Conway;  second  vice  presi- 
dent, Etta  Stone;  third  vice  iiresident,  Mrs.  Char- 
lie Ward;  recording  secretary,  Mollie  Miller; 
corres]ionding  secretary,  Mrs.  George  (iass;  treas- 
urer, iMrs.  Jlandigo;  suiierintendent,  Mrs.  Delia 
Hollister:  assistant  superintendent,  Mrs.  L,  B. 
Cobb.  Our  meetings  are  held  the  second  Wed- 
nesday evening  in  each  month  at  the  home  of  the 
members,  light  refreshments  being  served.  Each 
year  we  have  sent  a  box  of  clothing  to  Kent 
Home,  North  (Carolina,  vidued  at  $50.  For  the 
past  two  years,  in  addition  to  the  box,  w-e  have 
paid  $50  a  year  for  the  support  of  a  girl  in  the 
home.     Our  ])resent  membership  is  2(i. 

The  First  American  Flag'  was  accepted  by 
congress  and  adopted  by  resolution  by  that  body 
June  11,  1777.  It  was  made  by  Bet.-ey  Ross  in 
177(i  at  No.  'j:i'.l  .\rch  street,  Philadelphia,  where 
she  was  visited  by  Robert  Morris  and  George 
Ross,  a  coniinittee  of  congress  ap]>oiiiti'd  to  see 
the  colors  when  they  were  com]ileted  that  they 
might  re]iort  upiui  the  design.  They  were  aecom- 
]ianied  by  Cieorge  Washingttm  who  had  just  been 
made  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  army. 
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The  Woman's  Home  Missionary  auxiliarv 
of  Mexico  Fiist  M.  E.  cbiu'cli  was  organized 
Blarch,  18i)l,  with  about  twenty  charter  members. 
Mrs.  C.  L.  (iriffith,  of  i>refious  memory,  was 
elected  president ;  !Miss  Eitie  Berry,  rerordmg  sei-- 
retary:  Mrs.  L.  G.  Ballard,  treasurer;  Mrs.  .1.  C!. 
D:U'liuf;,  corresponding  seeretiiry.  These  oiHccrs 
were  retained  three  years  during  which  time  the 
membership  iucresised  to  forty.  At  the  annual 
meeting  in  18i)4  the  officers  elected  were  Mrs. 
Delia  llollister,  presiilent;  Mrs.  P.  W.  Lyons, 
treas\uer;  Mrs.  V.  H.  Walton,  recording  secre- 
tary; Miss  Effie  Berry,  corresponding  secretary. 
In'lH9()Mrs.  L.  B.  Cobl)  was  elected  president; 
Mr.J.  F.  Munson,  recording  secretary.  During 
the  three  years  of  Mrs,  Cobb's  presidency  jMrs. 
H.  W.  Cook,  INIrs.  V,  H.  Walton  and  Mrs'.  D.  H. 
.4ustin  served  as  trea.surer,  and  Mrs.  Ella  BaU  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Cobb  as  corresi^onding  secretary.  At 
the  annual  election  in  1S99,  the  officers  were  Mrs. 
Ella  Ball,  president,  Mrs.  Delia  TrowVrt'idge,  re- 
cording secretary;  Mrs.  L.  J.  Clark,  treasurer  and 
Mr^.  F.  Smedley,  corresponding  secretary.  In 
1;M)]  ^Irs.  F.  Miinson  was  elected  president;  Mrs. 


The  Thimble  Club,  as  its  name  implies  is  a 
society  of  a  practical  as  well  as  a  social  character. 
It  was  organized  in  November,  lilDO,  by  twelve 
young  ladies.  Miss  Anna  Bard,  the  first  presi- 
"d(>ut,  is  still  retained  in  that  office.  The  meetings 
ure  usually  held  every  two  weelvs  at  the  homes  of 
the  different  mend)ers  and  while  of  a  s<icial  nature, 
nuu-h  needle  work  is  ticcomplisht'd.  liefresh- 
iiicnts  are  served  by  the  hostess.  Once  a  year 
1  he  b  usl  )an(ls  and  ge'utlemen  friends  are  eut^^rtained 
at  a  dinner  and  a  great  many  other  social  dffairs 
are  given.  The  badge  of  the  club  is  a  silver  scroll 
with  the  letters  "T.  C,  1900."  The  members  are 
Miss  .\nna  Bard,  Mrs.  Spencer  Ramsey,  Mrs.  Wil- 
bor  Jordan,  :Mrs.  EarlTavlor,  Mrs.  F.'L.  Kellogg, 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Hoose,  Mrs.  'B.  .T.  Marks,  Mi.ss  Jose- 
phine Newton,  Mrs.  Gates  Minckler,  Mrs.  Geo. 
Gass,  Mrs.  Milo  Graves,  Miss  Flora  M.  Darling, 
Miss  Lena  L.  Hoose.  Mrs.  Ij.  1).  pulsifer  of  Do 
ituyter,  formerly  Miss  Lulu  A.  Huntington,  was  a 
charter  member. 

Baptists  in  Oswego  County.  In  1H'M>  there 
were  fourteen  churches,  eleven  clergymen  and 
13:^9  communicants  in  the  Bajitist  association  of 
Oswego  countv,  viz;  Colosse,  C.  Marshall,  pastor, 
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Top  riiw— (from  left  to  rijrbt)  Mrs.  T.  Peppc  r,  .Mrs.  P.  Thomas,  Mrs.  G.  Kobliins,  Mrs.  \V.  Lansinjr,  .Mrs.  W.  Bracy, 
Mrs.  K.  Adams.  Mrs.  M.  Clark,  Jlrs.  B.  Pond,  .Mrs.  E.  Petlincill,  Mrs,  M.  Milchell,  Mrs.  C.  Cliadwick.  .Middle  Kow— 
Mrs.  F.  Lowell,  Mrs.  C.  Burdick,  Mrs.  W.  Sweetland,  U.  Sec,  Mrs.  M.  Stone,  Mrs.  H.  Munson,  Pres.,  Mrs.  A.Cole,  .Mrs. 
E.  Ball,  Mrs.  Snow.  Lower  Kow— .Mrs.  L.  Dillcnbcek.  Mrs.  E.  Suiitli,  Cor.  Sec,  Mrs.  J.  Cobb,  Mrs.  D.  Austin,  Vice 
Pres.,  Mrs.  P.  Morgan.  Treas.,  Mrs.  L,  Whitney,  Mrs.  E.  Stevens,  Mrs.  E.  Huntington. 


Mary  Sweetland,  recording  secretary;  Mrs.  P. 
^Morgan,  treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  Smith,  correspond- 
ing secretary.  .\t  the  annual  election  in  1903  the 
following  officers  were  elected:  Mrs.  S.  Oxner, 
president;  Mrs.  Carrie  G.  Burdick,  recording  sec- 
retary; Miss  Effie  Berry,  treasurer,  and  Mrs. 
Chas.  Sharp,  corresj)onding  seeretsu'v.  The  aux- 
iliary now  comprises  about  seventy  members. 
The  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  covers  a 
broad  field  for  wherever  the  stars  and  stripes 
wave,  there  is  Home  Missionary  soil,  and  we  may 
expect  to  meet  workers  supjjorted  by  the  auxiliaries 
through  the  different  bureaus  among  which  we 
may  mention  the  industrial  homes  of  many  .south- 
ern states,  deaconess  work,  frontier  ministers, 
immigrant  home  in  New  York  City,  and  many 
others;  also  believing  charity  should  begin  at 
home,  our  own  are  not  neglected.  The  Tither's 
Pledge  has  l)een  adojited  by  several  of  our  mem- 
bers who  acknowledge  the  Bible  plan  of  giving  to 
be  the  best  way. 


Ifil  members;  Hannibal,  P.  Woodin,  257;  Hast- 
ings,   S.    D.    Dean,    68;   Mexico,  W.  Frarv,  109; 

New    Haven,    W.    Frary,    72;   Orwell,  ^  ,  43; 

Oswego,  J.  Waterman,  J.  Hallinbeck,  C.  W.  Den- 
nison,  237;  Palermo,  A.  Keith,  38;  Phoenixville, 
N.  Camp,  52;  Pulaski,  C.  B.  Taylor,  89;  Parish, 
D.  Martin,  30,  Richland,  E.  Burdick,  81;  Sandy 
Creek  (52;  Voluey,  ,  39. 

The  ■young  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  31.  E.  church  was   organized   by 

Miss  Coit  in  1887  with  about  twelve  members.  At 
present  it  has  a  memliership  of  thirty-nine.  The 
meetings  are  held  the  second  Monday  of  each 
month  at  the  homes  of  the  members.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  officers;  President,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Whit- 
ney; vice  president.  Miss  Carrie  Crosier;  secretary, 
Miss  Anna  Berry;  treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Ramsey. 
The  society  is  doing  good  work  helping  in  the 
support  of  missionaries,  orphans  and  Bible 
women. 
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DANIEL  SMITH 


Daniel  Smith. — In  l'S2l')  Daniel  Smith  ami 
Laura  Coue,  both  of  Wliitestown,  Oucida  Co., 
were  maiTied  and  settled  three  miles  oast  of  the 
village  of  Mexico.  They  built  a  log  structure 
where  there  was  nothing  but  forests.  Frank  (i- 
Smith  of  this  \illage  was  born  in  that  house,  also 
his  sister,  Helen  ('.  Smith,  deceased,  whom  no 
one  knew  but  to  love.  After  some  years  Daniel 
Smith  built  a  frame  house  and  purchased  quite 
a  tract  of  land  which  made  up  a  good  sized  farm 
and  which  is  now  known  as  the  Jason  Wright 
farm.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  Daniel  and 
Laura  Smith,  two  of  whom  arc  living.  Frank  (i. 
Smith  of  this  village,  and  Henrv  C  Smith  of  Los 
Angeles,  t'al.  One  daughter,  Rosett<>  Smith 
Aluqjhy,  was  known  for  her  physical  charms  and 
loveliness  of  character. 

The  Epworth  League  of  tlie  First  Methodi.st 
church  was  orgiinized  in  l)c<'ember,  1S!I.').  Tn 
1887,  thi'ongh  the  etiorts  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  \\'. 
R.  Cobb,  a  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  was  oi' 
gauized.  After  many 
years  of  iisefulness  it  was 
thought  best,  during  the 
jiastorate  of  Rev.  Fl.  W. 
Rennett,  to  re-organize 
and  the  society  became 
Chapter  No.  15571,  E])- 
wortli  League, in  Decem- 
ber, 18'.t5.  The  pre.seiit 
membership  is  75.  The 
regular  business  meetings 
are  held  the  last  Wed- 
nesday evening  of  tlie 
month.  The]>resent  ca)i- 
inet  is:  President,  Lena 
L.  Hoose;  first  vice))rcsi- 
<lent,Mrs.(ieorgeMi-Don 
aid;  second  vict^  presi- 
dent, Lilian  Longstreet; 
ihird  vice  ])resident,Mrs. 
H.  W.  Whitney;  fourth 
vice  jiresident,  Mrs. Spen- 
cer Ram.sav;  secretarv, 
MoUie  B.  "Miller;  treas- 
urer, Carl  Ballard. 


The  Colosse  Baptist  Church,  the  first  church 
society  organized  in  the  town  of  Jlexico  and  the 
second  in  Oswego  county,  was  started  at  a  meet- 
ing held  at  the  residence  of  Amos  Williams  (now 
in  the  town  of  Parish)  on  Sunday,  June  15,  180(1. 
Elder  Williams  was  the  jiioneer  preacher  in  this 
)iart  of  the  c(umty.  The  moving  spirit  of  the  new 
society  was  Rev.  (iamalicl  Barnes,  who  preached 
on  that  and  following  occasions.  On  .Tan.  7,  1S07, 
further  steps  were  taken  but  the  organization  was 
not  perfected  untU  Oct.  15,  1807.  On  July  2, 
1814,  the  society  Avas  dissolved  but  was  again 
organized,  as  the  Baptist  church  of  Mexico,  Aug. 
l!H,  1815,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  school  building 
of  school  district  No.  1  I  now  in  the  town  of  Par- 
ish i,  with  a  fellowship  of  eighteen  brethren  and 
sisters,  twelve  delegates  from  Jett'ersou  county 
being  in  attendance.  The  following  day  the 
organization  was  perfected  with  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship. 

The  Moderator  at  this  council  was  Rev  Emory 
Osgood  and  the  clerk.  Rev.  Martin  E.  Cook.  The 
members  were  (lamaliel  Barnes,  Bariict  Whipjile. 
William  R.Huntley, James  Robi-rts.Sam'l  and  Jno. 
^lanwaren,  Asa  Barnes,  Stutely  Pnliiier,  jr  .  Hiiii- 
iiah  Barnes,  Hannah  Roberts,  Fanny  Manwarcii, 
Eunice  Mauwaren,  Prudence  Carr,  Lowry  Barnes, 
('aroline  Barnes,  Lydia  Barne-J,  Polly  Morse  and 
Bethiah  Williams. 

Rev.  Oamaliel  Barnes  was  chosen  for  the  fir.st 
pastor  and  .\llen  and  Stutely  Palmer,  jr.,  deacons. 
The  latter  was  the  first  clerk. 

During  the  ensuing  nine  years  the  little  congre- 
gation "worshiped  around,"  in  farm  houses  and 
school  houses,  the  most  convenient  place  to  ac- 
commodate ditt'erent  neighborhocMls,  (lenerally 
the  meetings  wer(>  held  at  Mexico  Four  C'orners 
I  Colosse  I .  the  old  red  mill  being  sometimes  used 
for  that   iniriinse. 

The  erection  of  a  church  building  in  the  village 
of  C'dosse,  the  first  church  edilice  in  the  county  of 
( >swego.  was  the  outcome  of  ettbrts  which  first 
took  form  at  a  meeting  held  Nov.  5,  1821.  It  was 
two  years  later,  howev(>r,  wh<'n  work  on  the 
structure  was  lu'guii  au<l    it    was    not   until   fall  in 
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the  following  year,  1824,  that  the  edifice  was  com- 
pleted. The  cost  aggregated  .$2,500.  The  build- 
ing was  put  np  close  to  the  neighborhood  cemetery 
and  sheds  were  erected.  It  was  4f!x8ti  feet,  the 
ceiling  being  20  feet  clear  ot  the  floor.  The  jml- 
]iit  wrts  a  bo.\  like  enclosure  reached  by  a  flight  of 
steps.  The  pews  were  enclosed  with  gates,  those 
aliutting  the  side  waU.s  being  K(juare  and  those 
along  the  center  ai.sle  being  box  .slips.  On  the 
two  sides  were  galleries.  The  frame  of  the  build- 
ing was  hard  wooil  and  the  siding  pine.  The 
congregation  worshipped  here  the  first  winter 
without  fires.  At  the  dedication  of  the  church  in 
1824  Rev.  Nathaniel  J.  tiiUiert  preached.  On 
Dec.  30,  1873,  it  was  re-dedicated,  when  Rev.  G. 
A.  Ames  of  Pulaski  preached.  That  year,  in  De- 
cember, the  bviildiug  was  altered.  The  room  was 
divided  horizontally  making  two  stories,  the 
upper  jiart  lieing  furnished  for  the  auditorium  and 
the  lower  p.art  for  church  socials,  ])rayer  meetings 
and  to  accommodate  other  occasions.  Ten  years 
later  the  building  was  closed  for  rejjairs  and  in 
November,  1883,  was  again  opened  for  regidar 
services.  A  Sunday  school  in  connection  mth 
the  church  was  organized  in  1828.  At  one  time 
the  society  numljered  734  members.  The  pastors 
of  the  church  down  to  187(1  named  in  the  order  of 
their  respective  pastorates  were :  Gamaliel  Barnes, 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Enoch  Ferris,  WiUiaui  Wat- 
kins.  George  B.  Davis,  .lohn  I.  Fulton,  Edmund 
Goodenough,  Wilham  Storrs,  Charles  ^larshall, 
Newell  Boughton,  David  McFarland.  Peter  Goo. 
Ira  Dudley,  Albert  C!ole,  Judson  Davis,  Mortimer 
V.  Wilson,  Lemon  Q.  Galpin,  .Judson  L.  Davis, 
Thomas  J.  Seigfried,  Elam  D.  Phillips,  Charles 
Sherwoo<l. 

Deserters  assisted  by  Me.xico  Settlers;  the 
"Blind  Trail"  to  the  Little  Salmon  river. — For 
some  years  after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war  the  British  occupied  the  post  at  Oswego  and 
there  were  frequent  desertions  from  that  army. 
Settlers  living  along  the  Ontario  lake  shore,  the 
country  thereabouts  then  being  sparsely  settled, 
sympathized  with  deserters,  largely  l)ecause  of 
their  natural  antipathy  to  an  enemy  with  whom 
they  had  for  a  long  time  been  at  war,  and  whom 
they  desired  to  injure.  So  that  wherever  there 
was  a  cabin  within  reach  of  the  British  posts  it 
was  occasionidly  subjected  to  a  .sudden  and  rigor- 
ous search  for  deserters  by  a  party  of  red-coats. 
This  was  the  case  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town 
of  Mexico  where  a  few  log  caliins  stood,  at  Vera 
Cruz  which  had  suddenly  sprung  into  being,  and 
farther  north  between  the  Salmon  river  and  Sandy 
C'reek ;  and  esijecially  along  the  latter  stream — a 
country  into  which  the  settlers  were  then  pene- 
ti-ating.  Deserters  from  the  posts  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  frequently  made  their  way  west  to  the 
lake,  sometimes  as  hands  employed  on  sailing  ves- 
sels and  other  times  liy  retreating  along  timber 
paths  and  depeudii'g  upon  the  good  services  of 
the  American  settlers.  There  was  what  was  called 
"a  blind  trail,"  used  to  facilitate  the  escape  of 
tliese  men  into  the  heart  of  the  state,  which  dur- 
ing the  years  of  1790-'i<4  was  used  frequently.  To 
strike  directly  south  from  the  St.  Lawrence  river 
Wiis  impossible  owing  to  the  vast  stretch  of  unin- 
habited country,  for  the  fringe  of  settlements  that 
had  to  be  reached  to  insure  safety  extended  across 
the  center  of  the   state   following  the  Mohawk 


river  to  Fort  Stanwix,  with  an  interim  ot  woods  to 
Onondaga  and  at  infrequent  distances  west  from 
there  into  the  new  county  of  Ontario.  So  in 
o'der  to  sub-ist  while  etTecting  their  escape  the 
poor  wretches  from  the  river  posts  headed  west. 
They  were  always  warmly  received,  fed  and  piloted 
on  from  house  to  house,  as  was  the  case  with 
slaves  from  the  South,  a  half  century  later  who, 
heading  for  Canada,  came  north  by  the  way  t>f 
Syracuse.  Sometimes  a  pai'ty  of  Indians  fishing 
at  the  month  of  the  Salmon  river,  usually  the 
Oneidas,  were  induced  to  pilot  the  British  refugee 
to  Fort  Stanwix;  but  usually  he  worked  as  far 
west  as  Little  Salmon  river  where  during  the 
earliest  period  following  the  war  were  a  few  cabins 
and  from  there  was  piloted  across  country  to  Fort 
Brewerton,  thence  south  to  Salina  and  Onondaga 
Hollow,  the  two  frontier  hamlets  in  existence  dur- 
ing the  years  mentioned. 

Society  in  Old  Mexico,  1802,  as  seen  by 
Puritanical  eyes,  is  described  by  the  Presbyterian 
"Missionary,"  Rev.  John  Taylor,  as  follows: 
"Preached  to  aboiit  forty  people  [Sept.  2,  east 
end  of  the  town].  The  most  I  can  say  is  that  the 
people  behaved  with  tolerable  decency — 3  or  4 
left  the  house  in  sermon  time.  Gave  one  bible,  2 
addresses  [printed]  and  a  half  a  dozen  catechisms 
to  such  persons  as  I  thought  woidd  receive  them. 
The  people  are  in  general  notbing-arians  or  fatal- 
ists— or  Methodists  and  Baptists,  who  are  the 
worst  of  all.  The  people  stand  in  special  need  of 
assistance  and  most  of  them  are  very  thankful  for 
everything  wliit^h  is  done  for  them  in  a  religious 
way!  The  people  meet  every  Sabbath  and  per- 
form regular  exercises  l>y  praying,  reading  and 
preaching.  I  have  seen  no  people  who  1  think 
stand  more  in  need  of  the  cultivating  hand  of  the 
societies  (New  England  Missionary  which  sent 
him  here]  than  this,  unless  it  be  Camden.  They 
have  no  proper  books  to  read  uj)on  the  Sabbath 
and  indeed  nothing  but  a  few  ordination  sermons. 
[I]  gave  an  order  for  one  of  the  select  sermons,  2 
bibles,  f)  Dodridge's  Addresses,  10  catechisms  and 
1  of  the  Societies'  Addresses."  The  next  day  this 
good  man  reiiorts  that  he  was  "a  little  unwell  from 
bad  diet."  He  adds,  "Took  physic  and  obtained 
some  relief." 

Mexico  Was  Incorporated  Jan.  15,  1851. 
The  firot  village  board  was  O.  H.  Whitney,  Dr. 
Clark  D.  Snell,  James  S.  Chandler,  David  (ioit 
and  Asa  Sprague.  The  first  village  treasurer  wiis 
Seabury  A.  Tuller,  clerk  Cyrus  Whitney,  assessors 
Ezra  C'  Mitchell  and  R.  L.  Alfred,  collector  John 
A.  Fort  and  pouudmaster  Grandus  (iregory. 

Texas  is  a  small  hamlet  on  Little  Salmon  river 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  lake,  which  sup- 
plies the  summer  hotels  and  cottages  on  the  shore 
of  the  Lke  with  their  mail.  A  store  and  post- 
office  were  first  located  at  this  })oint,  although 
building  of  houses  at  first  inclined  toward  the  lake 
where  it  was  intended  that  a  jiretentious  village 
and  harl)or  luiown  as  Vera  Cruz  should  l)e  built. 
When  in  1H20  fire  swept  away  all  that  constituted 
^'era  Cruz,  the  name  of  Texas  was  given  to  this 
locaUtv.  S.  P.  Robinson  then  establiahed  a  boat 
yard  on  the  river  at  this  place.  At  one  time  a 
paper  mOl  was  running  here. 


28 


"GRir'S"  HISTOEIOAL  80UVENIK  OF  MEXICO. 


Noted  Names  o£  Mexico.— Among  those  from 
Mexico  who  have  ilistinguished  themselves  are  the 
following;  Morpin  L.  and  (iiles  Smith,  sons  of 
Cvrus  Smith,  rearj^tl  on  ii  farm,  followed  Sherman 
iind  Clrant  in  tlieir  ramiiai^ns,  <>nc  as  a  major 
general,  the  other  as  brigadier  general.  Jioth 
wore  intimate  fnen<ls  of  Sherman  and  (irant,  and 
in  a  history  of  (ieu.  Sherman  their  names  were 
csi.ecinllv  'mentioned.  After  the  war  ^Morgan  was 
sent  to  "Honolulu  as  consul,  and  (iiles  was  aji- 
pointed  second  assistant  postmaster  general. 
Hon  (!.  K.  Skinner,  sui)erintendent  of  i>ul)lic 
instruction.  Judge  IMaurice  Wiight,  Kev.  George 
Mains  Prof.  Charles  Wheeler  entomohigist  of 
WiishiDgton,  1).  C,  and  Prof.  H.  W.  Slack  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  were  all  schoolmates.  Among  the 
pedagogues  are  Professor  Nicholas  Knight,  Pro- 
fessors Elmer  and  Frederick  Loomis,  all  of  whom 
.studied  speciii)  courses  in  Eurojje,  and  Rev.  C.  H. 

Among  the  editors  are  W.  C.  Stone  of  the  Cam- 
den Advance,  L.  R.  Muzzy  for  several  years 
editor  of  Pulaski  Democrat,  H.  O.  Elkins  of  Steu- 
ben County  Clourier,  and  C.  II.  Wumley  of  Fargo, 

N.  U. 

"  'c.  L.  Stone  i>  a  successful  lawyer  in  Syracuse, 
Courtland  Brown  and  Myron  CJollins  are  lawyers 
iif  Dinver.  F.  W.  Severance  is  a  lawyer  m  Xew 
York.  William  Hallou  ot  New  York  hius  launched 
sevtral  succe.ssful  novels  on  tbe  literury  world. 
Frederick  Dewey  is  a  successful  architect  in  New- 
York.  ,     .  ,      ,         . 

Three  missionaries  sjient  then'  early  days  in 
Me.\ico.  Kev.  Frank  Tubbs  went  for  several 
vears  to  Mexico  and  Soutli  America.  He  is  now 
Doctor  of  Divinity  in  Ohio;  Kev.  (ieorge  Stone, 
son  of  G.  W.  Stone,  went  to  Aral>ia,  but  died  be- 
fore he  had  scarcely  liegunhis  work;  Kev.  A.  D. 
Kerry  went  last  .Tuly  as  a  missionary  to  Japan. 

Willis  Heatim  is  a  successful  lawyer  in  Hoosick 
Falls  and  surrogate  of  Rensselaer  Co.  Among  the 
women  Mi-s  Emma  Beebe  now  of  Iowa,  is  an 
artist  of  note  and  autlior  of  a  successful  Sunday 
school  book,  and  :Mary  Hutchii  s  HatVaway  had  a 
successful  pra<-ticc  as  a  pliysiciaii  iu  Oswego. 

Salmon  Fishing.— A  centuiy  ago  salmon  were 
found  in  tht;  streams  in  this  village  in  great  abun- 
dance weighing  some  times  twenty-five  pounds. 
At  times  they  passed  up  the  stream  in  shoals, 
their  bright  tins  Hashing  on  the  water  like  silver 
in  the  suuUght.  The  yioor  pioneers  some  years 
had  little  else  to  eat.  This  was  before  the  day  of 
1  iridges  and  mill  dams  and  the  early  settlers  crossed 
Salmon  Creek  on  a  huge  log  which  spanned  the 
stream  near  where  Osborn's  State  and  Toronto 
Mills  stand.  Salmon  were  so  plenty  that  the 
fishermen  used  to  stand  on  this  rude  log  bridge 
and  spear  them  with  a  pitch  fork.  -V  Mrs.  Locke 
while  washing  clothes  one  day  by  the  brook  which 
passes  through  :\Iexico  village  cemetery  caught  in 
her  apron  out  of  a  deep  hole  one  weighing  thir- 
teen pounds. 

Scriba's  Patent  was  bounded  by  a  line  begin- 
ning on  the  south  shore  of  Salnicm  river  east  of 
Port  Ontario  village  and  running  southeast,  south 
of  the  village  of  Pulaski,  thence  following  the 
boundary  hue  of  Albion  and  Williamstown  on  the 
north,  and  the  line  lictween  Lewis  and  Oneida 
counties  to  Fi.sh  creek,  thence  along  that  stream 
and  the  north  shore  of  Oneida  lake;  thence  along 
Oneida  and  Oswego  rivers  to  Lake  Ontario. 


Ancient  Cities  In  Mexico.— According  to 
several  authorities  the  country  comprised  in  the 
old  town  of  Mexico  was,  long  before  Columbus 
discovered  Ameirca,  occupied  by  a  large  coloniza- 
tion of  Finns,  Danes  and  Welshmen,  who  in  the 
eiglith  and  ninth  centuries  gradually  moved  south 
from  Iceland,  (irei'iiland  and  Laborador  to  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  crossing  th  it  river  s]>read  tlieni- 
selves  out  along  the  south  shores  of  Lakes  Ontario 
and  I'hic. 

Dr.  Mitchell  (  Vrcha>.  Amer.)  calls  the  country 
of  the  Ontario,  that  region  especially  described 
bv  him  at  this  end  of  the  lake  in  the  town  of  Mex- 
ico, as  the  Antipodal  Regions  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth  centuries,  where  the  Scandinavians  crossing 
from  Europe  to  north-eastera  .\merica  and  migrat- 
ing s(mthwest,  ;ind  the  tierce  Tartars  crossing  from 
Asia  to  northwestern  .\merica  and  migrating  to 
the  southeast  met  in  bloody  conflict  which  resulted 
in  the  extinction  of  the  Scaudaiiavians.  Seven 
centuries  hxter,  the  French  sent  their  Jesuits  down 
into  this  country  and  found  the  .\merican  Indian, 
who  had  descended  fioni  a  race  of  :\Iidays,  which 
they  in  a  sense  resemlile. 

While  the  original  occupants  of  the  Ontario 
lake  region  had  become  extinct,  ]>lainly  discerned 
traces  of  their  presence  were  apparent  as  late  as 
1S2(I  and  18;i(l.  Remains  of  what  are  consi.lered 
traces  of  large  cities  and  fortitieati(ms  were,  be- 
fore the  agi  iculturist  began  to  jilow  the  soil,  found 
in  the  towns  of  Sandy  (U-eek,  Kichland,  :\Iexico, 
New  Haven,  Voluey,  Granby,  Hannibal  and  Os- 
wego. 

In  many  places  there  are  evident  marks  ol  lionscs 
having  stood  as  tliii-k  as  to  join  each  other.  The 
remains  of  old  fireplaces  built  of  stones— wells 
evidently  dug  and  stoned  to  aconsiderubU-  depth; 
and  the  remans  of  old  forf.s   and   entrenchments. 

Oswego  is  a  corruption  of  Oi^houegen  (Oih 
we-gen),  the  original  name  given  to  the  locality 
now  occupied  by  the  city  ol  Oswego  by  the  Iro- 
cpiois  Indians.  At  the  foot  of  the  bluff  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  the  Indiius  pitched  t'leu-  lo  Iges 
and  drew  in  large  (iiiaiitities  of  fhsli.  TluTe  they 
exchanged  goods  or  met  in  treaty  with  tlie  tribes 
from  the  north  of  Lake  Ontaiio.  Ochouegeu, 
l.iononnced  in  the  Indian  gntteral  gave  to  the 
French  the  te I  m  ('liou.\  en,  which  was  the  name 
they  used  for  that  locality.  The  English,  how- 
ever, caught  the  entirely  dilVerenf  pnmunciation, 
Oswego. 

The  Roosevelt  Patent  was  granted  by  the 
state  to  John  and  Nicholas  Koosevelt  in  Aug.  ITIU. 
It  contained  ."jOD.OlHI  acres  and  the  ju-ice  paid  was 
77.0S:i  pounds,  li  shillings  aiidS  pence.  The  tract 
was  then  descrilx'd  as  l)eiDg  bounded  northerly  by 
the  Alexander  Macomli  purchase,  eiusterlv  liyOot- 
houdt's  patent  and  Canada  creek,  southerly  by 
Wood  creek,  t'le  Oneida  lake  iind  Onondaga 
I  Oneida  I  river  and  westerly  by  the  Onondaga 
I  Oswego  I  river  and  Lake  Ontario.  The  islands 
lying  off  shore  |  "in  front"]  of  the  patent  were  to 
be  included  at  :J  shillings  and  1  penny  for  each 
acre.  The  boundary  line  began  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Salmon  river  and  ran  .southeast,  g.nerally 
north  of  the  stream  and  east  of  Altraar  village; 
thence  followed  the  northern  line  of  Onei<la  county 
to  Fish  ('reek;  thence  to  Canada  creek  and  Wood 
Creek;  thence  along  the  mu-th  shore  of  Oneida 
lake  and  river;  along  the  ea.st  shore  of  Oswego 
river  and  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  com- 
prising two-thirds  of  Oswego  county  and  a  third 
of  Oneida  county. 
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The  Mexico  Independent.  — The  first 
ui  the  Mexiod  Iiicli>peii(lent,  now  iii  its  forty 
year,  appeared  Marcli  21,  LSOl.  Those 
troublesome  times.  The  country  was  laciug  one  of 
its  most  momentous  periods,  the  great  civil  war. 
Banks  were  breaking  everywhei-e  and  public  con- 
fidence was  greatly  impaired.  It  s-eemed  a  wild 
scheme  to  start  a  paper  'intler  such  circumstances, 
and  many  were  the  i5ro])hecies  of  the  Indepeud- 
enl's  spe'eily  demise.  ()\er-cautious  people  who 
had  subserilied  to  the  Oswego  County  Democrat 
(the  first  newspaper  pubhshed  here  and  which 
only  existed  a  year  or  two),  only  ventured  25 
ceut.s,  fearing  the  Inde- 
pendent would  be  equally 
short  lived.  But  its 
founders,  Heni-y  Hum 
phries  and  James  ^I. 
Scarritt,  were  made  of 
sterner  stull"  and  none  of 
these  thing's  moved  them. 
They  began  in  a  very 
modest  way  in  the  room 
over  what  is  now  H.  C. 
Peck's  store,  with  a 
second-hand  outfit  (given 
them  by  their  former 
employer  in  place  of  the 
wages  duethem),  consist- 
ing of  a  hand  press,  a 
Guernsey  power  press 
that  it  took  two  men  to 
turn,  type,  paper,  etc 
The  first  copy  was  a  four- 
column,  eight-jjage  pa- 
per, uncut  and  unfolded. 
The  present  issue  is  a 
six-column  octavo,  cut, 
pasted  and  folded  l)y  a 
Bennett  Pajier  Folder. 
Besides   the    folder    the 


Independent  office  is  supplied  with  other  modern 
and  up-to-date  machinery. 

But  what  they  lacked  in  materi  d  they  more 
than  made  xip  l)y  their  grit,  their  tact  and  enter- 
prise. The  word  failure  was  not  ia  their  vocabu- 
lary and  they  hustled  and  pushed  things.  They 
were  kimlly  received  and  heartdy  supported  by 
the  townspeople,  and  from  the  date  of  its  first 
issue  to  the  jn-esent  time  each  week  the  Independ- 
ent has  regularly  appeared  on  its  imblication  day. 
In  December,  LSf!"),  Air.  Humphries,  the  present 
editor  and  proprietor,  bought  out  Mr.  Scarritt. 
It  iiiav  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the  foreman,  Mr. 
•lohn' Berry,  has  filled  that  jKisition  for  nearly 
tliirty-four  years  and  Mrs  Edwin  Baker  has  been 
eiiipioyed  in  the  office  for  twenty -eight  years. 
The  oilier  employes  are  George  I.  Pettingill  and 
Clarence  A.   Hosford. 

Silas  Town— The  Spy.-  On  a  little  island  at 
Mexico  Point  there  are  two  or  three  graves  in  one 
of  which  .sleeps  all  that  is  mortal  of  Silas  Town,  a 
soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war.  He  Wiis  a  man 
of  ability,  with  good  jjersonal  apijcarance  and  an 
uncommonly  pleasing  address.  He  was  a  great 
favorite  among  the  early  tettlers  some  of  whose 
children  now  bear  Ids  name.  Connected  with  his 
history  there  was  a  strong  tinge  of  romance. 

His  early  life  was  sjjent  in  one  of  the  New  Eng- 
land villages  where  he  won  the  affections  of  a 
lovely  girl  to  whom  he  was  soon  to  be  married. 
The  yfiung  lady  died  very  suddenly.  Town  was 
overwhelmed  and  his  pathway  was  ever  after 
darkened.  His  heart  was  buried  in  the  same 
grave  that  closed  over  her.  The  war  of  the  revo- 
lution soon  after  eommenced  and  when  theclancor 
of  arms  was  heard  at  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill 
he  joined  the  army  and  being  bright  and  eagle- 
eyed  his  services  were  i-oon  sought  by  the  govern- 
ment as  a  spy  and  he  was  sent  out  on  some  of  the 
most  hazardous  enterprises.     He  was   connected 
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with  Arnold's  ex]>eclition  to  attack  Quobec  ami 
was  a  hero  in  many  secret  missions  in  Canada  and 
elsewhere. 

When  the  war  was  over,  being  very  fond  of  fish- 
ing and  himtiug  he  made  a  settlement  here  and 
lioarded  for  some  time  with  Phine:is  Davis,  sr., 
within  our  village  limits.  Afterwards  he  went  to 
Vera  Cruz  (Mexico  Point)  where  he  lived  until 
180()  when  he  died.  He  was  buried  as  he  desired 
on  the  little  rock-bound  island  at  the  mnuth  of 
Salmon  creek  near  the  waters  of  the  lake  he  loved 
so  well.  In  1H71  a  monument  was  erected  over 
his  grave  on  which  is  the  following  inscription: 

" Erect ctl  .luly  4tli.  1S7I.  1(t  the  nu'nior\  id"  Silas  Town, 
an  olticer  nndi-r  Washiiij^ton.-  hied  1«()"(»." 

The  Rev.  li.  N,  Stratton  delivered  an  oration 
when  the  monument  was  erected,  recounting  the 
many  services  of  Town  to  the  republic. 

The  Jerry  Rescue. — Mexico  liad  a  hand  in 
it.  A  little  more  than  half  a  century  ago  occurred 
an  event  in  Syratnise  whi<'h  aroused  the  city  to  a 
l)itch  of  frenzy  such  as  it  hml  never  be'ore  known 
and  to  which  it  ha.s  since  been  a  stranger.  The 
famotis  "rescue  of  Jerry,"  a  jioor  fugitive  slave, 
from  the  authorities  of  the  United  Statt^a  govern- 
ment at  that  time  created  a  tremendous  excite- 
ment throughout  the  nation.  He  was  arrested  for 
a  test  case  to  see  whether  or  not  the  obnoxious 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  could  be  enforced  in  this 
state.  Three  or  four  years  ago,  the  actors  in  those 
exciting  scenes  having  all  pa-ssed  away,  tbe correct, 
inside  history  of  the  rescue  was  given. 

After  Jerry  was  taken  from  the  United  States 
marshals  in  Syracuse  he  was  hidden  for  weeks 
before  he  reached  Canada  and  until  recently  it  was 
a  profound  niystety  with  historians  as  to  where 
Jerry  was  concealed  and  how  he  was  carried  to 
Canada.  The  United  States  government  brought 
its  whole  j)Ower  to  bear  on  catching  Jerry  after  he 
was  rescued,  and  all  roads  leading  from  Syracuse 
and  all  ship|)ing  ])oints  to  Camula  were  patrolled 
and  watchetl,  Init  Jerry  got  away  all  the  same. 

Mexico  did  its  full  sluu'e  in  helping  him  on  to 
freedom.  WhUe  the  .sherili's  and  marshals  were 
watching  all  the  seaports  between  Bull'alo  and 
Ogdensbiirg,  poor  Jerry  was  hiding  in  this  village. 

In  Syracuse  on  the  Sunday  following  the  res- 
cue, as  the  bells  were  ringing  for  evening  .service, 
Caleb  Davis  drove  out  into  the  country  to  collect 
beef,  iis  was  his  custom.  He  stojiped  at  the  Syra- 
cuse House  for  a  cigar  and  drove  on  without  ex- 
citing suspicion.  But  in  the  bottom  of  the  cart, 
covered  with  sacks  lay  Jerry,  armed  and  anxious. 
The  team  was  a  span  of  tleet  horses  furnished  by 
ex-Mayor  Jason  C  Woodrutl',  a  Hunker  Democrat. 
James  Davis,  on  horseback  and  disguised  as  a 
negro,  rode  out  twelve  miles  to  see  and  instruct 
the  tollgate  keepers.  Jason  S.  Hoyt  also  joined 
the  jiarty  later. 

The  "patriots"  were  soon  on  their  track,  Init 
when  the  i)ursuers  reached  the  tollgatcs  they  had 
gr(«t  (lillicnlty  in  rousing  the  gatekt'ejx'r.s,  who 
ctmsumed  much  time  in  making  clnuige.  At 
Rrewerton  bridge  .Jason  lloyt  Wiis  left  to  drive  on 
to  Mexico  alone  with  Jerry.  After  this  the  pur- 
stiers  gained  on  them  and  for  seven  miles  they 
raced  with  tlie  horses  at  the  utmost  s])ec'd  consist- 
ent with  .safety  until  Hoyt's  team  left  them  so  far 
behind  that  they  gave  tip  the  chase. 

Following  the  route  of  the  "underground  rail- 
road," Jen'V  was  taken  as  far  as  Mexico  the  first 


night  and  left  in  charge  of  Starr  Clark,  Orson 
.\mes  and  Solomon  Peck.  The  first  day  anil 
tiight  he  was  kei)t  at  the  liome  of  Or.son  Ames,  who 
then  resided  in  the  house  still  stjiuding  oj)i)Osite 
the  academy  and  known  as  the  Why  born  place. 
Mr.  Ames,  fearful  he  could  not  safely  secret  Jerry 
longer  at  his  place  took  him  to  Asa  Reebe's  barn 
very  near  where  the  Earl  butter  dish  factory  now 
stands.  In  this  barn  he  was  kept  for  about  two 
weeks,  Mrs.  Beebe  providing  his  rations  whicli 
(to  avoid  stispicion)  her  son  Winsor  carried  to 
him  in  a  bushel  basket  when  he  went  to  care  for 
his  team.  In  the  meantime  a  brother  of  Mr. 
.\mes,  residing  in  Oswego,  made  arrangements 
with  the  ca])tain  of  a  boat  to  take  Jerry  to  Canada. 
^^^len  the  arrangements  were  completed  Winsor 
Beebe  went  to  Oswego  for  a  load  of  wheat  (he 
then  ran  tlu-  Railroad  IMills)  and  having  .secreted 
Jerry  among  the  bags  and  blankets  delivered  him 
l)efore  daylight  to  the  "agent"  in  Oswego  who 
smuggled  him  on  board  the  schooner  that  was 
waiting  in  the  harVxir.  Jerry  in  due  time  reached 
Kingston  in  the  "land  of  the  free."  The  C!anadian 
climate  was  too  cold  for  Jerry  and  he  sickened 
and  died  Oct.  H,  ]S,"):i,  and  was  buried  in  a  ceme- 
tery near  Kingston.  JeiTy  suffered  much  during 
the  fearful  ordeal  but  his  name  will  be  written  on 
the  pages  of  history  as  long  as  liunnin  .slavery  is 
remembered. 

Underground  Railway  at  Mexico. --Mexi- 
co, during  the  days  of  slavery,  wius  one  of  the 
largest  stations  of  the  "underground  railway"  for 
running  oft'  fugitive  slaves.  In  those  days  it  was 
both  unpo)  Hilar  and  dangerous  to  tight  slavery  but 
Mexico  was  nevertheless  the  headiiuarters  of  anti- 
slavery  sentiment  in  the  county.  It  was  a  hotbed 
of  abolitionism.  Here  was  located  one  of  the 
lodges  of  that  secret  organization  known  a.s  the 
Anti-Man-Hunting  League,  and  that  bold  and  fear- 
less anti-slavery  champion,  Asa  S.  Wing,  was  its 
leading  spirit.  ]\Iany  were  the  fugitives  who 
were  aided  here  by  the  "order"  anil  passed  on 
over  the  jNIexico  branch  of  the  "iindergi'ound  rail- 
road to  Canada  and  freedom. 

Business  Houses  Prior  to  1870.  —  William 
S.  Fitch,    first  store. 

Nathaniel    Butler,    first  jeweler. 

Levi  F.  Warner,  lirst  druggi.st:  his  successors 
were  Warner  \-  Elliott,  Warner  Ar  Chauncey  Sims^ 
(leorge  S.  Thrall  &  Co.  and  Butler  &  Higgins. 

Moses  P.  Hatch,  Pet<n- Clhandler,  Stitt  Ar  Butler, 
J.  S.  Chandler,  Henry  Webb,  J.  M.  Barrows, 
S.  H.  .t  B.  S.  Stone,  I.  T.  Miner  .V  Co.,  Stitt  A- 
Bowen,  Stitt  A*  Goodwin,  general  stores;  (iregory 
\-  Merriam,  shoe  store;  Edwin  Ij.  Huntington, 
drugs;  Starr  C'lark,  general  store;  Peek  \-  Conklin. 
dry  goods:  Bailey  ,V  .\yres,  clotliing;  W.  II.  .V  E. 
Rulison,  drugs;  Haird  ,V  (irillitli,  grocers;  (nintou 
\'  Eaton,  general  meichaudi.se;  .Vines,  Alexander 
A'  Co.,  shoes;  Albm  ISIeyer,  tailor;  .Tames  Whit- 
taker,  general  store;  .lames  Lamb,  William  (). 
Johnson,  groceries;SiIasMay,  Whitney  A'  Forsyth, 
(ioodwin  A'  Hinckley,  general  stores;  Taylor  A- 
Ruli.son,  druggists. 

Stone  A-  Tuller,  hardware;  John  Bennett,  Wil- 
liam Cooper,  tailors;  Luther  S.  Conklin,  Elam 
Marsh ;  land  agents. 

Driggs  A-  Parkliurst,  Gillisjiie,    Holmes    A-    Co., 
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general  stores;. J.  F.  &  D.  D.  Becker,  merehandife; 
G.  P.  Plank  A-  Son.  Goit  &  Everts,  dry  goods; 
Goit  A:  Thiiyer,  general  store;  T.aylor  &  Meyer, 
merchant  tailors;  Peek  &  Couklin,  mercliamlise; 
S.  W.  Plank,  dry  goods;  Huntington  i'  Rick.ard, 
drugs  and  jewelry;  Stone,  Rol)inson  \-  Co.,  dry 
goods;  Goit  Ar  Richardson,  groceries;  Pierce  i- 
Brown,  groceries;  L.  H.  Sayles,  bardw.are;  A.  W. 
Waters,  umlertaking;  Ball  &  Mond,  merchant 
tailors;  E.  .T.  Parmlee,  hooks,  succeeded  by  Cham- 
berlain A'  Walliice;  W.  ( ).  A:  Charles  C.  .Tohnsoii, 
groceries;  .Tesse  H.  Holmes,  clothing  store,  suc- 
ceeded by  B.  (i.  Eaton  i-  T.  G.  Brown;  C.  H. 
Clinton,  groceries;  Brooks  A:  Huntington,  drugs; 
.T.  R.  Norton,  dry  goods;  Geo.  W.  Stone,  dry 
goods;  Cobb  &  'Woodrutt;  groceries;  L.  (i.  Bal- 
lard, groceries;  L.  L.  Vii'gil.  hardware;  C.  P. 
Whipijle,  furniture;  George  (i.  Tubbs,  H.  L. 
All're<l,  jewelry;  .T.  1).  Hartson,  clothing;  C.  F. 
Tuller,  groceries;  Maybec  A:  Burgess,  groceries; 
Eldad  Smith,  hardware;  Holland  Wilder,  black- 
smith; Sterling  Newell,  lumber;  .Tohn  McMann, 
butcher.  Francis  Villard,  carpenter;  Lawrence 
Stevens,  carpenter;  William  Pentield,  blacksmith; 
Brainard  Selby,  blacksmith;  .T.  R.  Drake,  produce; 
Robert  Gibbs,  shoe  .store;  Bailey  &  Goodwin, 
clothing;  Ames  A;  Bennett,  shoe  store;  Becker 
Brothers,  dry  goods;  Hoo.se  At  Loomis,    groceries. 

The  Early  Manufacturers  include  W.  S. 
Fitch.  Simon  Tuller  ond  Peter  Pratt,  distilleries; 
Starkweather  and  E.  Burns,  hat  manufacturers; 
.John  Bennett,  tailor;  Mr.  Sherman,  scythe  fac- 
tory; .\sa  Putnam,  maker  of  axes  and  scythes; 
X.  &  W.  Peufield, carriage  works;  Bezaleel  Thayer, 
manufacturer  of  woolen  cloth;  Asa  Beebe,  iron 
foundry  and  maker  of  plows  who  was  suceeeeded 
by  James  Tuller  &  S.  T.  Beebe;  Orson  Ames, 
Gregory  &  Merriam,  .Jabin  Wood,  tanneries; 
John  Morton.  Matthias  Whitney,  Dennis  Peck, 
Cooper  A'  Huntington,  Brooks  A:  Rider,  Wm.  (Joit, 
David  Goit.  Almeron  Thomas  and  Peter  Sand- 
hovel.  Hour  manufacturers;  David  (ioit,  oil  mill; 
A.  C.  Erskine.  sash  and  blind  factory;  Bews  A- 
Walton,  iron  foundary;  Simon  Leroy,  Wairen 
Allen  and  W.  B.  Lord,  cabinet  makers;  S.  N. 
Gustin.  who  made  animal  pokes  and  pails;  Cyrus 
Turney.  wagon  maker;  S.  H.  A:  B.  S.  Stone, 
Phineas  Davis  and  J.  M.  Barrows,  manufacturers 
of  potash. 

Early  Lawyers  Prior  to  1854.  A.  M.  Bixby 
w!is  first  attorney  in  ^lexico  village;  M.  Petitt; 
Orville  Robinson,  member  of  Congress  in  18i2; 
Veeder  Green;  Levi  Downing;  Orla  H.  Whitney, 
county  jtidge;  Cyrus  Whitney,  county  judge; 
LukeD.  Smith,  member  of  assembly ;  John  B. 
Higgins,  district  attorney ;  Wm.  Tullar;  Timothy 
W.  Skinner,  surrogate,  only  one  of  that  period 
now  living  in  the  village ;  George  G.  French,  dist- 
rict attorney;  Edwin  Allen,  afterwards  mayor  of 
Oswego;  Albert  G.  Cole;  Samuel  T.  Par.sous. 

Physicians  Prior  to  1850. — Doctor  Tenant 
was  the  jiioneer  physician  here.  Others  were 
Elisha  Moore;  A.  B.  Palmer;  E.  Palmer; Frederick 
Smith;  Sardius  Brewster;  Benjamin  E.  Bowen, 
once  member  of  assembly;  Alexander  Whaley; 
Levi  F.  Warner;  Abiathar  Gardiner;  GiLson  A. 
Dayton,  ajipointed  auditor  of  state  canal  depart- 
ment; M.  Bradburv;  Harriet  Rundell;  Wm.  Run- 
dell;  Clark  D.  Snell;  A.  BueU;  Dr.  Kendall. 


Fires  in  Mexico— prior  to  1866— [Taken  from 
the  list  comiiiled  by  George  Goodwin.] 

February  ISOl,  Calvin  Tiffany's  log  houi-.e  (see 
First  Fire. 

1807.  Richard  Gatt'ord  dwelling,  (see  First  Fire). 

1809,  John  Ames  dwelling. 

1821,  David  Aldrich  residence  (tenant). 

1823,  Distillery   owned   by   Simon   Tuller  and 

Lucius  Webb;  at  night. 

]8'24,  Two  dwellings.  Mr.  Fox  moving  from 
oni^  founil  the  place  he  wa.s  going  to  in  Hames. 
Without  unloading  his  goods  he  returned  and 
found  tlie  other  house  burning.  He  then  left  the 
country. 

1825,  Dry  hou.se  connected  with  B.  Thayer's 
woolen  factory;  loss  .flOO;  not  insured. 

.Tulv,  1843,  Ashery  owned  bv  P.  Chandler  and 
leased  by  S.  H.  A-  B.  S.  Stone.'  Loss  $700. 

1844,  Tannery  owned  and  occupied  by  O.  Ame.s. 
Supposed  incendiary.     Loss  .f.j,000. 

184.5,  Trip  hammer  shop  owned  by  Wing  Ar 
Densmore  and  occupied  by(i.  Maynard;  at  night. 
Loss  .^(iOO. 

1845  or  '6,  Blacksmith  shop  owned  by  A.  Beelie 
and  leased  by  ({.  ^laynard.     Loss$;500. 

Aug.  15,  1846,  Two  houses  owned  by  .1.  B. 
Snifter;  midday.     Loss  $900. 

1847,  Dwelling,  known  as  Maycomber  house, 
and   used  as    s'liall   pox   hospital.     Unoccupied. 

Nov.  12.  18.50.  Methodist  church  and  sheds;  two 
stores,  one  owned  by  .T.  A.  Fort  and  the  other  by 
\.  Lawrence;  L.  Downing's  l)arn.  The  Are  ■«,as 
started  bv  a  girl  14  vears  old.  She  was  sent  to 
Pulaski  jail  and  tried  to  fire  that.  Loss  .$5,000; 
barn  insured  for  $100. 

185],  Dwelling  owned  by  Warner  Mitchell  on 
Sherman  hill;  caught  from  chimney ;  loss  $500. 
Dwelling  owned  by  Soloman  Mathews;  at  night; 
chimney;  loss  .$500;  insured  $175. 

Nov.  27,  1852,  ^Mexico  Hotel  (brick)  with  small 
tenements  and  a  dwelling  owned  by  L.  D.  Smith. 
Loss  .$4,000;  insm-ance  .$1,200. 

Marcli  25,  18.54,  Whitney  block  (frame),  old  red 
store,  Kinne's  clothing  store  .and  Downmg's  law- 
office;  night.  .\mong  the  losers  were  Whitney  A- 
Forsyth,  K.  H.  Kinne.  S.  Doolittle  and  L.  Down- 
ing;  caught  in  a  shoe  shop.  Loss  $7,000,  insur- 
ance $3,000. 

1854,  Stave  mill  owned  by  A.  Ciu'tiss,  H.  Cur- 
tiss  and  S.  Hosmer;  accidental;  loss  $900. 

.\ug.  26,  1854,  Three  stores  on  the  site  of  Webb 
block.  Three  story  building  owned  by  .fudge 
Whitney,  brick  store  owned  by  Henry  Webb  .and 
drug  store  of  W.  H.  and  E.  Rulison.  Losers  be- 
sides the  above  were  Whitney  &  Skinner,  S.  Ken- 
nedy. Odd  Fellows.  Peck  A:  Conklin.  Wm.  Webb, 
J.  G.  Allen,  J.  Blakeslee.  Loss  $15,000;  insur- 
ance $7,500;  origin  unknown. 

Nov.  24,  1857,  Blacksmith  shop  owned  by  L.  D. 
Smith  and  occupied  by  C.  .Johnson;  wagon  shf)p 
owned  by  Haven  &  Smith.     Lo.ss  $1,600. 

March  14,  1857,  Dwelling  owned  by  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Killam.     Loss   $800. 

Feb.  14,  1860,  Whitney  block  (l)rick)  composed 
of  six  stores.  Site  of  former  fire.  Among  the 
losers  were  K.  H.  Kinne.  O.  C.  Whitney,  Ames  k 
Bennett,  R.  Gibbs,  Bailey  &  Goodwin,  Brooks  & 
Rider,  Whitney  A:  Skinner,  J.  N.  F.  Hall,  Mrs. 
Bolt.  H.  Everts,  Mr.  Daniels,  C.  D.  Snell.  Incen- 
diarv.     Loss  .$20,000;  insm-ance  about$9,000. 

March  10,  18(51,  Store  of  A.  Thomas.  First 
tire  attended  by  the  fire  company  with  an  engine. 
Occurred  3  a.  m.     Loss  .$7,000;  insurance  $5,000. 

:\rarch  14,  1862,  Town  hall  block   composed   of 
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five  wooden  ImiMings.  Stone  A:  Fuller,  S.  Doo- 
little,  Biadbury  \-  Smith,  ().  H.  Whitney  estate, 
J.  N.  F.  Hall,  K.  HovTiml,  L.  D.  Smith,  M.  W. 
Babcoek,  Musses  Chublis  losers.  Loss  Si),  000; 
insurance  i3.").000.     Accidentjil. 

Mareh  2C.,  ISH:!.  Saw  mill  of  David  IJider.  Loss 
$.">00. 

Jan.  9,  l.S();!,  Saw  mill  owned  l)j'  Mr.  Borland. 
Loss  $(100. 

.Tilly  22,  18()4,  The  big  fire  (See  Fire  of  '(U  on 
another   pajie). 

.Tune  2it,  ISllli.  Empire  Hotel  block,  including 
buildings  attached  to  the  hotel  and  .T.  A.  Kiek.avd's 
barn.  J.  A.  lliokard,  W.  O.  .Tulinson,  Bard  A: 
(iriftith,  T.  G.  Packd-,  T.  A.  Skinner,  (iood 
Teinpl:u-s,  <i.  Swanson,  W.  C'ooper.  T.  15.  Elv, 
.T.  1'.  Plank,  Dr.  Baker,  (i.  A.  Castle,  Lawson  '\- 
Co.,  O.  L.  Kane,  T.  W.  Skinner,  J.  B.  Taylor 
and  others  were  losers.  Loss  $24,000;  insurance 
$14,000. 

First  Fire  in  Mexico  village  was  the  burning  of 
the  cabin  of  Calvin  Tiffany  in  February  LSOl. 
The  structure  built  of  lows  .stood  on  tlie  Seriba 
road,  a  spot  nmv  in  the  corporation  limits  of 
Mexico  village  a  h.df  a  mile  northeast  of  the  rail- 
road depot  and  was  first  occuiiied  by  Nathaniel 
Rood  the  first  white  settler  in  Mexico  who  took 
jiosse.ssion  with  .Tonathaii  Parkliuist  in  1798.  The 
latter  .soon  after  settled  south  of  Colosse.  In 
Feliruary  179.1  Calvin  Tittiny  and  Phiueis  Davis 
rented  the  house.  The  latter  shortly  after  Viuill  a 
house  for  liim.self,  leaving  the  Titl'aiiy  family  in 
the  cild  house  where  they  were  living'  when  it  was 
burned.  It  was  in  this  liouse  that  Truman  Rood 
was  born — the  first  birth  in  town — and  where 
Rood's  widow  lived  after  marrying  Richard  (iaf- 
ford — the  first  wedding  in  Mexico.  In  1807  tlu" 
Richard  (iattbrd  residen^'c  standing  on  the  s  mo 
ground  was   burned. 

The  Cradle  of  Societies  nas  the  name  pojiu 
iarly  given  to  Shualiel  Alfred's  residence  and  barn 
which  stood  in  the  west  end  of  the  village  on  Main 
street.  The  r<'.sidence  was  erected  in  181)7  being 
the  first  frame  building  in  the  village.  It  is  still 
standing  as  a  wing  to  a  dwelling  which  was  built 
later.  It  was  here  the  Masonic  fraternity  was 
organized  in  1808.  The  barn  which  stood  in  the 
rear  of  the  house  su]i]ilied  Harriet  Easton  with  a 
school  room  in  181L  On  .\ug.  20,  ISIO,  a  few 
ladies  met  in  this  barn  with  Siiium  Waterman 
and  took  steps  for  the  organization  of  a  Presby- 
terian church.  Services  were  conducted  there  liy 
the  Revs.  Fsrael  Brainaid,  Oliver  Leavitt  and  ISI. 
Dunlap  until  May  1811  when  a  second  meeting  of 
citizens  was  held  ivhich  resulted  in  the  organi/.a- 
tion  of  the  First  Congregational  <'hurch  of  Mexico. 

The  Soldiers'  Monument  Association   was 

organized  .Tune  20,  1877,  with  L.  11.  Conkliu, 
jjresidtnt;  C.  L.  Webb,  secretary;  H.  C.  Peck, 
treasurer;  J.  M.  Hood,  E.  L.  Huntington,  Tja 
I'ayette  Alfred,  Phineas  DavLs,  Asa  L.  Sam])Soii 
and  Lewis  ]\Iiller  executive  committee.  In  1888 
the  town  voted  $2,0(11)  and  the  monument  at  a  cost 
of  .S2, 080.. '54  was  erected  the  following  year,  being 
iledicated  July  4,  18,81).  It  is  a  granite  shaft  ;i4 
feet  high,  standing  in  the  ^Mexico  village  cemeterv. 


Wolves  became  so  plenty  in  the  early  days  of 
Oswego  settlements  that  the  town  l)oard  of  Mexico 
on  March  (i,  1804,  voted  $10  per  each  wolf  killid 
the  ensuing  year.  In  1812  the  nuisance  was  of 
such  character  that  the  town  board  increased  the 
bounty  to  .$30  for  each  head.  The  following  year 
Daniel  Southard  realized  SI..'")!)!)  in  bounties  for 
wolf  scaljis  which  he  had  taken. 

Prattham,  or  Prattville,  two  mill's  east  of 
Mexico,  was  named  after  Judge  Pratt  who  built  a 
store,  saw  mill  and  distillery  there  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade  with  Elias  Brewster.  Pratt  it 
Brewster  wer(>  also  interested  in  a  woolen  mill 
with  Dr.  Sardius  Brewster.  Joel  Savage  con- 
ducted the  tavern,  Edward  Smith  a  tannery  and 
harness  shoji.  Siiiion  Leroy  a  cabinet  sho]i  and 
(ieorge  Finney  a  blacksmith  shop. 

Wellwood  (South  Mexico)  was  settled  by 
.Tames  Wellwood  in  18:i8.  It  is  only  within  the 
)>ast  few  years,  when  the  post  office  was  started 
that  it  w.as  named  Wellwood.  The  jiostmasters 
here  were  Mahlon  Remington,  Ellsworth  Rem- 
ington, Mrs.  ICmma  Preston  and  William  Harris. 
The  South  Mexico  INIethodi^t  church  was  organ- 
ized March  1,  1849,  with  120  members  and  they 
built  and  dedi<'ated  their  church  in  March,  18.'>1. 
The  early  pastors  were  Charles  Northrup,  .\uson 
Taller,  Harris  King.sley  and  .T.  C.   Brown. 

DIexico  in  1808. — The  town  of  Mexico  bonler- 
ing  tlie  lake  on  the  east  as  well  as  the  south,  as 
it  did  in  1800  is  described  by  a  writer  in  that  year 
as  follows:— ".\t  the  end  of  the  lake  llure  are 
large  marshes,  ou  which  vegetation  is  very  rapi<l. 
Some  of  this  is  planted  with  corn  and  proiluces 
abundantly;  but  in  t'on.seipience  of  there  being  so 
much  grass  and  other  produetiiuis  which  cannot 
be  gathered,  the  jicojile  are  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
liable  to  a  distressing  fever  -much  more  malignant 
and  dangerous  than  the  common  fever  and  ague. 
In  the  lake  there  are  large  winrows  of  Sijud,  fiv<> 
miles  in  length,  on  which  there  stands,  here  and 
there  a  pine,  and  some  other  small  trees  which 
make  the  appearance  from  the  land  very  ))icliir- 
esque.  This  town  began  t  )  settle  in  '98,  is  called 
Mexico  or  Elli.sburgh;in  the  town  of  Mexico — nine 
miles  square — about  :iO  families  is  rapidly  settle- 
iiig." 

Nuts  and  Fruits. — Beechnuts  and  chestnuts 
were  found  in  Oswego  county  in  great  abundance 
when  the  first  settlers  came  here.  There  were 
also  large  (piantities  of  fniit,  many  species  of 
which  are  now  highly  cultivat<!d.  Along  the 
streams  berries  grew  in  great  abund.ance.  As 
early  as  l()l.")  Champlain  found  a  great  wood  of 
beechnuts  which  he  called  chestnits  and  which 
a])pears  iis  one  of  the  many  localities  of  iiit<'re.st 
he  marked  on  his  map.  Slippery  elm  bark  was 
also  gathered  by  the  pioneers  and  there  are  in- 
stances when  famishing  families  fed  on  it.  Butter- 
nut bark  was  hoai-iled  for  the  win'er  and  steeped, 
the  licpior  being  used  for  a  spring  tonic. 

In  1802  Rev.  .Toll n  Taylor,  "a  missionary,"  in 
this  section  declared  that  he  considered  the  fact 
that  he  hail  found  here  "currants,  black  and  red. 
angelica,  iilantain,  English  parsely,  high  balms 
ami  peppermint,"  evidences  that  this  country  had 
once  been   occupied    by    "an    imjiroved    peo|ile." 
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llorrowed  Photos.    AMES  FAMILY- FIVE  GENEKATKI.XS. 

Minervrt  Peck  Ames;  Emeline  Amos  Whitney,  her  daughter 
Riley  (>.  Whitney,  g:rixndson;  Mrs.  Laura  .].  Treadwell,  j;:reat- 
granddau^iiter;  Gerrie  L.  Treadwell,  great-g:reat-{i'raTids<»n 
Frank  E.  Whitnej',  j^reat-granddaiighter. 

The  Ames  Family. — On  the  north   side   and 
nearly  at  the  end  of  West  Main  street  stands  the 
stone    house    of   historic  interest,   whose  present 
occupants  ai'e  Mrs.  George  Cole  and  her  da^ighter 
Kate  Boylan.  This  house  was  built  in  1835  and  has 
a  primitive  air   of   simplicity.     In   1804   on  this 
same  plot  of  ground  midst  forests,    located  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leonard  Ames  with  four  little  children, 
who  came  from  Mud  Lake,  Delaware  Co.,  driving 
an  ox  teaTi  and  "blazing"  their  way.     Thne  they 
made  a  clearing  and  built  them  a  log  house  where 
they   rai.sed   eleven   children,  whom  the   mother, 
singing     the    lullaby,  rocked     in     saj)    troughs. 
The    late    Leonard    Ames,  of  the 
Ames     Iron   Works    was    one    of 
them.     This  story  is  told  of  one  of 
the     daughters,     Euieline     Ames, 
afterwards   Mrs.  Whitney,  gi-and- 
mother  of  Miss  Frank  Whitney  of 
this  village.     One  aftei  noon,  hav- 
ing jjaid  a  little  visit   to   her  old 
home,    she  started  out  to  her  own 
log  cabin   built  on     the    site    of 
ground  which  is  now  known  as  the 
riall  farm.     On  crossing  the  Uttle 
br.  ok  she  saw  a  fine  salmon.     She 
reached  out,  caught  the  fish  in  her 
hand  and  carried   it   home  in   her 
apron.      It    weighed    20    jjounds. 
Mr.  Leonard  Ames  buQt  the  stone 
house  as  it  stands  to-day.     There 
in  its  rooms  were  gathered  a   few 
choice   spirits   which  made  up  the 
first  Methodist  quarterly  meeting 
held  in  this  jxirt  of  the   country. 
The   only    remaining    member   of 
this  household — the  last  of  those 
eleven   children — is    Mrs.     Henty 
Ames,  who  resides  at  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.     Mr.  A.  A.  Howlett,  of  Syra- 
cuse,     married    the     youngest 


daughter  of  the  Ames's.  In  this  stone  house 
was  born  Mr.  Leonard  Ames  Whitney  of 
this  village,  the  first  great  grandchild  of 
Leonard  .\mes,  of  whom  Mr.  Aljjheus 
Herbeit  purchased  the  place.  It  then 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Charles  Paddock 
and  next  to  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  who.se 
daughter  is  its  present  occupant. 

John  Burro-ws,  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent resident  of  Mexico,  an  active,  earnest 
member   of  the  Presbyterian   church,   and 
a  kind  father,  was  one  of  the  many  distin- 
guished men  who  have  rejiresented  this  vil- 
lage in  many  parts  of  the  world.     For  fifty- 
two  years  his  life  was  spent  at  sea,  begin- 
ning when  ten  years  of  age  with  a  trading 
vessel  and  sixteen  yeai's  later   entering  the 
service  of  his  country  which  continued  for 
thirty-six    years    during  which    he  served 
faithfully   in   naval   operations   during   the 
Mexican  and  the  civil  wars.     His  residence 
in  Mexico  liegau  in  the  fall  of  1854  and  con- 
tinued to  the  time  of  his  death,   which  oc- 
curred  June   30,    1900,  except  during  the 
comparatively   biief   interims    when  shore 
duty  made  it  desirable  to  temporarily  move 
his    family   where   he   could   be   at   home. 
On   June    7,    1855,  the  yeai-  following   his 
arrival    in    Mexico    he   joined   the    Presbyterian 
church  and  was  always  thereafter  a  conscientious 
worker  and  Ulieral  contriliuter   in   the   cause  of 
religion  and  benevolence.     Mr.  Burrows  was  born 
in  Middletown,  Ct.,  Jan.  30,  1819.     When  he  was 
three    months    old    his    parents    moved    to  the 
Bahamas,  locating   on   one  of  the  salt   islands  of 
that  gi-oup  near  Nassau,  where  his  father  was  em- 
ployed in  making  salt.     Mr.  Burrows  frequently 
remarked   that   he   liegun   his  sea   life   at    thi'ee 
months  of  age.     He  was  ten  years   old   when   he 
induced  the  captain  of  a  vessel  to  take  him  to  sea. 
His  movements  for  thejnext  few  years  were  those 
of  a  sea-faring  life.     At  the  age  of  26  years,  Aug. 
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7,  1845,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  United 
States  navy  aud  was  assigoed  to  duty  during  the 
Mexican  war  on  the  frigate  ''Congress,  '  nnder 
Commoilore  Rol>ert  F.  Stockton.  As  a  reward  for 
excellent  service  and  worthy  seamanship,  Com- 
mandant John  1).  Sloat  of  the  (iosport  navy  yard, 
on  Feb.  10,  1M4H,  made  him  actmg  Master's  mate. 
Ou  Nov.  15,  1850,  President  Millard  Fillmore 
signed  his  commission  of  Boatswain  which  was 
made  to  begin  on  Dec.  4,  1849,  his  first  assignment 
being  to  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  "Germantown." 
This  position  he  held  in  various  ships  until  the 
time  of  his   retirement   from  active  service.     On 


Miss  Addie  E.  and  Miss  Sarah  L.  Burrows.     He 

has  one  sister  living  in  the  Baliamas. 

Jlr.  Burrows'  remarkable  service  in  the  United 
States  navy  took  him  to  idl  parts  of  the  world  and 
attached  him  to  many  of  the  well  known  vessels 
of  war  whose  names  are  household  words.  Among 
the  number  were  the  U.  !^.  S.  Alaska,  the  Ticon- 
deroga,  the  U.  S.  S.  Frigate  San  Jacinto  and  the 
U.  S.  S.  Wyoming.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  in  18(31,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  ou  the 
U.  S.  S.  sloop  of  war  Hartford  and  during  the 
many  trying  catujjaigus  of  that  vessel,  the  WiU'hu- 
setts  to  which  he  was  trausfened  in  1S(>2  and  the 


Diinwick.  IMioto. 
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Feb.  2,  1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  ICli/.a  ^IcKee 
of  Brooklyn  and  three  years  later,  in  the  fall  of 
1854,  they  moved  to  this  village,  coming  here 
through  the  friendship  of  T.  C.  Herbert,  a  sail- 
maker,  who  was  a  boon  companion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
rows. Here  Mrs.  Burrows  died  Jan.  17,  1881. 
On  Sept.  II,  18.SL2,  Mr.  Burrows  inarrird  Miss  Sarah 
F.  Allen  who  died  Dec.  IH,  1S!)5,  more  than  six 
years  prior  to  the  time  of  hisdeatli.  Mr.  Burrows 
had  five  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  two  of 
whom   are  now  living  in  the  village  of   IMexico, 


U.  S.  Steamer  Wyoming  to  which  he  was  attached 
in  18()5,  performed  the  duties  of  boatswain  witli 
gallantry.  In  1868  being  assigned  to  shore  duty 
in  the  Brooklyn  navy  yad  he  moved  his  family  to 
that  city  and  they  resided  there  two  and  a  half 
years.  In  1874  he  was  directed  to  rig  out  Old 
Ironsides  fiu'  the  receiving  shi])  Constitution  at 
Ijcague  Island  navy  yard  and  during  the  three 
years  foUnwiiig  being  on  duty  theie  l.e  and  his 
family  resided  in  Philadelphia.  Then,  in  1878, 
he   was  attiiched   to  the  Alaska  in  service  on  thu 
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Society,  is  a  Chapter  Mason  and  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  of  ^Mexico,  N.  Y.  He 
is  greatly  interested  in  infant  education  and  has 
read  papers  on  that  subject  before  the  County 
Medical  Society.  He  has  examined  over  six  thou- 
sand persons  for  life  insurance  for  the  different 
leading  insurance  companies.  On  June  5,  1883, 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Webb  of  Mexico,  N.  Y. 
who  died  Sept.  ID,  1893  leaving  one  child,  Fannie 
\X.    .Tohnsou,    born    Dec.    (J,    1884.     He   maiTied 


Ella   F.    Ooodell 
Goodell. 


Burrowed  Pli'ito. 

GEORGE  P.  .TOUNSDN,  M.  D. 

Pacific  station,  and  in  Aiign.st,  1S79,  returned 
home  on  waiting  orders  until  .Tat.  30,  1881,  when 
he  was  placed  on  the  retired  list,  thereafter  draw- 
ing longevity  pay,  gi'anted  in  1887,  until  liis  death 
antl,s])ending  the  balance  of  his  days  at  his  home 
in  tli.s  village. 

George  P.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  son  of  Noah  and 
Margaret  E.  (Miller)  Jf)hnson,  grandson  of  James 
Johnson,  was  born  Aug.  9,  1844,  at  Palermo,  N.  Y. 
He  was  educated  at  Falley  Seminary,  Fulton, 
N.  Y.,  and  Oswego  City  High  School,  Oswego, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1864  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  his  brother.  Dr.  Stephen 
I'.  Johnson,  of  Oswego,  N.  Y. ;  attended  lectures 
at  .\;bany  Medical  College  and  was  graduated 
from  there  Dec.  24,  1807.  On  J)ec.  2(5  toUowing, 
Dr.  Johnson  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Oswego  with  his 
bx'other,  remaining  until 
Dec.  16,  18(58,  when  ne 
removed  to  Mexico,  N.Y., 
where  he  has  continued 
his  professional  woi  k 
since.  He  was  U.  S. 
Pension  Examining  Sur- 
geon from  Nov.,  1869.  to 
Jan  ,1883,  physician  and 
surgeon  to  OswegoCounty 
Insane  .\syluai  and  Poor 
House  from  .Jan.  1,  1873, 
to  Jan.  1,  1891,  hetlth 
physician  of  Mexico,  N. 
Y,,  from  1872  to  1879 
and  postmaster  of  Mexico 
Village  from  Feb.  2il, 
1883,  to  April  7,  1887. 

Dr.  Johnsoi]  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Oswego  County 
Medical  Society,  was 
vice  president  in  1882  and 
president  in  1883,  mem- 
ber of  N.Y.State  Medical      Dmiwick.  Fiioto. 


second  on  Jan.  2.5,    1898,    Miss 
eldest  daughter  of  Rev.  Wm.  S. 

Mexico  Village  Cemetery  was  originally 
ojiened  in  1838,  and  the  first  to  be  placed  in  its 
sacred  dust  were  the  i-emains  of  Luther  S.  Conk 
lin  in  September,  1838.  The  first  trustees  were 
.Tohn  Bennett,  .Tames  S.  Chandler  and  Calvin 
Goodwin.  In  1859  additional  land  was  purchased 
on  the  west  side  by  D  W.  C.  Peck  and  Oliver  C. 
Whitney  as  executors  of  OrlaH.W^hitney,  deceased, 
which  is  now  known  as  the  "Whitney  Plot." 
This  plot  is  still  jjrivate  ground  never  having 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  ceme- 
tery. In  1861  additional  land  was  purchased  by 
Luthur  H.  Conkliu  .and  annexed  to  the  cemetery 
and  is  known  as  the  "Conklin"  addition.  In  1872 
the  cemetery  was  much  enlarged  and  improved  by 
land  purchased  by  the  village  of  Henry  L.  Cole. 
The  purchase  price  was  S1600.  This  new  part 
was  finelv  laid  out  in  burial  plots  and  avenues  by 
D.  W.  C.  Peck,  Oliver  C.  Whitnev,  L.  H.  Conk- 
hn.  Wm  J.  Menter,  C.  F.  Tullar  and  B.  S.  Stone 
who  were  the  trustees  of  the  cemetery  at  that  time. 

None  worked  with  more  enthusiasm,  with  more 
realiza'ion  of  the  ai-tistic  possibilities  of  this  last 
addition,  or  gave  it  more  thought  than  did  Mr. 
Peck.  He  was  a  recognized  leader  and  to  his 
tireless  energy  much  of  its  beauty  is  due.  Mr. 
James  B.  Driggs  also  has  done  much  to  beautify 
this  cemetery. 

In  1887  the  receiving  vault  was  erected  under 
the  supervision  of  B.  S.  Stone,  E.  L.  Huntington, 
G.  H.  Goodwin  and  J.  B.  Driggs  who  were  the 
trustees  of  the  cemetery  at  that  time  and  are  now. 
It  is  of  interest  in  this  connection  to  state  that 
Mr.  George  H.  Goodwin  who  has  been  a  trustee 
for  twenty-five  years  has  made  an  excellent  record 
tor  uprightness,  thoroughness  and  couite^y. 
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The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Mexioo  was  or. 
giinize<l  as  the  Hiiptist  elinreL  of  Jlexicoville,  Jan. 
'24,  1882,  bv  Rev.  Jonatluin  (iooilxviu,  wlio  came 
to  this  town  from  ConuEcticnt  in  ISlii).  Preach- 
ing in  this  vicinity  for  three  years,  his  hxbors  crys- 
talizej  in  the  organization  of  this  church.  His 
ripe  njxe,  experience,  wisdom  and  spiritual  endow- 
ment fitted  him  for  effective  service.  Born  at 
Lebanon  Ct. ,  in  the  year  of  our  nation's  birth, 
177fi,  called  of  God,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
at  Mansfield,  Ct.,  twenty  sui'cessive  years,  he  was 
the  man  for  the  work.  Serving'  tlie  infant  cliun-h 
as  past  I  >r  three  years,  he  returned  to  lal  lor  in  his  nat- 
ive state.  Re-visiting  Mexico  iu  'Sti,  he  was  taken 
ill  and  died  at  fourscour.  He  was  buried  in  the 
primitive  cemetery.  He  was  the  noble  grand- 
father of  our  honored  townsman,  (ieorse  H.  (.iood- 
win.  The  chui'ch  records  were  burned  in  1H04, 
but  the  known  constituent  members  were  Rev. 
Jonathan  Goodwin,  his  sdu  t'alviu  Goodwin, 
Deacon  Reuben  Smith  an<l  wife,  ('alvin'^Tifiany 
and  Mrs.  Rolnnson.  The  first  annual  iTieeting  of 
the  Oswfgo  Baptist  association  was  held  witli  tliis 
church,  which  reported  rxj  members,  withiltev.  .T. 
Goodwin,  R.  Smith,  M. 
Clark  and  C.  Tiffany, del- 
egates. In  1835,the  Bap- 
tist church  in  Northwest 
Mexit^i  united  with  this 
and  adopted  the  present 
name.  There  were  11"> 
members,  with  Rev.  S. 
Davison,  i)astor.  In  183(1, 
Rev.  Wm.  Frary  was 
pastor  here  and  at  New 
Haven.  In  ]8:!7  Rev. 
Nelscm  ('am])  was  called. 
In  IKiH  the  first  baiitism 
occurred.  The  nundiei' 
was  iCi.  In  18;W  Rev.  >. 
Ponieroy  as  ])asfor:  4 
baptized;  tlie  church 
numbered  81),  aud  the 
first  exclusion  occurred. 
The  association  again  met 
here.  From  188i»  to  '45 
data  are  lacking.  Dunwii  u,  I'li. 


In  1845  Rev.  David  MoFarland  became  pastor 
and  found  112  members.  He  labored  four  years, 
baptized  18  and  left  110.  Rev.  Nelson  Ferguson 
followed  two  years,  baptized  2  and  left  83.  Rev. 
T.  Theall  served  nearly  a  year.  From  1853  to  '55 
they  had  supplies,  trials  and  discouragements. 
Rev.  Chancellor  Hartshorn  j)reached  one  yearand 
left  7li.  Destitute  one  year.  In  1857  Rev.  Jiid- 
8on  Davis  came  suj)plyiug  also  Colosse.  He  found 
73  members.  He  gave  up  Colos.se  the  second 
year.  Things  brightened.  During  his  |)astorate 
of  four  vears  and  nine  months.  32  were  bajitizid. 
In  LSIIl'they  number<-d  114.  In  lsii2  Rev.  S.  S. 
Utter,  of  ble^-sed  memory  came.  A  year  of  godly 
toil,  and  five  were  baptized.  He  left  10(1.  Rev. 
George  K.  Pierce  followed,  was  ordained,  and 
]n-eached  earnestly  a  year  and  a  half.  In  July, 
lS{;r(.  Rev.  Law.sou  Muzzy,  wi.se  and  beloved,  be- 
came pastor,  leading  the  church  in  goodly  paths 
for  nine  years — the  longest  pastorate  in  the 
church's  history.  His  memory  is  fragrant.  The 
church  edifice  was  rebuilt  of  lirick  in  1872,  an<l 
and  re-dedicated  Jan  12,  1873,  Rev,  1.  Butterfield 
lireaching  the  sermon.  Rev.  E.  B.  Hutchius  was 
called,  ordained  and  labored  two  years.  Rev.  J. 
H.  J\Ic(Jahen  had  a  four  years'  pa.-^torate  of  bless- 
ing and  53  were  added  to  the  church.  Rev.  C. 
M.  Booth  foUowed  until  March,  1884,  with  18  ad- 
ditions. Rev.  G.  W.  Barnes  c.ime  in  March,  1885, 
and  left  in  February,  1889.  Additions,  '2'.K  Rev. 
G.  H.  Button  followed  for  one  year.  Then  the 
church  was  pastorless  until  jNIay,  I8',)l,  when  Rev. 
S.  ^I.  Wheeler  was  pastor  imtil  February,  18112. 
Elder  Buttim  labored  four  weeks  evangelistically 
and  18  were  baptized.  The  veteran.  Rev.  E.  ¥. 
Elaine,  supplied  them  two  years  and  three  months 
and  the  savor  of  his  name  lingers  sweet  on  the 
field.  Rev.  J.  M.  Berry  was  the  next  pastor  for 
two  years.  Rev.  H.  Wayne  Wolcott  came  in 
December,  189G,  lalxiring  until  June,  11100.  A 
fine  chajjel  was  built,  roll  call  held,  and  a  ))arson- 
.sonage  secured.  Rev.  (ieorge  A.  Faubank  be- 
came pastor  July  1,  1900,  was  ordained  Oct.  30, 
and  labored  etficiectly  with  divine  blessing.  With 
his  busy  wife  he  lives  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
The  pre!-cnt  ])astor.  Rev.  S.  S.  Bidwell,came  Jan. 
1,  1903.  The  outlook  is  good  skyward,  and  some- 
what cheering  to  Iniman  vision.  The  present 
membershiii  is  102.      Deacons  S.  C,  (ireen,  E.  Ij. 


TIIK   l!.\l"I'IS'r  (HI    HI}]. 
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Joues  and  H.  F.  Kenyon;  trustees,  S.  C.  Green, 
Daniel  \Yyaiit,  Herbert  Ad.ims,  Fred  Hamilton, 
E.  W.  Jones  and  Charles  Loomis. 

Our  oldest,  best  beloved  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Douglass  Ferris,  whose  likeness  appears,  fell 
asleep  Sept.  24,  1902.  She  was  of  Connecticut 
descent,  born  in  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  23, 
1S03,  daughter  of  a  godly  Baptist  deacon  and  a 
devoted  and  gifted  mother,  converted  at  14,  bap 
tized  in  Whitesljoro,  N.  Y.,  gifted  and  educated, 
a  successful  teacher,in  maiden  jears  the  atliauced 
of  the  sainted  hero  missionary,  Bev.  Eugenio  Kiu- 
caid,  but  her  Iriends  shrank  from  the  partin.;  and 
she  remained  single  until  1S42,  ■when  she  married 
'Sir.  E.  M.  Ferris.  They  soou  moved  to  Mexico 
where  they  ended  their  days— he  in  1883,  she  as 
above,  in  her  one  hundredth  year. 

The  Wesleyan  Illethodist  Church  society 
of  Pratthaui  was  first  organized  in  1818.  The 
church  building  was  erected  in  1863,  the  dedica- 
tion taking  place  on  Deo.  11  of  that  year. 
Those  who  preached  to  this  society  Avere  Be^'. 
David  B.  Dixon,  1818-'33;  William  B.  Stowe, 
1833-'36;  John  L.  Marvin,  1840-43;  Ezra  Scoville, 
1843-"53;  Baljjh  Bobinson,  18,53-'57.  Then  came 
a  gap  of  a  few  years  which  resulted  in  the  new 
society  and  a  good  church  building,  in  which  Bev. 
A.  P.  Burgess  was  the  first  pastor,  preaching  in 
1863.  Then  followed  L.  N.  Stratton,  1865-'70; 
A.  F.  Dempsev,  1871;  Bev.  G.  L.  Payne,  1872-'5; 
Bev.  E.  Barnets,  1876. 

The  First  Birth  in  the  town  of  Mexico  was 
that  of  Truman,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Bood,  Aug. 
10,  1798,  in  the  old  Bood  house  then  located  in 
the  present  boundary  of  the  village  of  Mexico. 
Bood  first  came  to  Mexico  that  same  year  and 
built  a  house  at  Yera  Cruz.  The  same  fall  about 
the  time  of  the  birth  of  his  son  he  was  lost  with  a 
party  on  the  lake.  His  widow  married  Eichard 
Gafford. 


Harriet  Rundell,  whose  popularity  in  Mexico 
during  her  hmg  useful  life  prompted  everybody 
to  call  her  "Auntie", was  a  woman  of  more  than 
ordinary  endowments.  For  forty  yeais  she  jirac- 
ticed  medicine  driving  her  own  hoi-se  all  through 
the  country  hereabouts  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 
She  never  attended  a  medical  school  but  "i)icked 
up"  what  knowledge  she  possessed  and  she  was 
quite  successful.  Her  husband,  W.  W.  Bundell 
W!is  a  Methodist  clergyman  who  finally  practiced 
medicine.  Harriet  was  liberal  to  the  poor  and 
jiopular  with  everybody — the  village  favorite. 
She  was  by  far  the  most  representative,  liest  known 
and  most  active  of  Mexico  women  in  all  social  and 
church  matters.  Yery  earnest  in  her  .siipport  of 
tiie  Methodist  church  she  at  the  time  of  her  death 
left  her  large,  handsome  hou.se  to  the  society  for 
the  parsonage. 

Earliest  Mills.— In  1801  John  Morton  put  up 
a  log  hciuse  in  Mexico.  Three  years  later  he 
erected  a  saw  mill  which  was  also  combined  with 
a  mill  for  grinding  feed  and  the  juoneers  briMight 
corn  on  ti  eir  backs  from  miles  around  to  be 
ground  here.  Matthias  Whitney  &  Son  bought 
the  mill  in  1811  and  put  in  two  run  of  stone.  In 
1827  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Dennis  Peck  who 
sold  out  to  Wm.  Cioit  and  he  in  turn  to  David 
Goit.  Aluieron  Thomas  in  1864  was  followed  by 
his  son  Amos  C.  Thomas,  who  was  succeeded  by 
his  brother  Frederick  A.  'Ihomas.  This  mill  was 
torn  down  within  the  past  two  or  three  yeai's. 
The  Osl)orne  miU  stands  on  the  site  of  this  old 
l)uilding.  Leonard  Ames  .succeeded  Morton  in 
running  the  saw  mill. 

The  First  Store. -In  the  mercantile  line,  the 
first  store  in  Mexico,  aside  from  Scrilia'swas  kept 
by  William  S.  Fitch,  near  the  Cah  in  Tiffany  (now 
C.  G .  Dewey )  place.  About  the  close  of  the  war  cf 
1812  he  removed  his  liusiness  to  Mexico  village, 
his  store  being  where  Simons'  billiard  saloon  now 
stands.  The  building  he  had  before  occupied  was 
al)out  that  time  removed  to  the  village  and  is  now 
a  part  of  the  first  house  north  of  (_)sborn's  Toronto 
Mills. 
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Military  Tract.— Facts  of  interest  with  com- 
ipleteint'oimati.  Ill  I'lincei-niiig  tliese  ListoriPiil  laiiils; 
Thf  legislature  by  the  act  of  July  •!'>,  178'2,  cre- 
ated the  Old  Military  Tract  as  it  was  called.  It 
contained  1,800,000  acres  and  inchided  the  pres- 
ent counties  of  Onondaga,  Cortland,  Cayuga, 
Tonipkins  and  Seneca  (except  a  strip  across  the 
southern  end  of  Cortland  county,  west  from  the 
Tioughnioga  river,  aliout  a  mile  and  a  half  wide), 
and  all  of  Wavne  eouuty  east  of  Great  Sodus  Bay 
and  Oswego  countv  west  of  the  Oswego  river. 

In  this   tract  there   were  28  townships,   called 
"Military  towns"  to   distinguish    them    from   the 
towns  afterwards  created  in  erecthig  the  counties 
enclosing  them.     In  1786  the  legislature  created  a 
new  militarv  tract  of  7ti8,000  acres  in  the  cwnties 
of  Clinton,  Franklin   and   Essex   which   wa-s   laid 
out  in  twelve  towns,    hringing   the   total   number 
up  to  tiO.     Each  was  laid  out  as  nearly    square    a.s 
practical,  averaging   about   !);::    miles   square   and 
containing  each  100  lots  of  (iOO  acres  to  the  lot,  or 
a  total  of  t)0,000  acres.     The  towns  were   number- 
ed and  given  classical    names  all   of    which   have 
been  retained  (as  far  iis  the  supply    would   go)    in 
the  re-constituted  towns.     Except  where  they  co- 
iBcided  with  county   lines,    none  of   the   original 
boundaries  were  preserved,  each  '•military'"  town 
supplying  territorv  for  two  or  three  re-orgauized 
towns.     The  onlv""inilitary"  town  overlapping  a 
countv  line  is  that  of  Sterling  which  contributed 
territory  for  both  Wayne   ami    Cayuga  counties. 
The  numbering  of  the  towns  began  withLysander 
near  the  north  east  corner   of  that  tract  (the  sec- 
ond "military"  town  south  of  Lake  Ontario)  and 
was  carried  south  going  from  east  to  west. 

The  towns,  placed  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  numbered,  together  with  the  counties  which 
have  since  absorbed  them,  are  as  follows:  No.  1, 
Lysander,  Onondaga:  2,  Hannibal,  Oswego;  3, 
Cato,  Cayuga;  4,  Brutus,  Cayuga:  h,  Camillus, 
Onondaga;  ti,  Cicero,  Onondaga;  7,  Manlius,  On- 
ondaga; 8,  Aurelius,  Cavuga;  0,  :Marcellus.  Onon- 
daga; 10,Pompey,Onondaga;  ll,llomulus,Seneca: 
12,Scipio,Cavuga;  Hi,  Sempronious,  C!ay"Ki';  !■*• 
Tully,  Onondaga;  l.''!,  Fabius,  Onondaga;  l(i, 
Ovid,  Seneca;  17,  Milton,  Cayuga;  18,  Locke, 
Cavuga;  19,  Homer,  Cortland;  20,  Solon,  Cort- 
land; 21,  Hector,  Schuyler;  22,  Ulysses,  Tomp- 
kins; 23,  Dryden,  Tompkins;  2-1,  Virgil,  Cortland; 
2."),  Cincmnatus,  Cortland;  2(i,  Junius,  Seneca; 
27,  Oalen,  Wayne;  28,  Sterling,  Wayne  and 
Cayuga. 

The  Federal  government  having  offered  lands 
in  the  west  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  the 
state  laid  out  the  military  tracts  to  keep  as  many 
here  as  possible,  offering  a  bonus  of  100  acres  to 
pi-ivates  who  would  rehnquish  their  western 
claims  and  accept  this  offer  of  (>()0  acres  of  land  in 
this  stiite  before  July  1,  1790.  The  state  reserved 
in  each  town  two  lots  for  schools,  two  for  churches 
and  two  to  be  distributed  among  commissioned 
officers.  The  allotment  of  lands  was  to  be  made 
by  drawings. 

In  default  of  a  settlement  on  each  fiOO  acres 
within  seven  years  the  land  was  to  revert  to  the 
state.  Fifty  acres  of  each  lot,  called  the  "survey 
fifty,"  was  8ul)jeet  to  the  charge  of  forty-eight 
shillmgs  (.fli.OO)  to  pay  for  surveying,  and  if  that 
were  not  paid  in  two  years  the  "survey  fifty"  was 
to  be  sold.  Compliance  with  these  two  main  con- 
ditions gave  the  patentee   full   title   to  the  whole 

CiOO  acres.  ,   t  >     o    ,-.in 

The  distribation  of  lots  occurred  July  3,  1(90, 

under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  lieutenant- 


govei-nor  and  four  state  officers.  The  names  of 
the  claimants  of  the  land  were  placed  on  ballots 
in  one  box  and  numbers  corresponding  to  the  al- 
lotments wen;  placed  on  ba'lots  in  aiu)ther  box. 
The  jierson  appointed  by  the  commissioners  first 
drew  the  ballot  containing  a  name  and  then  the 
baUot  cotaining  the  number  of  the  lot;  in  which 
manner  each  claimanl's  allotment  was  determined. 


Original  Oneida  Reservation.— That  nation 
secured  to  itself  by  treaty  with  the   state  of    New 
York  at  Fort  Schuyler  Sept.  22, 1788, in  perpetuity 
the  tract  of  land  including  a  large  jiart  of  the  pre- 
sent counties  of  Aladison  and  Oneida  and  a   strip 
along  the  eastern  line  of  Onondaga  county.     This 
treaty  followed  that  made  with  the  Onondagas  in 
about  ten  days,  the  same   commissioners   serving 
in  both  cases.     The  Oneidas  received  "cash  down" 
$2,000   in    monev,    .$2,000   in   clothing  and  other 
goods,  $1,000  in'provisions  and  .$500  to   be   used 
in   building   a   grist  and  saw  mill  at  their  village. 
The  Oneidas  weri'  also  to  receive  $000  in  cash   or 
goods   annually.     The    northern   half  of  their  re- 
servation the  (hieidas  were  jirohibited  from   leas- 
ing or  selling;  but  the  other  Isouthern)   portion-— 
a  strip  four  miles  wide— could  be  leased  in  part  or 
the  whole  not  to  exceed   twenty -one   years.     The 
state  further  reserved  to  the  Indians  and  others  to 
land  and  encamp  upon,  viis:  "One  halt  mile  square 
at  the  distance  of   every  six   miles   of  the    lands 
along  the  northern  banks  of  the  Oneida  lake;  one- 
half   mile   in  breadth  of  the  lands  on  each  side  of 
Fish  creek ;  and  a  ccmvenient  piece  of  land  at  the 
fishing  place  in  the  Onondaga   river   about   three 
miles   from    where   it   issues  out  of  Oneida  lake." 

Emigrants  In  Oswego,  1828.- Some  obser- 
vations  from  a   letter   dated  Constantia,   Dec.  2, 
1828,  to  the  children   in   old  England  will  be  in- 
teresting as  showing  what  Oswego  county  wsis  in 
that  day:  "We  can  buy  good  land  for  18  shillings 
per  acre:  but  buying  laud  is  not  one-(]uai-ter  ])art 
[of  our  troubles),  for  the  land  is  as  full  of  trees  as 
your  woods  are  full  of  stubs ;  and  they  are  from  4  to 
10  rods  long,  and  from  1  to  5  feet  through  them. 
*      ♦      You  may  buy  beef  for  Ijd  per  pound  and 
mutton  the  same;  .salt  butter,  7d,    cheese   3d,  tea 
4s,    (id,  sugar   7d,  camlles   7il   and   soap    7d   per 
pound.     Wheat  brings  4s,  M,  and  corn  and  rye 
2s  per  bushel.       *       *       I  get  2s,  4d  a  day  and 
my  board  and  have  as   much    meat   to   eat  three 
times  a  dav  as  I  like.     *     ♦     But  clothes  is  dear; 
shoes,  .5s;'half-boot.s  Kis;  calico   from  3d  to  Is.  4d 
per  yard ;  stockings  28,  9d :  Haiiuel   48   per  yard ; 
superfine  cloth  from  4s,  M  to  I,£  i)er  yard;  now  all 
this   is   counted   in    English    money.      *     *     We 
have  two  or  tbree  miles  to  carry  ourgiist  and  foui- 
miles  to  go  to  the  store;  another  thing  is  we  have 
no  brewhouse  near  so  we  cannot  get  any  yeast  to 
bakewith,so  we  arc  obliged  to  make  ri-sings  *  •  we 
sometimes  have  heavy  bread     •     *     but  with  all 
inconveniences   I   bless   God    for   sending  me  to 
America.     •     *     Let  me   know  whether  you  wUl 
come  to  America  or  not.      •      ♦      You   w  ill  want 
1£,  10s  to  get  to  where  I  am,  both  old  and  young. 

•  '♦     and  when  you  get  to  the  (piarantine  ground 

♦  •  the  best  wiiy  for  you  to  come  is  to  come  u|) 
to  Albany  in  a  tow  boat';  when  you  get  to  Syra- 
cuse cidl'for  entertAinmeut  at  the  sign  of  the  Far- 
mer's Accommodation;  and  there  you  will  find  us 
out." 
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Grace  Episcopal  Church. — In   the   year    of 
our  Lord,  1830,  there  were  living  in  this  village, 
Luther  SheUinger  Conklin  and  his  wife,  Frances 
Rebecca,  who  were  the  first  communicants  of  the 
Episcopal  church  in  this  village,  as  far  as  is  known 
to  us.     With  the  exception  of  the   burial  service, 
the   offices   of   the  church  were  not  known  here, 
until  1848;  when  the  Rev.  E.  DeZeng  was  invited 
by  Bishop  De  Lancy  and  services  were  held  until 
March,  1840.     On  December  4,    1848,    a   Parish 
was  organized    under   the   name  of  the   "Rector, 
Wardens  and  Vestrymen   of  Grace  Church  in  the 
village  of  Mexico,"  and  the  officers  elected.     The 
rector   was   Rev.  Edward  De  Zang;  the  wardens 
were  Charles  Benedict  and  Alexander  Whaley  and 
the   vestrymen    were   J.    E.    Bloomtield,     Cyrus 
Whitney,  Wm.    Cooper,   jr.,  L.  F.  Warner,  Levi 
Downing,  L.  M.  Conklin,  N.  AUen  and  L. 
D.  Smith.      In  March,  1849,  Mr.  De  Zeng, 
being  quite  ill,  retired.     Services  now  were 
held  occasionally   by    Dr.    Gallaudet   (who 
was  greatly  interesteil  in  deaf  mutes,  many 
of  whom  were  confirmed  and  liecame  valua- 
ble members),  and  others.     The  parish  was 
re-organized  March  29,    1869,    and  regular 
services  were  begun  by  Rev.  T.  E.  Pattison, 
who   came  from  Syracuse  for  this  purpose. 
In  the  spring  of  1870  the   present  site  was 
secured  and  jireparalion  for  the  new  build- 
ing was  actively  begun.     On  June  '22,  1870, 
the  corner  stone  was  laid  by   the    Rt.    Rev. 
F.    D.    Huntington,    S.  T!  D.,   Bishop   of 
Central  New  York.     At  this  time  the   war- 
dens  were   M.    Bradbury  and  L.  Conklin, 
and  the    vestrymen    were   L.   D.   Smith,  .T. 
M.  Wing,  William   Coojjer,  (J.  W.  Pruyne, 
J.  B.  Taylor  and  C.  K.Tuller.     On  .Tune  16, 
1871,  the   building  was  CDinpleted,    costing 
over  .$14,000,    nearly    half   the    sum    lieing 
given  by  members   and   by  citizens  of  this 
village  and  vicinity.     Donations  for  his  fund 
were  received  from  Mr.  W.   C.   Pierrepont, 
R.  C.  Morgan,  Benjamin  Doolittle  and  per- 
ha])s  one  or  two   others.     The  chui'ch    was 
built  upon  a  twelfth  century  plan,  of  bluish 
gray  stone,  with   brick   facings.     The  pro- 
l)ortions  of  the  building  are  perfect,  and  the 
interior  of  the  building  is  in  exquisite  taste. 
The  windows  are  of  the  best  cathedral  stained 
glass.     The  exquisite   chancel  window  was 
given  by   the  State  Association  of   Deaf  Blutes  in 
memory  of  its  first  president,  John  W.  Chandler. 
One   memorial   window  was  contributed  by  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Loomis  and  one  by  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Conklin; 
the  Rose  window   by    friends   of   Mrs.  George  D. 
Babcock  of  Mexico.     The    bell   was  a  gift   from 
Miss  Fannie  Conklin  and  her  brother  L.  H.  Conk- 
lin, in  loving  remembrance  of  their  parents.     The 
altar,   bi.shop'8  chaii'   and  credence  Ijracket  wei-e 
presented   by   a   class   of   young  ladies  of  Christ 
Church,  Oswego,  and  thejiulpit,  desk  and  rector's 
chair  by  Miss  Johnson  and  her  friends  of  Trinity 
church,  Hartford,   Conn.      Miss  Anna  French  of 
lltica,  daughter   of  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  French   and 
his  wife   Martha   French     (who   later  on  resided 
here  and  were  most  active  and  helpful  members), 
gave  the  altar  rail.     Rev.  Mr.  Watson   presented 
the  altar  cross,  H.  Chandler  the  communion  plate, 
Wm.    Ely  the  stoles,  while  the   lectern,  font  and 


first  altar  cloths  were  given  by  the  Sunday  school. 
Rev.  Mr.  Pattison  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  G. 
H.  Watson  in  1870,  during  whose  rector.ship,  on 
June  16,  1871,  the  ojjening  service  w.is  celebrated 
with  the  pi-esence  and  assistance  of  nine  other 
clergymen.  Dr.  Beach,  of  Oswego,  preaching  the 
opening  sermon  and  communion  was  administered 
to  more  than  a  hundred  jierscms.  In  1874,  Rev. 
B.  T.  Hall  took  charge  <if  the  iiarish  and  througli 
his  efforts  a  line  Steve  &  Turner  pipe  organ,  cost- 
ing .f  1,1.50  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  build- 
ing. At  this  time  Mrs.  Adelaide  M.  Parker,  a 
jirofessor  and  teacher  of  music  from  the  western 
part  of  the  state,  was  ajipointed  organist  and  mus- 
ical tlirector,  and  as  such  she  has  served  diligently 
and  faithfully  from  that  time  till  the  present. 
Rev.  W.  L.  Parker  was  the  next  minister  in 
charge,  followed  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Hayden;  and  on 
his  leaving  Dr.  Josejih  Cross  was  called. 


Duiiwick,  Photo.        GRACE  EPISCOPAL  (.'HTWH. 

This  parish  wLU  always  hold  in  faithful  remem- 
brance Rev.  F.  B.  A.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  who  was 
asked  to  take  charge  of  this  church  in  1879.  At 
this  time  there  was  a  debt  remaining  on  Grace 
church  of  about  $6,000  which  Dr.  Lewis  most 
generously  assumed  by  consent  of  the  vestry,  and 
with  a  small  salary,  undertook  the  task  of  raising 
this  amount,  giving  of  his  own  i)rivate  means  the 
sum  of  .'$2,000  and  three  months"  salary.  He  re- 
ceived nearly  ,$800,  donated  in  iiledges'  in  Mexico 
and  vicinity,  about  $500  from  church  people  in 
Oswego,  about  $1.50  through  .solicitation  of  (ieorge 
D.  Babcock  of  Mexico,  from  friends  in  Water- 
town  and  other  places,  and  $2,600  from  the  women 
of  the  parish;  and  he  finally  saw  the  property 
honestly  fi'ee  from  all  debt  or  incumbrance  what- 
ever, and  conveyed  to  the  "Trustees  of  the  Par- 
ochial Fund,"  and  the  building  consecrated  on 
Octobers,  1882.  It  would  be  unworthy  a  "his- 
torian" to  omit  honoralJe  mention  of  the  work  of 
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the  women  of  Grace  clmrch.  Among  the  earliest 
workers  who  foraieilan  "Aid  Society"  wove  Mrs.  L. 
H.  Conklin,  Mrs.  Morris  Brown.  ^Frs.  J.  M.Wing, 
Mrs.  George  I).  IJalieock,  Mrs.  (i.  Pniyue,  Mrs. 
V.  C.  Tiiller,  Mrs.  A.  Halleck.  Mrs.  A.  Mason, 
Mrs.  Jacob  Brown,  :\Irs.  W.  H.  Penfiekl,  Mrs.  V. 
Carpenter,  Mrs.  H.  Rider,  Mrs.  J.  Chamller,  Mrs. 
.T.  T>riggs,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Parker,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Lingenfelter,  Mrs.  A.  Boughtou, 
Mrs.  Josie  Smith  Collins.  Mrs.  T.  Jert'reys,  MLsses 
Fannie  Conklin.  .\]ta  Cole  and  Nettie  Fletcher. 
By  their  united  labor  the  funi  of  $2,fin()  was  paid 
on  the  church  debt,  over  .iJSOO  on  car])ets  and  fur- 
naces, over  .'J'ioO  to  the  organ  fund,  besides  nuich 
given  for  various  purposes.  Nearly  $'2')()  of  this 
money  was  raised  by  gathering,  trininiing  and 
s-lling  ground  pine,  and  nearly  all  of  the  above 
amounts  represent  hard  labor  Many  of  the 
workers  of  those  days  have  passed  on  to  the  laud 
"whence  none  return." 

A  inong  later  workers,  asiile  from  those  already 
mentioned,  are  Mrs.  Amelia  D.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Adams,  Mrs.  M.  Preeman,  Mrs.  \.  Barker, 


Big  Fire  of  '64.— On  July  22,  1804,  there  wns 
a  great  conflagration.  This  was  the  mo.st  alarm 
ing  and  deslructive  of  our  tires;  almost  one-hall 
of  the  business  part  of  the  town  was  laid  in  ashes. 
A  severe  drouth  was  prevailing  at  the  time.  The 
Mexico  hotel,  Whitney  block,  Suell  block,  post- 
ofKce  and  twelve  other  buildings  were  destroyed. 
Everything  wa.s  burned  otl  on  the  south  side  of 
Main  street  from  Dr.  Snell's  residence  down  to 
Water  street,  and  idso  two  dwellings  on  East  Hill. 
The  tire  broke  out  about  3  p.  m.,  inSneU  i-  Hunt 
ingfou's  drug  store.  A  boy  was  drawing  some 
naptha,  which  accidentidJy  got  on  tire  and  spread 
with  most  alarming  ra])idity. 

The  following  were  the  suflerers;  Snell  A'  Hunt- 
ington, J.  J.  Parkhui'st,  J.  Y.  Smith,  L.  D.  Smith, 
Dr.  Huntington,  J.  Didier,  Stone  Ar  Tiiller,  J.  J. 
Lamoree,  Jas.  Bailey,  J.  J.  Jackson,  M.  Youngs, 
J.  N.  Holmes,  Whitney  \-  Skinner,  I).  W.  C. 
Peek,  Drake  \-  Mitchell,  J.  Blakeslee,  R.  A.  But- 
ler, Mrs.  Firth,  E.  Becklard,  J.  B.  Tavlor,  J.  B. 
Drigg.s,  J.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Cole,  N."  Herbert, 
Taylor   &   Barritt,    W.    Peulield,    C.  Tickner,  J. 


Uncstcil  IHioo,.  WOMAN'S  MISSIOXAKY  SOCIETV  I'KESDYTEKI.W  CHrKClI. 

Top  Uuw  — (left  to  rijjTlit)  Mrs.  Lawtiin,' Mrs.  Eniily  T\illcr  Mrs.  E.  .1.  Piirniclcc.  Mrs.  Hardy,  Mrs.  Byron 
.Miller.  Mrs.  ,1.  .M.  Smith,  Mis.  Willi.s  Titfanv,  Mrs.  Chailis  Evarts,  >hs.  H.  II.  Dolisnn,  .Mis.  Carrie  Iki  kiT,  Mis.  Geo. 
\V.  Stone.  .Midille  Kow-  .Mis.  G.  A.  Davis,  Miss  Marietta  ISyinuton.  Mrs,  N.  \V.  Woorlrull',  Mrs.  Holliilay,  Mrs.  Dr. 
(ii-een,  Mrs.  Emory,  .Mrs.  H.  Hiiinplireys,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Kiclianlson,  .Mrs.  E.  Gates,  Miss  ,\niia  Hard,  .Mrs.  Carl  Taylor. 
Lower  Kow— Miss  lallian  Hardy,  Miss  Lena  ,7.  Severance,  Mrs.  (ieo.  Matthews,  Mrs.  Dr.  Geo.  P,  .lohnson,  Mrs. .). 
Porter,  Mrs.  E.  I  Stone,  Mrs.  Ihirlin).fliam., 


Lowe.  .     .. 

Porter,  Mrs.  E 

Mrs.  L.  Bequillard,  Mrs.  Morehouse,  Mrs.  Wal- 
worth, Mrs.  M.  Collins,  Mrs.  J.  Hartson,  Mrs. 
Smith;  the  young  ladies  of  the  church;  Mrs.  B. 
F.  French  and  Mrs.  (i.  1).  Babcock,  the  latter 
being  very  successful  in  various  means  used  for 
earning  and  collecting  money. 

Jlr.  B.  F.  French,  who  died  in  December,  1901 , 
in  Utica,  served  as  committeeman  a  numl  er  of 
years  and  managed  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
church  witli  acknowledged  ability.  He  was  stic- 
ceeded  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Wing,  one  of  our  oldest 
churchmen.  Later  the  position  was  given  by  our 
revered  Bishop,  to  another  faithful,  zealous  mem- 
ber of  many  years'  standing,  Mr.  George  D. 
Babcock,  who  guides  afl'atrs  with  wisdom  and 
discretion  at  the  jiresent  time. 


Simons,  E.  D.  Goit,  F.  Goflf,  D.  Morse,  Humj.h- 
ries  \-  Scarritt,  H.  Webb,  S.  Clark,  A.  Thomas, 
H.  T.  Butler,  R.  Howard  and  others.  Entire  loss 
about  .$70,000.     Insurance  about  .$30,000. 

Earl  of  Selkirk's  Estate. — It  is  net  genertdly 
known  that  the  land  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon 
river  was  once  selected  for  an  estate  for  an  Eng- 
lish lord  who  intended  to  build  a  large  house  and 
establish  a  "seat"  in  the  wilds  of  America.  On 
Nov.  1(),  17!l(i,  three  miles  square  of  country  en- 
closing what  is  now  Selkirk  and  lying  north  of  the 
river,  was  bought  by  l\Irs.  Coldcn  in  trust  for 
Thomas  Runglass,  Earl  of  Selkirk.  It  was  from 
this  new  jiroprictor,  who  never  took  actual  jxis- 
session  of  the  jiroperty  that  the  present  locality 
obtained  its  name -Selkirk.  At  that  time  it  ky 
in  the  (own  of  Me.\ico. 
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KEV.  GEOKGE  HAVLESS. 

The  Presbyterian  Church.  —  [By  George 
(iiiodwinl — lu  the  early  years  of  the  las-t  century 
Mexieo  was  one  of  the  frontier  stations  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  land  was  covered  with  great  and  gloomy 
forests.  The  settlers  were  few  and  scattering, 
mostly  from  New  England  but  among  them  were 
persons  of  culture  and  ability.  They  were  poor 
and  it  required  constant  toil  and  hard  struggles  to 
gain  food  and  clothing.  Notwithstanding  their 
jiovcrty,  however,  they  were  fully  sen.'ilile  of  the 
advantages  of  churches  and  schools  and  theii'  first 
thought  was  to  secure  tlie  same  for  themselves 
and  their  children.  Such  was  the  social  condition 
liere  when  the  original  Presbyterian  society,  from 
which  the  present  village  church  is  a  l)ranch  or 
outgrowth,  was  formed.  It  wos  one  of  the  earliest 
planted  in  this  region. 
It  was  organized  Aug.  20, 
IHIO.  in  Shubal  Alfred's 
liara  in  this  village,  the 
Rev.  Simon  Waterman 
presiding  at  its  forjnation. 
Its  membership  was  at 
first  composed  entirely  of 
women,  as  follows; — Mrs. 
Shubal  Alfred,  Mrs.  Mary 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Matbews,  Mr.s.  Sarah 
Beebe,  Mrs  Eunice  Wil- 
liams, Mrs.  Mirian  South- 
worth  and  Mrs.  Hanuali 
Hosmer.  In  May,  IS  11, 
at  the  home  of  Shubal 
Alfred  a  more  thorough 
business  organization  was 
foriueil  to  have  charge 
of  its  temporal  affairs  and 
the  first  trustees  of  the 
church,  elected  at  this 
meeting  were  Peter  Pratt, 
Bai'nett  Whiisple,  Sher- 
man Hosmer,  Shubal  Al-       Dunn  lek.  Photo. 


fred  and  Calvin  Tiffany.  From  this  time  the  chm-ch 
had  a  very  successful  career  and  in  a  few  yeai's 
gained  a  large  membership.  It  embraced  terri- 
torially the  settlements  of  Parish,  Prattville, 
Texas,  Colosse  and  ^lesico  and  all  the  region 
about  these  ])laces.  The  Revs.  Israel  Brainard, 
Oliver  Leavitt  and  M.  Dunlap  were  among  the 
early  preachers.  The  Rev.  David  R.  Dixon  was 
its  efticient  pastor  from  1817  to  1«:33.  Ephraim 
Gates,  Daniel  Locke  and  Edmund  Wheeler  were 
the  first  elders. 

During  the  early  years  the  church  services  were 
held  at  different  points  in  barns,  dwellings,  gToves 
and  school  houses.  About  182.5  the  society  hav- 
ing become  strong  and  vigorous,  started  a  move- 
ment to  build  a  meetinghouse.  Then  it  was  found 
that  the  society  was  not  destined  to  i)eri)etual 
peace  and  prosperity.  Unhapjiy  differences  a'ose 
over  the  question  of  the  location  of  ihe  church  eili- 
fice.  Years  of  contention  followed  and  all  ettbrts  to 
effect  a  compromise  on  location  failed.  The  final 
result  was  the  erection  of  two  meeting  houses, 
one  on  Pratham  Hill  in  1829  and  the  other  in  this 
village  a  little  later.  The  Pratham  society  con- 
tinued uulil  about  1860  when  it  disbanded.  The 
village  church  in  one  sense  an  ott'ihoot  of  the 
society  previously  defcribed,  was  orgMuized  May 
.5,  1829  and  in.stituted  by  Revs.  OUvei-Ayre,  Raljih 
Robinson  and  Oliver  Leavitt,  a  commit'ee 
ajipointed  by  the  Oswego  Presbytery  Feb.  24, 
1830,  as  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Mexico- 
ville.  The  membershii)  at  first  consisted  of  the 
following  persons  Shubal  and  Lucinda  Alfred, 
Nathaniel  and  Lucinda  Butler,  Isaac  and  Iivdia 
Stone,  Anson  and  Eliza  Gustin,  Samuel  and  Caro- 
line Wilson,  Alexander  and  Mary  McNitt,  Edmund 
Levi,  Lucy,  Mary  and  Lavina  Mathews,  Sally  and 
Louisa  Davis,  CliU'k  and  Abigail  Beebe,  .Tallin and 
Melinda  Wood,  Asa  Allen,  Catherine  Wheeler, 
Laura  Goit,  Sal'y  Ames,  Nancy  Lord,  Sophia 
Taft,  Fanny  Wood  and  Eunice  Killani. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  the  church 
successivelv : — Revs.  Ralph  Robinson, Oliver  Ayer, 
Alfred  White,  J.  A.  Hart,  Charles  Bowles,  D.  R. 
Dixon,  Wm.  Blodgett,  .Tohn  Eastman,  .Tosiah 
Lecmard.  Russel  Whiting,  Daniel  Van  Valkenburg, 
Heujy  Parker.  Thomas  A.  Weed,  .Tames  P.  Strat- 
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ton,  John  Q  Ad-.ims.  John  U.  Lewis  and  Gcor<;e 
Bayk'ss.  The  Kev.  Thoinas  A.  Weed  niiuisteivd 
ti)  this  society  aboiit  2:5  y(>:u-.s  and  the  Kev.  (ieo. 
Bayl<!s.s  was  its  pastor  for  the  same  number  of 
years. 

In  1858  the  church  edifice  was  enlarged  and 
entirely  remodeled  giving  it  a  more  modern  ap- 
l)earauce,  and  it  was  again  extensively  repaired  in 
187'.t.  Tlie  parsonige  was  also  remodeled  and  en- 
larged a  few   vears  since. 

The  following  is  the  present  board  of  tnistees:— 
Charles  AV.  Radwav.  .lames  B.  Driggs,  Geo.  W. 
Stone,  Edward  T.  fstone,  Willis  E.  Titlany,  Klisha 
W.  (iates,  Asa  L.  Sampson,  (lanlcner  S.  Tullar 
and  Earl  S.  Tavlor.  Uoderick  A.  Orvis  is  sajier- 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  Many  prosper- 
ous men  and  devoted  women  have  gone  forth  from 
this  organization.  Its  good  influence  has  been  far- 
reaching.  Its  '-lines  have  gone  into  all  the  earth 
and  its  words  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

Judges,  Court  ot  Appeals,  -  Those  who  have 
honored  the  Court  of  A])peals  bench  of  this  state; 
Freeborn  (i.  Jewett,  ( )nondaga county ;  Greene  C. 
Bronson,  New  York;  Charles  H.  Buggies,  Dutch 
ess;  Addison  Gardner,    Blonroe,    elected  June  7, 
1847;  Samuel  A.   Foote,  Ontario,  appomted  vice 
Brouson,  resigned,  April  11,  1851;  Alex.  S.  John- 
son, Oneida,  elected  Nov.  4,  1851;  Hiram  Denio, 
Oneida,  appointed  vice  Jewett,  resigned— elected 
June  '2^^,  1SJ3,  for  balance  of  term,  re-elected  1857; 
George    F.    Comstock,    Onondaga,    elected   vice 
Buggies,  resigned,  Nov.  0,  1855;  Samuel   L.   Sel- 
den,    Monroe,    elected   Nov.    6,    18.55;  Henry  E. 
Davies.  New  York,  elected  Nov.  8.  1858;  William 
B.  Wright,  Sullivan,  elected  Nov.  5,  18(;i;  Henry 
K.  Selden,  Monroe,  ai)p.    vice   S.    L.    Selden,  re- 
ssgned,  July  1,  18(52— elected  Nov.  :i,  18(i:^;  .lohu 
K.  I'orter,  Albany,  tipp     vice    H.  B    Selden,  re- 
signed, Jan.  2,  ]8()5— elected  Nov.  7,  18(i5;  Ward 
Hunt,  Oneida,  elected  No.  7,  18i;5:  Martin  Grover, 
Alleghany,  elected  Nov.  5,  18()7;  Lewis  B.  Wood- 
rulV,  New  York,  app.   vice   Porter,   resigned,  Jan. 
4,    18fi8:     Charles    Ma.son,     Madison,     app.     vice 
Wright,    deceased,    Jan  20,    18(;S;    Bobert    Earl, 
Herkimer,  elected  Nov.    2,    ]H()H— Chief  Justice, 
Jan.  25,  1892;  John  A.  Lott,  Kings,  elected  Nov. 
2,  18t;".l.     Under  the  Constitution  of  18(;il,  the  fol- 
lowing  have   been    Ciinci'  Justices;    Sanford  E. 
Church,    Orleans,    May    17,    1870;  Chas.  J.  Fol- 
ger,  app.  vice  Church,  deceased.  May  20,  1880 — 
elected  Nov.  2,  1880;  (Miarles.Xndrews,  Onondaga, 
app.  vice  Folger,  resigned,   Nov.   10,    1881 — Nov. 
7,  18112;  Wm.  C.  Buger,  Onondaga,  Nov.  7,  1882; 
Alton  B.   Parker,   Ulster,   Nov.   2,  1807.     Associ- 
ates; William  F.  .\llen.  Oswego,    Martin  (irover, 
.\lleghany,  Bufus  W.    Peckham,  .\lbany,  Charles 
J.  Folger,  Ontario,  Charles  .\.  Itapdlo,  New  York, 
and  Charles  Andrews,   Onondaga,    May   17,  1870; 
Alex.   S.  Joljn.'-on,  Oneida,  app.    vice    Peckha'ii, 
deceased,  Dec.  20,  187:!;  Theodore  Miller,  Colum- 
bia, Nov.  :i,    1874;  Bobert  i'.arl,   Herkimer,  a))|). 
vice  Grover,  deceased,  Nov.  5,  1H75  — eh'<'t(>d  Nov. 
7,  187fi— re-elected  Nov.  4,   18i),1;  Samuel    Hand, 
Albany,  ai)p.  vice  Allen,  decea.sed.  June  10,  1878; 
George  F.  Danforth,  INIonroe,  Nov.  5,  1878;  Fran- 
cis JNI.  Finch,  Tompkins,  app.  vice   Folger  chosen 
chief  judge,  May  2.5,   1 880— elected  Nov.  8,  18S1; 
Benjamin   F.  Tracv,    Kings,  app.  vice  Andrews, 
chosen  (-hief  judge,"  L»ee.  8,  IMHl;  Bufus  W.  Peck- 
ham,  .Vlbany,  Nov.  2.,  lH8f);  John  Clinton  Gray, 
New  York,  app.  vice  Bapallo,  decea.sed,  Jan.  25, 


188H— elected  full  term,  Nov.  1888;  Denis  O'Brien, 
JetVerson,  Nov.  5.  1880;  Isaac  H.  Maynard,  Dela- 
ware, app.  vice  Earl  chosen  chief  judge,  Jan.  20, 
1S02;  i;dward  T.  Bartlett.  New  York,  Nov.  7, 
lKO:i;  Albert  Haight.  Erie,  Nov.   (>.  1804. 

Present  Court  of  Ajj^eals  {(ermsexpii-e)— Chikf: 
Alton  B.  Parker,  Ulster,  Dec.  :^1,  1911.  Associ- 
.vrEs;  John  Clinton  Gray,  New  York,  Dec.  ;^1, 
10()2-  Denis  O'Brien,  Jeti'erfion,  Dec.  :M,  10(K; 
E.lward  T.  Bartlett,  New  York,  Dec.  :!1,  1908; 
Albert  Haight,  Erie,  Dec.  :il,  1009;  Celora  E. 
Martin,  Broome,  Dec.  :il,  1909;  Irving  G.  Aann, 
Onondaga,  app.  vice  Peckham  resigned,  Dec.  :51, 
1910. 

Heiffht  of  Principal  Summits  in  the  state.— 
Mount  Marcey,  Esse.\  Co.,  5,4<i7;  Dix  Peak,  Es- 
sex Co.,  5,200;  Mount  Mclutyre,  Essex  Co.,  5,18:i; 
Mount  McMartin,  Essex  Co.,  5,000;  Mount  San- 
danoiii,  Essex  Co.,  5,000;  Mount  Nippletop,  Es- 
.sex  Co.,  4,000;  Mount  Whiteface,  Essex  t'o.,  4,- 
900;  Mount  Pharaoh,  Essex  Co.,  4,.500;  :Moiint 
Tailor,  Hamilton  ('o.,  4,500;  Mount  Seward, 
Franklin  Co.,  5,100;  Mount  Emmons,  Hamilton 
Co  4,0  )0;  Mount  Grain, Warren  Co.,  :i,000;  B.piind 
Top,  (ireene  Co.,  ;!,804;  High  Peak,  Greene  Co., 
:^  718;  Pine  OrchHrd,  (ireene  Co.,  :>,000;  Mount 
Pisgaii,  Delaware  Co  ,  :3,400;  Boekland  Mount, 
Sulhva'u  Co.,  2,400;  Bipley  Hill,  Onondaga  Co., 
1  9«-  Walnut  Hill,  Sullivan  Co.,  1,980;  Mounl 
Toppiu,  Cortland  Co..  1,700;  Pompey  Hill,  On- 
ondaga Co.,  1,74:!;  Beacon  Hill,  Dutclu'ss  (^o., 
l,(iS5;  Old  Beacon,  Putnam  Co.,  1,471.  Bull  Hill. 
Putnam  Co.,  1,580;  Anthony's  Nose,  I'utnam  Co.. 
1,228;  Butter  Hill,  Orange  Co.,  1,.529;  Crow'« 
Nest,  Orange  Co.,  1,418;  Bear  Mount,  Oiange 
Co.,  l,:«i. 

First  Town  Board.— When  Mexico  was  origin- 
ally organized  as  a  town  the  law  provided  that  the 
first  town  meeting  should  be  held  at  the  house  of 
Benjamin  Morehouse,  near  the  present  village  of 
Jamesville;  but  no  town  municipality  was  eti'ected. 
When  the  town  was  re-organi/.ed  in  1790  it  was 
provide.l  that  the  meeting  should  be  at  John 
Meyer's,  Botterdam.  .\  year  jMussed  without  or- 
ganization, then  Sanford  Chirk,  Michael  Meyers 
aud  Eleazer  Mosely,  justices  for  Herkimer  county 
made  the  following  appointmeut.s  that  the  west 
end  of  the  big  town  might  go  on  and  a.ssist  in  ef- 
fecting public  conveniences:  Oliver  Stevems,  town 
clerk;  Amos  Mathews,  Soloman  Waring  and  Luke 
:\lason  as.sessors:  Elijah  Cartter  and  Messrs. 
Mathews  aud  Waring,  constables;  Mr.  Waring, 
collector. 

First  Town  Meeting  was  held  April  :5,  1798 
at  which  .Inliu  Meyer  was  elected  supervisor; 
Benjamin  Wright  town  clerk;  John  Bloomfield, 
.\mos  Mathews,  Benjamin  Gilbert  aud  Luke 
Ma.son  overseers  of  the'i)""'':  Samuel  Waring  col- 
lector; John  Bloomfield,  Samuel  Jarvi-s,  Beuben 
Hamilton  highway  commissioners;  Jared  Shepard, 
\mos  Mathews,  Aar<ui  Yan  Yalkeiiburgh  eon- 
stables;  Amos  Mathew.s,  Henry  Fall  fence  viewers; 
John  Meyer,  Samuel  Boyce,  Beiijamin  A\  right 
school  commissioners. 

The  second  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Luke  Mason  and  the  third  at  Benjamin  Winch's, 
Port  Ontario;  then  the  next  at  Phineas  Davis  in 
;\Iexico  village.  ^     ^  i   ■ 

Several  town  meetings  were  held  at  Calvin 
TilVany's  house  a  mile  east  of  the  village. 
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HEV.  AKTUIK  D.  liEKUV. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Berry,  youngest  son  of  John  ami 
LoTiiiia  Berry,  was  born  in  Mexieo,  Aug.  7,  1872. 
After  completing  ii  course  in  Mexico  Academy,  be 
entered  Syracuse  University  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  l.'^D.j.  He  belonged  to  the  Delta  Upsilon 
Fraternity  and  was  editor  of  the  University  Herald 
for  one  year. 

In  the  fall  of  '9.5  he  entered  Drew  Theological 
Seminary  in  Madison,  N.  J.  In  his  senior  year 
he  won  the  fellowship  prize.  He  then  took  a  year 
of  jiost  graduate  work  in  Drew  Seminary  and  the 
University  of  New  York.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  l.S!l,S  and  served  three  years  and  four 
mouths  as  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  Maplewood,  N.  J.  Very  early  in  life  Mr. 
Berry  expressed  the  conviction  that  he  was  called 
to  the  Mission  Work  and  it  was  with  that  end  in 
view  thai  he  prepared  himself  for  the  ministry. 
The  fulfilment  of  his  desire  came  last  spring  when 
Bishop  Moore  of  the  ]\lethodist  Episcopal  church 
appointed  him  to  the  South  Japan  Mission  with 
headquarters  at  Fukuoka,  Japan. 

The  Railroads  of  the  County.  —  The  Os- 
wego it  Utica  Railroad  Company  was  chartered, 
May  13,  1836,  but  it  did  nothing  for  several  years. 
Ou  April  2J,  1839,  the  Oswego  &  Syracuse  RR. 
Co.  was  incorporated,  the  road  being  completed 
in  October,  1818.  The  Rome  &  Watertown  Rail- 
road Comjiany  was  chartered  in  1832.  Work  was 
begun  at  Rome  in  November,  1818,  and  in  May, 
18.51,  the  road  was  constructed  as  far  as  Pierre- 
pont  Manor.  The  Oswego  &  Rome  Railroad 
Company  const  rncted  a  road  from  Oswego  to 
Richland  station  via  Pulaski  and  Mexico  in  the 
fall  of  18i')5.  The  Oswego  Midland  Railroad  Co. 
w  is  incorporated  Jan.  11.  186tl.  The  road,  ex- 
tending from  Oswego  to  .Jersey  City,  a  distance 
ol  325  miles,  was  completed  in  1872.  It  is  now 
known  as  the  New  York,  Ontario  A:  Western  rail- 
road. The  Syracuse  Northern  Railroad  Company 
was  chartered  in  1870  and  on  the  18th  of  May  in 
the  same  year  construction  was  begun.     The  road 


was  opened,  Nov.  9,  1871.  It  is  now  a  part  of  the 
Rome,  Watertown  &  Ogdensburg  system,  leased 
by  the  New  I'ork  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad 
Company,  and  extends  from  Syracuse  to  Pulaski, 
where  it  connects  with  the  Oswego  and  jVfexico 
branch  of  the  same  system.  The  Lake  Ontario 
Shore  railroad,  also  a  partof  that  system,  was  con- 
structed in  1871,  connecting  Oswego  with  Lewis 
ton  on  the  Niagara  river.  A  branch  road  extending 
from  Woodard,a  station  on  the  Syracuse  Northern 
railroad  to  Fulton  and  there  connecting  with  the 
Xew  York,  Ontario  and  Western  railroad,  gives  the 
New  York  Central  entrance  to  Oswego  direct  from 
Syracuse.  The  R.  W.  <t  O.  svstem  was  leised  to 
the  New  York  Central  iu  March,  1891. 

Stebbins  Roderick  Orvis  was  born  in  Mex- 
ico, :\Iay  K),  1822  and  was  married  to  Mary  Jane 
Allen  on  Dec.  17,  1846.  Six  children  were  born  to 
this  uaion  of  whom  four  survive,  Frederick  A. 
Orvis  of  Mexico,  Charles  Sumner  Orvis  of  Hamil- 
ton, ^Irs.  F.  W.  Rosebrooke  of  Hoosick  Falls  and 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Fradenburgh  of  Altmar.  Mr.  Orvis,  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  moved  to  this  village  about 
33  years  ago  and  many  well  built  houses  stand  as 
a  monument  to  his  conscientious  work.  Mr.  Orvis 
was  especially  noted  for  having  an  unusually 
clear,  sweet  strong  bell-like  tenor  voice  and  he 
conducted  a  choir  in  church  for  fifty  years.  He 
was  well  known  in  neighboring  towns  as  a  singing 
teacher.  He  died  after  a  long  iUness  on  Ai)ril  22, 
1890  leaving  behind  him  a  reputation  for  purity 
of  character,  and  of  strict  integrity  which  had 
gained  for  him  the  highest  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  Hved.  His  wife  a  lady  noted 
for  her  wit,  warm  heart  and  social  qualities  sur- 
vives him.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  a  loyal  friend  and  a  cheerful  companion. 

Officers  in  the  Rebellion  from  Mexico  in- 
cluded Brigadier-General  txiles  A.  Smith;  Major- 
General  Morgan  L.  Smith;  Capt.  E.  L.  Hunting- 
ton; C-apt.  John  Sawyer;  Capt.  Cyrus  V.  Hartson; 
Cant.  Nelson  Ames;  t^apt.  Samuel  Nichols;  Capt. 
J.  D.  Steele;  Lieut.  Edson  D.  Goit;  Lieut.  Mar- 
slia'l  Rundell;  Lieut.  George  Barse;  Surgeon  Al- 
len Huntington;  Surgeon  T.  .J.  Cireen. 


Borrowed  Photos. 

MRS.  E.  A.  ORVIS. 


R.  A.  ORVIS. 


4i 


'GRIP'S"  HISTORICAL  SOUVENIR  OF  MEXICO. 


Woman's     Foreijs^n     Missionary     Society 

of  the  M.  E.  Chuivli.-Oii  Nov.  2.  ISTl,  Mrs.  Dr. 
Will.  Butler  of  Boston,  a  returned  niissionwy 
from  India,  and  Mrs  Foot  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  came 
to  this  vilhiKe,  held  a  meeting  and  organized  a  W. 
F.  M.  S.,  the  first  missionary  society  for  women  in 
the  town.  Mrs.  Butler  with  her  husband  went  to 
India  in  1S.")(;,  was  there  during  tlie  Sepoy  rehel- 
lion  and  estiiHlislied  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  mis- 
sion in  North  India.  Wliile  ill  India. slu'  was  brought 
very  close  to  the  needs  of  the  women  of  that 
country,  and  was  well  prejiared  to  rehite  to  the 
women  of  the  home  land  the  hardships  and  deg- 
redation  of  our  heathen  sisters.  The  object  of 
this  society  is  to  aid  in  interesting  christian 
women  in  the  evangelization  of  heathen  women. 
Any  person  paying  two  cents  a  week  or  one  dollar 
per  year  may  become  a  memlier,  and  any  ])er8oii 
contributing  twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  be  a 
life  member.  As  a  result  of  this  meeting  twenty- 
two  women  gave  their  names  to  this  society.  The 
following  were   the   charter   members:  ]\Iis.    ])r. 


Griffith:  treasurer,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Peck;  jjapt  i 
agent,  Miss  Florence  Morehou.se.  Those  who 
have  acted  in  the  cajiacity  of  president  are  as  fol- 
lows: Mrs.  Rundell  in  '7'2,  Mrs.  Ball  in  '73.  Mrs. 
Hewitt  in  '74,  Mrs.  Skinner  in  '75,  Mrs.  Mains  in 
'7(1,  Mrs.  Rundell  in  '77,  Mrs.  York  in  '7H,  Mrs, 
Peck  in  '79,  '80,  '81,  Mrs.  'Washburn  in  '82.  In 
18S:{  Mrs.  Rundell  was  elected  jiresident  for  life 
and  held  the  ])osition  acceptably  for  IH  vears.  Mrs. 
Peck  was  called  to  the  office  iii  ISSlD.'Mrs.  J.  H. 
Mvers  in  lS!)7aud  'itS.  Mr<.  I..  J',.  Col)b  in  18!l'.», 
lObll  to  '02,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Smith  in  1902  and  '03. 

Nine  women  have  become  life  members,  viz: 
Mrs.  Van  Du  Zee,  Mrs.  S.  ( )rvis,  Mrs.  H.  Run- 
dell, Mrs.  1).  H.  Austin.  Mrs.  R.  L.  Nelson,  Mrs. 
S.  Parkhurst,  Mrs.  H.  Smith,  Mrs.  Mattie  E. 
Baker. 

Nearly  thirty -two  years,  with  very  few  e.Kceji- 
tions,  the  meetings  have  been  held  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  the  month.  For  a  number  of  years 
about  as  much  money  was  aiiprojiriated  for  home 
(such  as  local  and  frontier  work)  as  for  the  foreign 
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1,  MissM.MltclK-ll.  2.  Mrs.  K.  Diull,:),  Mrs.  F.  Miinson,  4,  Mrs.  W.  Miller.  5,  Mrs.  N.  I'atU-n,  Tliinl  Vici--l'ii'siilciil; 
li.  Mrs  D.Spicer,  V,  Mrs.  K.  HiilllBter,  s.  Mrs.  ().  Wc^lih.  First  Vic.'  I'rc'siiliTil:  li,  .Mrs.  Liinystrcet,  Id,  .Mrs,  .1.  Uerr.v,  II, 
.Mr^.  F.  Oook,  Socrutarv:  1:^  Mrs.  [).  Holnu-s,  i:!.  Mrs.  T.  W.  Skinner  It.  .Mrs.  .'<.  O.vner,  !.">,  Mrs.  E.  Mcnlnr.  Hi.  Mrs,  M. 
linker,  IT,  Mrs.  L.  Sand'luivel,  is,  Mrs,  F..  Smith,  I'lisiiienl;  111,  .Mrs.  W.  A.  Uobbins,  Treasurer;  M,  Mrs.  M.  I).  Sill,  u'l, 
Mrs.  A.  I'lck,  -'-.',  Mrs.  I'.  Miirjfiiii,  3t,  Mrs.  1!.  Hi  inintrl<in.  -4,  ,Mis.  II.  Ttarton,  xTi,  Mrs.  .1.  .ktlreys,  -Mi,  Mrs.  II.  Hull, 
Second  Vice-I'icsident;  :iT,  .Mrs.  1).  Aiisiiii,  t'orrespumlin}!:  .Sciriliiry;  -'S,  Mrs.  G.  Iliirdick,  a>,  Mrs.  H.  Adams,  '.M). 
Mrs.  Drown. 

Harriot  Rundell,    Mrs.    ('.    B.    'J'hi>mp.soii,   :\Iis. 
Harriet  N.  Davis,  Mrs.  Sophia  Ijaiuliie.  Mrs.  Sim- 


con  Parkhurst,  :\Irs.  Celestia  Ball,  Mr-'.  Harriet 
Smith,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Barber,  Mrs.  Almira  Bal- 
lard, Mrs.  James  Brown,  Miss  Florence  More- 
liouse,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Nelson,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Grillith, 
Mrs.  I\I.  A.  Peek,  Mrs.  Van  Du  Zee,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Barton,  Mrs.  .1.  W.  Tiawton,  Mrs.  .\rteme.sia  Men- 
ter,  .Mrs.  ('.  IMains,  Mrs.  S.  Tullar,  .Mrs.  K.  Drake, 
Mrs.  (Rev.)  W.  K.  Cobb.  The  first  thirteen 
named  have  responded  to  the  Master's  call.  Si.\ 
of  the  remaining  number  reside  in  other  jilaces. 
Three  only  remain  in  the  society,  viz:  ;\Irs.  Peck, 
Mrs.  Barton  and  Mrs.  Menter. 

The  first  officers  were  a,s  follows:  President, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Harriet  Rundell;  vice  jiresident,  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Cobb;  corresjiondiug  .secretarv,  Mrs.  C. 
B.    Thomi)son;   recording   secretary,    Mrs.   C.  L. 


field.  .\liou(  .'$4,000  in  mcJiicy  and  supplies  lias 
been  given  to  both  objects.  More  than  two  hun- 
dred names  have  been  enrolled  on  the  secretaries' 
books  since  November,  1871.  Up  to  date,  March, 
1908,  fifty  of  this  number  have  died.  -At  present 
there  are  f(n'ty-eiglit  nu'mbers.  'J  he  tirst  s]ieci.'il 
work  which  the  .sociity  took  up  was  the  education 
of  ati  or))han  girl  in  India,  named  Myra  Ostium 
Shick,  for  one  of  the  Sunday  school  tiMcht  rs.  .\t 
present  two  orphans  in  India  are  being  cared  lor 
by  the  annual  payment  of  .'J20,  each  one  of  whom 
bears  the  name  of  Charloltc  Mains;  also  .'J25  is 
contributed  annually  towards  the  salary  of  a  Bible 
Reader  named  Margaret  Augusta  Peck.  Occas- 
ionally letters  are  received  from  these  jiersons. 
The  success  of  this  society  is  largely  due  to  the 
deej)  interest  which  the  late  Mrs.  Cieorge  (ioodier 
(the  first  conference   tecretary    of  Northern  New 
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U.  FKANKLIX  SMITH.  M.  1). 

York)  and  Miss  Kosetta  Coit  took  in  missionary 
work.  There  is  a  special  interest  now  as  we  have 
the  honor  of  being  associated  with  Rev.  Arthur 
D.  Berry  of  Japan,  a  son  of  one  of  the  honored 
memliers  of  the  society. 

Dr.  G.  Franklin  Smith  was  born  in  Mexico, 
Oct.  4,  bS(i7.  J)aniel  T.  Smith,  his  grandfather, 
came  from  New  Hampshire  <luring  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  last  century  and  located  m  what  is  now 
Eichland,  which  was  then  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Mexico.  Ezra  G.  Smith,  his  father,  was  born  on 
that  place  and  is  still  living  there.  He  married 
the  daughter  of  Hiram  Benedict,  a  well  known 
preacher  in  that  section  several  .years  ago.  Dr. 
Smith  was  educated  in  tiie  Mexico  Academy  and 
was  graduated  tliere  in 
LS88.  The  next  year  he 
attended  the  Genesee 
Wesleyan  seminar_y  at 
Lima,  N.Y.  Deciding  to 
adopt  tlie  profession  of 
medicine  he  first  took  a 
course  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons 
at  Keokuk,  la.,  and  in 
1894  was  a  student  in  the 
Baltimore  Medical  col- 
lege, where  he  obtained 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  Dr. 
Smith  begun  practice  at 
Yermillinu,  N.  Y.,  1894, 
and  after  a  short  time 
there  jiracticed  at  Fern- 
wood,  in  19(ri  he  located 
in  this  village  where  his 
practice  has  steadily 
grown.  Diariug  the  pre- 
sent year  he  bought  the 
Bun-ows  residence  on 
North  Jeft'erson  street 
and     made    several    im- 


provements, fitting  it  up  in  modern  style  so  that 
it  makes  him  a  pleasant  home  with  a  commodius 
and  centrally  located  oflice.  Dr.  Smith  held  the 
iipiiointment  of  medical  examiner  for  several  in- 
surance companies  including  the  New  Yoik 
Mutual,  the  Manhattan,  the  Connecticut  (ieneral, 
the  Canada  Life  and  the  K.  ().  T.  M.  He  is  also 
examiner  in  lunacy.  On  May  8,  1895,  he  married 
Lida  May,  the  daughter  of  A.  E.  Eaymond  of  tlie 
town  of  New  Haven,  and  the.y  have  one  child, 
Jesse  Carlyle.  The  doctor  is  one  of  the  active 
members  of  the  Oswego  County  Medical  Society 
and  several  of  the  fraternal  organizations. 

Lakes  of  New  York  State. — Height  above 
tide.— Avalanche.  Essex  Co..  2,900  ft.;  Coldeu, 
Essex  Co. ,  2,8jl;  Henderson,  Essex  Co.,  1,936; 
Sanford,  Essex  Co  ,  1,826;  Eckford,  Hamilton  Co., 
1,791;  Fulton  Chain  (Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth 
Lakes),  Hamilton  Co.,  1,776;  Racket,  Hamilton 
Co.,  1,745;  Fork-ed,  Hamilton  Co.,  1,704;  New- 
comb,  Essex  Co.,  1,698;  Cattaraugus,  Catiaraugus 
t"o.,  1,665;  Fulton  Chain  (Thiid,  Fourth  and 
Fifth  Lakes),  Herkimer  Co.,  1,(!45;  Long,  Her- 
kimer Co.,  l,r)75;  Cranberry,  St.  Lawrence  Co., 
1,570;  Upper  Sarauac,  Franklin  Co.,  1,567;  Tup- 
pers,  Franklin  Co.,  1,545;  Rich,  Essex  Co.,  1,545, 
Lower  Saranac,  Franklin  Co.,  1,527;  Pleasant, 
Hamilton  Co.,  1,500;  Chautauqua,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  1,291;  Tully,  Onondaga  Co.,  1,200;  Schuy- 
ler, Otsego  Co., "1,200;  Otsego,  Otsego  Co.,  1,193; 
Cazenovia,  Madison  Co.,  900;  Skaneateles,  Onon- 
daga Co.,  860;  Crooked,  I'ates  Co.,  718;  Owasco, 
Cayuga  Co.,  670;  Canandaigiia,  Ontario  Co.,  668; 
Seneca,  447;  Ca.vuga,  387;  Oneida,  369;  Onon- 
daga 361;  Ontario,  232;  Champlain,  93. 

Historic  Earthworks  in  Mexico. — .All  about 
the  east  end  of  Lake  (Ontario  and  along  its  south 
shore  there  were  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury traces  of  old  forts,  earth  works  and  redoubts. 
These  were  found  in  great  number  north  of  the 
Salmon  River  and  were  also  strewn  along  the 
Oswego  river,  and  in  the  towns  of  Granby  and 
New  Ha\en  were  quite  numerous. 
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THE  MEXICO  BAND. 
ht)   Warren  Buck.    Ward    Walton,    Li_-u   Houf^hton,   GfOrj^i.- 
Burdick,  Jesse  Lawton.    Middle  Row— W.  H.  Pentield,  \Varren  Gardner,  Bert  Buck, 
t'has.  Sternburg',  Oliver  B.  .Mowry.    Lower  Kow— J.  J.  Cobb,  F.  L.  Hoose,  Glen  Buck, 
F.  A.  Thomas,  Wm.  Buck,  M.  Fellows,  .Uilius  Ferney. 
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Borrowed  Cut. 

EDWIN   L.   lirNTINUTDN. 

Edwin  L.  Huntington  w.is  boru  in  Moxico, 
X.  Y.,  .hily  s,  ]s:!l>,  being  tlie  I'omth  child  of  a 
family  of  eight.  His  lather  came  to  Mexico  iu 
]H2f).  Mr.  Huntington  finished  hi.s  studies  at 
Mexico  Academy  in  18.56  and  for  the  next  few 
years  he  lived  in  the  west.  In  18{il,  when  the 
tidings  of  the  assault  on  Sumter  tlew  over  the 
country,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  leave  his  busi- 
ness and  his  home.  Waiting  for  no  hounties  he 
volunteered  as  a  iirivute  soldier  and  went  w.th  the 
first  regiment  which  left  the  county.  He  enli.--ted 
in  Capt.  Payne's  t'o.  B.,  24th  N.  Y.  Infantry.  Ho 
took  part  iu  fifteen  diB'erent  engagements  and  at 
Ohancellorsville  he  was  the  only  private  in  Co.  B. 
that  escaped  injury.  He  was  wounded  at  Freder- 
icksburg and  honorably  discharged  and  mustered 
out  May  21>,  ISIIll  Mr. 
Huntington  re-enlisted 
iu  ISdli  as  2d  Lieutenant 
in  C!ai)t.  Frank  Sinclair '.s 
Battery  L.,  9th  N.  Y. 
Artillery,  for  three  yinrs 
and  was  promoted  as  Cap- 
tain, July  ('),  lSlir>.  He 
wa?  again  slightly  wound- 
ed at  Cedar  Creek  ami 
wa.s  honorablv  discharged 
Sei>t.  29,  18(!5.  Coming 
home  again  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  busi- 
ness for  a  nundicr  of 
years.  Inl880,Mr.  Hunt- 
ington was  unanimously 
nominated  at  the  rc]iMl) 
lican  Counfy  Convention 
as  .sheritV  on  the  first 
ballot  and  wa-s  elcctcil 
by  an  unusually  large 
majority.  In  189-t  he 
was  elected  snjx-rvi.sor  of       r)iinwick.  I'll  >io. 


the  town  of  Mexico  and  has  held  that  office  since 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tax  ])ayers.  For  a  num- 
ber years  he  was  commander  of  Melzar  Eichards 
I'ost,  G.  A.  11.,  No.  :i(i7,  and  was  very  active  in 
the  raising  of  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  soldiers' 
monument.  He  has  always  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  villnge  im])rovements  and  to  his  means 
and  energy  the  pcoi)l<'  are  indebted  for  the  Mexi- 
eo  electric  lighting  system.  In  18(i.S  Mr.  Hunt- 
ington was  married  to  Florence  A.  Allen  and  they 
have  two  children.  Mrs.  ("linton  K.  .\verv  of 
Mexico,  N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  J;,  (i.  Pulsifer,  of  I)e 
Ruyter,  N.  Y.  His  wife  died  in  1S8S,  and  in  1891 
he  married  Miss  Marv  A.  Tourdot.  Mr.  Huutine- 
lon  has  held  many  ]iof:itiuus  of  trui-t  and  always 
filled  them  with  lionor.  Keliable  in  his  pledges, 
true  to  hi-,  friends,  he  possesses  independence  of 
character  to  do  what  he  thinks  to  V)e  right.  In 
whatever  position  he  has  been  placed,  the  public 
has  always  evinced  entire  confidence  iu  his  ability 
and  integrity. 

Pioneer  Lost  in  Mexico. — The  perils  braved 
by  the  early  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Mexico  were 
many.  ( )liver  Stevens,  living  at  Fort  Brewerton 
in  1792,  started  one  morning  ni  the  spring  of  that 
year  to  attend  a  town  meeling  for  the  town  of 
Mexico  which  was  to  hav(>  been  held  in  a  house 
<m  Scriba's  road  near  the  present  vdlage  of  Mex- 
ico. Instead  of  taking  the  usual  course — follow- 
ing the  beaten  path  by  the  way  of  the  river  or 
going  east  to  Scri!)a's  road  by  the  lake  shore,  he 
struck  boldly  into  the  woods  headed  north  carry- 
ing his  gun  and  a  lunch  for  mid-day.  .\lonj  late 
in  the  afternoon  he  was  beset  by  wolves.  They 
were  not  bold  but  were  persistent,  driven  forth 
by  hunger  after  a  long  winter,  and  followed  him 
doggedly.  Finally  oue  got  uncomfort:d)ly  close 
anil  he  shot  it.  After  dragging  the  carcass  sotne 
distance  he  built  a  fire  and  removed  the  pelt. 
Here  he  liivoUiK^ked  aU  night,  keeping  awake  with 
great  effort  by  walking  round  and  round  the  fire 
and  suft'ering  considerably  from  cold.  .\t  day- 
light he  turned,  as  he  supjio.sed,  toward  home. 
But  all  of  that  day  he  wandered  in  the  woods, 
again  a  second  night  intending    to   keep   vigilant 
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wateh  for  fear  that  if  he  slej)t  he  would  be  attacked 
by  the  wolves.  But  nature  rebelled  and  he  at 
last  fell  asleep,  but  awoke  at  daylight  consider- 
ably refreshed.  In  a  few  hours,  alter  wandering 
aimlessly,  he  reached  the  fort  at  Oswego,  where 
he  re.sted  that  day  and  night  and  returned  home 
the  next.  The  wolf  pelt  proved  his  claim  to  the 
bounty  of  S-tO,  besides  l)eine:  of  considerable  value 
in  it.self. 

The  First  Road  and  Stage  Coach  in  Central 
New  York  arc  thus  described  in  documentary  his- 
tory of  New  York  "by  a  gentleman  to  a  friend": 
"To  remedy  this  inconvenience  as  to  roads,  the 
legislature  of  the  state  had,  by  an  act  passed  in 
the  session  of  1797  taken  the  road  from  Fort 
Schuyler  [now  Kome]  to  Geneva  under  their  pat- 
ronage" [gi-antiug  a  lottery],  The  inhabitants  of 
the  coTintry  through  which  the  road  ])  .ssed  sub- 
scribed four  thousand  days  of  work,  "which  they 
|)erformed   with  tidelity  and  cheerfulness. "     This 


Wemps'  in  Oneida  Eeservatiou,  [Castle],  6;  Sill's, 
at  the  Dee])  Spring,  [Chittenango],  11;  Keeler's, 
Junior,  12:  Tyler's,  Onondaga  Hollow,  10;  Rice's, 
Nine  Mile  Creek,  10;  Cayuga  Ferry,  [Cayuga 
Bridge],  20;  Powell's  Hotel,  Geneva,  13. 

The  First  Missionary  in  the  town  of  Mexico 
was  the  liev.  .Tohn  Taylor  who  came  here  in  1802 
as  "a  missionary"  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  A 
native  of  Westtield,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  1784  who  had  settleil  in  Deertield,  he 
was  commissioned  by  the  Missionary  society  of 
Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  to  j)reach  among  the 
settlers  west  of  the  Hiidsou  river.  Being  an  in- 
telligent and  observing  man  he  made  some  rare 
observations  with  respect  to  the  conditions  of  the 
country  through  which  he  pivssed.  Travelling  on 
horseback  with  provisions  in  his  saddlebags  and 
letters  of  introduction  to  an  occasional  settler  here 
and  there  who  threw  open  then'  houses  to  him, 
he  plunged  into  the  narrow  forest  trails  which  then 
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Top  Row— (left  to  riglit)  Mrs.  Theodore  Green,  Mrs.  Ceha  Copp,  Miss  .Tosephine  Robinson,  Rev.  S. 
S.  IJidwell,  Samuel  Green,  Theoiiore  Gi'een.  Mrs.  S.  S  Bidwrll,  liUuicln- Munjjer,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Wyant. 
Middle  Row— Mrs.  Frank  Andrews,  Mrs.  John  Everleigh,  Miss  Julia  I'lUc.  Mrs.  Fred  Hamilton,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Norton,  Mrs.  Herbert  Adams,  Mrs.  Anna  Dan.  Lower  Row— Miss  Bertha  Johnson,  Miss  Grace 
Johnson    D.  B.  Wyant,  Miss  Mable  Everleigh,  Miss  Lena  Auringer,  Miss  Florence  Johnson. 


road  98  miles  long,  61  feet  wide  and  "paved  with 
logs  and  gravel  in  the  moist  i)arts  of  the  low 
country  through  which  it  passed,"  was  so  far  im- 
proved beginning  in  the  month  of  June  1797, 
that  a  stage  started  from  Fort  Schuyler  on  the 
:-!Oth  of  Septemlier  [1797]  and  arrived  at  the  hotel 
in  Geneva  in  the  afternoon  of  the  thii'd  day  with 
foar  passengers.  This  line  of  road  having  been 
established  by  law,"  continues  the  writer,  "not 
less  than  fifty  families  settled  on  it  in  the  space  of 
four  months  after  it  was  opened." 

Two  or  three  yesirs  afterwards  two  coaches  were 
running  weekly  over  this  road  between  Albany 
and  (ieneva;  and  the  following  taverns,  at  indi- 
cated distances  apart  between  Fort  Schuyler  and 
Geneva  were  oi^en:  From  Fort  Schuyler  to  Laird's, 
10  miles;  Van  Epps',  near  Oneida  Reservation,  6; 


were  all  the  means  there  were  of  communicating 
between  the  few  small  hamlets  on  the  frontiers  of 
New  York.  Piussing  through  the  Mohawk  VaUey 
to  Rome,  then  Fori  Stanwix,  he  turned  north, 
preaching  wherever  he  could  draw  an  audience, 
large  or  small.  On  July  2-1,  1802,  he  preached  at 
Camden  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Curtiss  to  100  per- 
sons. The  next  day  he  delivered  a  sermon  to  loO 
people  three  miles  north.  From  there  he  went  to 
Redfield  and  turning  west  proceeded  to  Lake  On- 
tario. He  was  then  in  the  town  of  Mexico  now 
Sandy  Creek,  and  stopjjed  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Hockley  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  lake  where 
on  Sept.  2,  1802,  he  preached  to  40  peojile.  From 
there  he  went  east  and  north  i)reaching  in  the 
Black  river  country.  In  1817  he  located  in  Mon- 
roe county  and  in  1832  went  to  Bruce,  Macomb 
Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  died  in  1840. 


48 


"GRIP'S".  HISTOEICAL  SOITS^NIR  OF  MEXICO. 


Hiiesitil.  PlKito. 

CEOKGE  WEBB  JOHNSON.  .1.  .\.  .KIMXSON. 

James  A.  Johnson  was  horn  in  Jett'erson 
county  in  1.S27  and  came  to  Mexico  in  1H2!S  and 
has  spent  the  most  of  hi.s  life  in  this  vicinity.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  attended 
the  Falley  Seminary  at  Fulton.  He  read  law  in 
this  village  with  Orla  H.  Whitney  and  Luke  I). 
Smith  and  afterwards  attended  the  Albany  law 
school.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the 
courts  of  this  state  at  Albany  in  1855,  and  has 
been  in  active  practice  of  his  profession  most  nf 
the  time  for  nearly  half  a  century  enjoying'  a  lu- 
crative prai^tioe  and  representing  numerous  and 
important  interests.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  procuring  pensions  and  has  probalily  pro- 
cured more  jien^ious  than  any  attorney  now  livinp 
in  the  county. 

]\Ir.  Johnson  was  formerly 
having  always  been  a 
staunch  democrat  and 
having  received  the  nom- 
ination of  his  par.y  for 
various  otlices.  He  was 
the  candidate  on  the 
democratic  ticket  for 
county  treasurer  of  Os- 
wego county  in  1857  and 
ran  largely  ahead  of  his 
ticket  in  this  and  adjoin- 
ing towns,  though  of 
course  was  overborne  iind 
defeate<l  by  the  great  re- 
publican majority  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
still  engaged  in  llie active 
practice  of  hiw  and  is  also 
engaged  m  the  tire  insur- 
ance business  with  his 
son,  fieorge  Webb  John- 
sou,  who  is  preparing  for 
admission  to  the  bar.  iiimwick.  imh 


Height  of  Water  Sheds  of  New  York 
above  tide. — Hud.son  River  and  Bamapo  at 
Moncey,  Westchester  Co..  557  ft;  Hudson 
and  Delaware  rivers  at  Otisville,  Orange 
Co.,  000  ft;  Hudson  and  Neversink  rivers 
at  Wawarsiug,  Ulster  Co.,  850  ft;  Hudson 
river  and  Lake  Ontario  at  Rome,  Oneida 
Co.,  427  ft;  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Erie 
at  Tonawanda,  Erie  Co.,  557  ft;  Delaware 
and  Siisijuehanna  rivers  at  Deposit  Summit, 
Broome  Co.,  1,378  ft;  Su-scpiehanna  and 
^Mohawk  rivers  at  Bouckville.  Madison  Co., 
1,127  ft :  Suscjuehanua  river  and  Oneida  lake 
at  Tully,  Onondaga  County,  1,247  ft; 
Susquehanna  river  and  Cayuga  lake  at 
Ithaca  summit,  Tompkins  Co.,  9(50  ft; 
Sustpiehanna  river  and  Seneca  lake  at 
Horselieads,  Chemung  Co.,  884  ft;  Sus- 
(juehanna  and  Genesee  rivers  at  Alfred 
Summit,  Alleghany  Co.,  1,780  ft;  Genesee 
and  Alleghany  rivers  at  Cuba,  Alleghany 
Co.,  l,t)'.H)  ft;  .\lleghany  river  and  Lake  Erie 
at  Little  Valley  Summit,  Cattaraugus  Co., 
1,014  ft;  Mohawk  river  and  Lake  Ontario 
at  Ka.soag,  Oneida  Co.,  530  ft;  Mohawk 
and  Black  rivers  at  BoonviUe,  Oneida  Co., 
1,120  ft;  Lake  Cham  plain  and  St.  Law- 
rence river  at  C'hateaugav  Summit,  Franklin  CJo  , 
1,050  ft. 

Driving  Distances  of  Mexico  from  j)oints  in 
the  county — Amboy  Center,  10.8;  Bernhnrds  Bay, 
24.1;  ('aughdenoy,  14.3;  Redfield  S(piare,  25; 
Central  Square,  13.7;  Cleveland,  20.2;  Colos.se, 
4.8;  Constantia,  20.2;  Fulton,  15.!);  Gilbertsville, 
12.5;  Granby  Center,  18.6;  Hannibal,  24.4;  Han- 
nibal Center,  24.7;  Hastings,  8.2;  Hinmanville, 
17.5;  HolmesviUe,  5.7;  Hulls  Corners,  24.();  Xew 
Onterville,  14;  New  Haven,  4.8;  Orwell  village, 
17;  Oswego,  15.1;  Oswego  Falls,  10.7;  Palermo, 
7.4;  Parish,  0.8;  I'h.fnix,  17.3;  Pulaski,  10;  Sand 
Bank  (.Utmar),  14.3;  Seneca  Hill,  10.4;  Scriba 
(Corners,  10.0;  Texas,  4.3;  Vermillion,  4.0;Voluey 
Center.  12,0;  Sandy  Creek,  K!;  West  Amboy,  14  3; 
Williamstown 
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liiirl'ii\vc-il  I'liiiKi. 


w.  A.  RDisnixs. 


Wilfred  A.  Robbins  was  Ijorn  on  a  fiirin  iu 
the  towu  uf  Warreu,  Herkimer  Co  ,  N.  Y.,  of 
sturdy  New  England  ancestry.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  the  late  Asa  Beebe  one  of  the 
early  settlers  (if  the  town  of  Mexico  and  was 
known  as  a  liasiness  man  of  thestrictest  integrity. 
;\Iiss  Emma  Beebe,  the  authoress  and  artist  is  an 
aunt  of  Mr.  Robliins.  His  father,  Lyman  Rob- 
bins,  was  born  in  Herkimer  county  and  was  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  honored 
l)y  being  called  to  till  various  towu  oiMees  in  his 
native  town,  and  after  moving  to  Mexico  was 
chosen  and  held  the  office  of  town  assessor  for  IS 
years.  In  IKfi"  the  subject  of  this  sketch  moved 
to  this  town  with  his  parents  where  he  has  resided 
since.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  Mexico  acaden  y.  In  bS74 
his  father  took  him  in  ;is  jiartner  in  his  mill, 
the  firm  name  being  L.  Robbins  A:  Hon. 
They  conducted  business  at  Railroad  Mills 
on  Mill  street  an  I  continued  in  business 
unto  1891.  In  18H7  the  mill  in  which  they 
were  in  business  was  Imrned.  The  firm  built 
a  new  mill  on  the  old  site  and  conducted 
business  iu  tiiat  Iniilding  until  their  retire- 
ment in  ISIU.  He  Wiis  married  in  18T(i  to 
Martha  Whitney,  a  d.aughter  of  the  late 
Ebeuezer  Whitney,  who  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  families 
in  towu.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  .success  and  welfare  of  the  re- 
liubl  can  party,  having  east  his  first  vote 
for  Joha  A  Dix  for  governor  in  1871.  He 
was  for  several  years  a  memljer  of  the  re- 
publican towu  and  county  committees,  and 
has  held  various  minor  town  offices,  acting 
for  several  years  as  clerk  and  afterwards  as 
inspector  of  election.  At  present  he  is  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  town.  In 
1891  he  received  the  appointment  from  Presi- 
dent Han-ison  of  postmaster  at  Mexico  and 
held  that  position  until  .Tuly  1,  1895.  On 
January    1,   189(5,  he  was   chosen   clerk   of 


the  senate  committee  on  the  Affairs  of  Cities  in 
the  New  York  state  legislature,  serving  until  April 
1,  1902.  Senator  Stranahan  was  chairman  of  the 
above  committee  during  that  time.  He  is  now 
serving  as  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York.  Up- 
on the  assembling  of  the  senate  for  the  session  of 
1903,  Mr.  Robbins  was  appointed  one  of  the  index 
clerks  of  tliat  body  which  appointment  is  for  two 
years.  Mr.  Rolibius  has  always  taken  a  promi- 
nent place  iu  Masonic  circles.  He  is  a  member  of 
.Mexico  Lodge  No.  b^ii,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Mexico  Chapter 
N<i.  \?>r>,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Mexico,  Dewitt  Clinton 
Council  No.  22,  R.  &  S.  M.,  Lak-s  Ontario  Com 
maiiderv  No.  32,  K,  T.,  of  Oswego,  and  Media 
Temple',  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Watertown.  He 
lield  minor  offices  in  his  lodge,  and  iu  ISltl,  '92 
and  '.-13  ho  was  M.aster  of  Mexico  lodge.  In  18i)I 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Ciraud  Lodge,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master,  1).  D.  G. 
M.,  for  the  19th  district  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  M  E.  church  of  Mexico, 
having  been  clerk  of  that  board  for  20  years. 

Wm.  B.  Hutchinson  was  born  in  Pepperell, 
Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  July  i,  180().  He  received 
a  district  school  education  in  his  native  town.  In 
early  life  he  worked  at  the  painter's  trade  in  var- 
ious cities  in  the  New  England  states.  In  1833 
he  was  united  iu  marriage  to  Amelia,  daughter  of 
Azariah  Haskins  of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N. 
Y.  They  resided  in  Poughkeepsie  two  years  then 
went  to  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1837 
removed  to  Mexico,  0.swego  C<o.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
purchased  a  large  farm  and  became  a  successful 
and  scientific  farmer.  He  was  energetic  and  hon- 
orable and  po.ssessed  of  a  cheerful  disposition; 
and  took  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  tbe  town. 
Being  interested  in  educational  matters  he  did 
much  to  raise  the  Colosse  school  to  a  high  stand- 
ard, and  was  the  organizer  of  the  Colosse  del>atiug 
society.  .\  democrat  until  the  organization  of  the 
republican  party  he  became  attached  to  ihe  latter, 
but  upon  the  nomination  of  Horace  (ireely  for  the 
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presidency  iiiid  tlievcafter  lie  voted  tbederaocTalic 
ticket.  He  was  a  stauuch  supiiortcr  of  teiui)ei'anee. 
His  death  occurred  Jlay  2().  ISSlt.  his  wife  surviv- 
ing liiui  two  vears.  Thev  liad  live  chihlreu,  Har- 
riet F.  DriggN  of  Decorah,  la.,  (deceased),  Lucy 
O.  ("alkinsof  Erie,  V:i..  EUen  .T.  Joyce  of  Nortli 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Lydia  A.  DeljHUcey  of  Binj;- 
haiiitoii,  N.  Y.,  aud  (.'harles  1).  (deceased).  Mr. 
Hulcliiusou  speiil  the  hist  fifteen  years  of  his  life 
witli  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Joyce  in  the  towu  of 
Cu-ero,  ()i  oiidaga  Co. 


It..ir..\v.iniil.  IIIIN.  Wl  1,1,1s  F..   lli:.\Tl>N. 

Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  in  coniinan<l 
of  an  American  lorce  operating  against  the  IJritish 
around  Saokets  Harlior,  eaily  in  Augiust,  ISlii, 
spent  one  night  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon  river. 
His  troops  were  aboard  V(>sscls  limiiid  uj)  the  lake. 
Tht-  weather  was  threaleuiug  and  the  (ieneral  ac- 
coinpaLicd  l)y  his  officers  weut  ashore  late  at 
niglit.  They  found  no  conveniences  excejit  some 
tem|iorary  ovens  which  had  been  erected  and  111 
one  of  which  .lolin  Lovett,  (ien.  Van  Itoiisselaer's 
secretary  slept  that  night.  Lovett  aft<'rwards 
founded  I'eriysburgh  on  Lake  Krie  and  was  a 
niemt>er  of  Congress.  The  captain  of  the  giiaril 
on  duty  at  tliat  time  was  Keubeii  Tower  who 
afterwards  lived  at  Sangerfielil,  ( (neida  Co.,  X.  Y. 


Hon.  Willis  E.  Heaton  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Cicero.  Onondaga  Co.,  X.  Y.,  h'ei>t.  15,  ]S(i], 
and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Heaton  and 
Sarah  (iates  Heaton  now  living  in  Baldwinsville. 
N.  Y.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Mexico 
where  he  wa'  educated  in  district  school  Xo.  il 
and  in  ^lexico  acailemy  from  which  latter  institu- 
tion he  wa.s  graduated  in  1ST8.  He  cimtinued  his 
studies  in  .Madison  (now  Colegate)  Univer.sily  and 
Albany  Law  School.  Before  entering  the  univer- 
sity he  spent  a  year  in  the  otliee  of  the  Mexico 
Independent  under  that  vete- 
i-an  newspaper  man,  Henry 
Humphries.  After  returning 
from  the  university  he  began 
the  study  of  law  with  French 
A:  Stone,  a  firm  widely  known 
ill  those  days.  After  a  short 
time  he  was  apjiointed  liy  Hon 
T.  W.  Skinner  clerk  lo  the  sur- 
rogate's court  of  Oswego 
county,  which  ollice  he  tilled 
unto  he  entered  Albany  Law 
School.  ^Ir.  Heaton  was  ad- 
mittcil  to  the  bar  at  Albany  in 
.Tanuary,  ISS:-)  and  in  the  spring 
of  that  year  located  at  Hoosick 
Falls.  X.  Y.,  where  he  has  since 
resided  iira<-ticiug  his  profes- 
sion with  marked  success.  In 
IS'.I.S  Mr.  Heaton  was  nominated 
for  supervisor  of  the  town  of 
Hoosick  by  the  repablican  party 
at  a  time  when  an  etl'ort  was  be- 
ing made  to  purify  town  poli- 
tics. He  was  elected  and  gave 
such  general  satisfaction  that 
he  was  continued  in  office  for 
four  years  and  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Board  for  tlii-ee 
successive  terms. 

In    liWl     Mr.     Heaton     was 
elected  s'lrrogate  of  Kens.selaer 
county  by  a  jihii-jJity  of  about 
7,110(1.  the  largest    ever    given 
a    county     candidate    111    that 
county.     The  office  of  surrogate 
in  a  county  like  Benssela(  r  con- 
taining the  city  of  Troy  and  a 
po])ulation  of  over  12(1,1100  isu 
most  important  office,  but  .fudge 
Heaton  has    fully  met   the  ex- 
l)ectatious   of   his   friends  aud 
liis    administration    is     giving 
comi)lete    satisfaction     to    the 
peo]ile  of  the  county. 
Judge    Heaton    is   a   trustee  of  the  Methodist 
1-",] liscopal    churcli  at  Hoo.sick   Falls,  a  director  of 
the  Fidelity    (las    Light    (!o.,   a   mauager  of  the 
Hoosac  ('lull  and  a  iiKMiiber  of  the  vocal  society, 
the  Choral  Club  and  the    Pafraets  DacI   Club  of 
Troy.      He  has  been  an  occasional  conlributor   of 
lioth  ver.se  and  jirose  to  various  ]ia]iers  and  maga- 
zines  and    is   in   frequent    dcniancl  as  a    sjieaker 
upon  jjublic  occasions. 

first  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  lind  jury  dist- 
rict Oswego  county,  was  held  at  tlic  school  lionse 
in  the  village  of  I'ula.ski.  Bainett  Mooney  was  pre- 
siiling  judge  assisted  liy  .fudges  Hugunin  and  Dun- 
lap,  .fames  Iv  Wright,  .loseiih  I'vnchon  Ko.s.seler. 
Thomas  C.  (!hitteiiden,  Benjamin  Wright  and  llan- 
iel  Wardwell  were  admittt'il  to  practi<'c  law. 
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Original  Names  in  Oswego  County. — 

Cangli-ile-noy,  village — [Iroquois],  Eel  laying 
down;  vast  numbers  of  fish  a'e  saifl  to  have  been 
caught  here  by  the  Indians  who  had  a  village  at 
this  place. 

Brewerton  (Oneida  outlet)  —  (_)h  sa-hau-uy-tah 
[Ouon.  ],  Here  the  waters  run  from  the  lake."  Se- 
uph-kah  fOneidaJ,  Lake  jiours  oiit. 

Deer  Creek — (iah-teh  nah  [Iroq.],  Small  stream 
in  the  rushes;  it  flows  through  marshes. 

(irindstone  Creek — He-haw-ha-kee  [Ii-oq.], 
Where  there  are  nuts 

Little  Salmon  Kiver — Kah-na-ta  [Onon.],  Place 
to  find  bark.  Che-go-hage  [Oneida],  Large  bark 
ready  to  l)e  picked  up. 

Lake   near   Fulton  —  Ne-at-a-want-ha 
Lake   hiding    from    the  river.     Fi--n  lake 
Settlers  I . 

Mexico    Bay  —  Teh-no-ha  hah    |  Irocj.  |, 
waters  in  the  land. 

New     Haven    Creek — Kali-dah-ko-gali    |1 
Place  of  low  wet  ground. 

Oneida  Lake — Sa  ugh  ka  [Onon.  J,  Strijjed 
waters    (from    the    Manlius    and    Pompey    hills 


[Tloq.  1. 
I  Early 

Wide 

Iroq.  |. 


which  are  the  Iroqiiois.  Lac  St.  Francis  [Cham- 
Ijlain's  map,  1632.]  Cadaraqui  [Mohawks  and 
early  English.  ] 

Phnenix — Kahne-wo-nah  [Irocp],  Place  of  the 
Tall  Pines. 

Phienix,  Indiaa  Fishing  Village — Qui-e-Hook- 
gah  [Iroq.],  Supply  with  fish. 

Salmon Biver—Heh-hah-wa-gah  [Onon.],  Where 
.swim  the  sweet  (delicious)  fish.  Ka-hi-agli-haghe 
[Oneidas],  Plenty  to  eat  of  fi.sh.  La  Famine 
[Fr.  Jes.  ],  Where  Gov.  Barre's  troops    famished. 

Sandy  Creek — He-kah-na-go-gah  [Iroij.  ],  Where 
there  is  much  sand.  Riviere  de  la  Plancdie  |  Fr. 
Jes.] 

Scriba's  Creek — Gah-teh-nah  |Iro(p|,  Falling- 
creek.  Hegh-ka-nagh-hagh  [Oneida],  Creek  danc- 
ing in  the  sun.     Bruce  creek  [Early  Settlers]. 

Three  River  Point — Te-u-nug-hn-ka  ]Iro([.  ], 
Where  all  of  the  rivers  meet. 

The  First  Public  School. — At  a  siJCfial  town 
meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Calvin  Tiflany,  June 
13,  1813,  in  compliance  with  the  act  for  the  estab- 


Hiicstcci,  Pliohl.  PRIMARY  DEl'.AIi  TMENT  PKESISYTEHl  .i.N  SISDAT  SCHOOL. 

1.  Miss  ,\Iioe  Hardy,  '*,  Eihcl  Collins,  w,  Lillie  Hosford,  4,  IkMrborn  Hard>',  5,  Gurley  Davis,  fi,  Mildred  .Sampson, 
T,  Miss  Vcsia  H.  Greene,  a,  Ge'  rjfe  Wouih-iiir.  il,  Lyle  Edwards,  111,  Robert  Greeuleaf,  11,  Carl  Sherman,  13,  Miss  Car- 
rie A.  Peek,  i:i.  Dorris  Wise,  U,  Daisy  Hostoi'd,  V>.  George  Huntley,  Hi,  Mary  Radwsty,  IT,  Janet  Taylor,  IS.  Willard 
Taylor.  l!l.  Vena  Gardner,  20,  Gay  Osborn,  31,  Vera  Gardner,  2i,  Chas.  Parnielee,  33,  Rntli  McClyiiiiin,  34.  Ira  Hos- 
IfU'd,  3'i,  A\-a  Cniininji-hani. 

lishmeut  of  common  schools,  Stutely  Palmer, 
Peter  Pratt  and  .Jonathan  Wing  were  chosen  com- 
missioners of  common  schools  in  said  town  and 
Timothy  Norton,  Dennison  Palmer,  Eli.jah  Everts, 
William  D.  Wightman,  .Joseph  Bailey  and  Elias 
Brewster  inspectors  of  said  schools  It  was  voted 
to  allow  the  school  commissioners  7.5  cents  ])er 
day  for  their  services  and  to  raise  by  tax  on  said 
town  for  the  use  of  said  school  sixty  dollars.  The 
inspectors  were  Timothy  Norton,  I)ennis  Palmer, 
Elijah  Everts,  W.  I).  Wightman,  .loseph  Bailey, 
Elias  Brewster.     The  tax  was  $tiO. 

The  first  school  house  was  a  log  structure 
erected  near  the  site  formerly  occu]>ed  by  the  Ivist 
Presbyttriau  church.  John  Howard  was  the  first 
teacher  of  the  High  school,  assisted  by  Laura  Fish 
in  the  other  department.  The  original  district 
was  No.  '),  which  was  increased  in  size  and  then 
divided  liy  Black  creek,  the  west  side  being  re- 
tained as  No.  5  and  the  east  side  as  No.  S. 


when  the  sun  is  right  the  surface  of  the  lake  ap- 
pears striped  blue  and  white).  Lac  Techtroguen 
lies  Onneioiits  ]Fr.  Jes.],  On-ha  do-ho-go  [Oneida] 
Teshiroque  [Mohawk  and  Dutch]. 

Oswego  (the  jiort) — O.sh-wa-kee  [Iroq.],  See 
everywhere  see  nothing.     Ochougen  [Fr.  Jes.]. 

Oswego  Fails — Kah-heh-sa-hegh  [Iroq.],  Place 
of  the  falls. 

(.)swego  River — Swa  geh  [Iroq.],  Flowing  out 
of  two  rivers.  Riviere  de  la  Ounontogues  [Fr. 
Jes.  ],  River  of  the  Onondaga.s,  leading  to  that 
nation. 

Oswego  Falls  Indian  Village — Kag-ne-wagroge 
[Iroq.]. 

Peter  Scott  SwamiJ — Ka-nugh-wa-ka  [Omn.], 
Where  rabbits  run. 

Ontirio  Lake  —  En-tou-no-ho-rons  [Hunm], 
Big  water  of  the  Hurons.  Ska-nau-da-reh  [Iroq  ], 
lieantiful  lake.  Lac  Ontario  on  des  Iroipiois 
[Fr.  .Jes.]  Lake  of   the   Ontario   over   of    (on  toj 


"GKIP'S"  HliJTOKICAL   SOUVENIR   OF  MEXIC;0. 


Horn. wed  I'hol.i.     KK\'.  M.    i>.  SI  I.I,. 

The  Methodist  Church.  —  About  the  year 
IHOS  or  l.SOlt  a  young  Methodist  preacher  by  the 
name  of  .Tonatliau  Huestis  came  liere  on  horse- 
back with  his  saddlebags  containing  his  wardrobe, 
Bible  and  hymn  book,  and  preached  the  first 
Methodist  sermon  in  the  town  of  Me.xico  at  the 
home  of  Leonard  Ames.  The  first  class  was  or- 
ganized in  the  Ames  home  and  consisted  of  five 
members,  namely:  Mrs.  L.  Ames,  Mrs.  Place, 
Mrs.  Calkins,  Mrs.  C'heesbro  and  W,  .\rmstrong 
who  was  appointed  class  leader.  The  first  (piar- 
ferly  meeting  and  love  feast  were  held  in  Mr. 
Ames's  house  V here  the  sacrament  was  adminis- 
tered to  eight  commuuicauts.  The  stand  upon 
which  the  elements  were  jjlaeed  is  now  in  the 
po.ssessiou  of  the  church,  preserved  as  a  memorial 
of  the  infant  days  of  Methodism  in  Mexico.  The 
second  i)astor  was  the  Kev.  A.  Kowley,  from  Bal- 
timore. In  ISIO  the  (ienesee  confeivnce  was  or- 
ganized and  the  Mexico 
circ\iit  extended  from 
Eedtield  and  Camden  to 
the  Oswego  river. 

In  IKll  liev.  Ira  Fair- 
banks was  ajjjioiuted  to 
the  Mexico  circuit.  He 
received  $25  that  year 
on  liis  salary,  and  he  says 
he  left  the  circuit  out  of 
debt.  After  Uev.  Fair- 
l)anks,  to  the  year  1H2II, 
the  following  persons 
were  jia-stors  of  this 
church,  the  exact  order 
in  which  they  came  not 
being  known:  f.saac  I'uf- 
fer  Truman  ftillett,  Na- 
thaniel Reader,  Truman 
Bishop,  liuben  Farley, 
.Iose|)li  Willis  and  Tru- 
man Dixon. 

The  house  of  Mr.  Ames 
continued     to    be      the      Dnnwirk.  Vhou 


preaching  place  until  1820  when  a  commodious 
school  Louse,  two  stories  high  aud  built  of  brick, 
W!is  erected  on  the  ground  where  the  present 
academy  stands  which  was  then  occupied  for  re- 
ligious services  allernately  by  the  Congregation- 
alists  and  Methodists. 

In  !S2I  ^re\ic.)  was  placed  in  the  Oswego  cir- 
cuit Black  Kivcr  district,  witli  Chandly  Lambert, 
l)reacher  in  charg<'  In  1H22  James  P.  Aylesworth 
w.is  the  ]ir<'achcr  of  Oswego  circuit;  in  ]!S2i!  J.  P. 
.■\yleswirlb  and  Orrcn  Foot;  1H24  Truman  Oixon; 
1S25  Benjamin  Davtoii  and  Enoch  Barues;  1827 
Cliarles  Xorthrup';  1S2S  Kli.slia  Wheeler;  ]8;{0 
Samuel  Bilibins 

In  18;-!1  this  had  1  ecome  Mexico  ciicuit  with 
Charles  Northrup  jneacher,  followed  iu  18;{3  aud 
';;4  by  Anson  Tiiller  and  .To.seph  Cross. 

It  "  is  probable  that  the  Mexico  Methodist 
K|iisco|ial  church  was  legally  organized  in  IS;^:^ 
and  a  brick  church  was  built.  At  a  meeting  of 
file  trustees,  Feb.  11,  18:!4,  theie  were  jiresent 
Simon  Tuller  Leonard  .\mes.  Orin  Whitney.  Dan- 
iel Austin,  Eldad  Smith,  Beuben  Halliday,  Stan- 
ton Kenyon  and  ().  C.  Whitney.  Afterwards  the 
name  of  F.  Evarts  was  added.  In  183.')  Mexico 
was  made  a  statiou  and  Jesse  Pcntitld  appointed 
preacher.  In  1837  J.  Everdel  was  pastor.  Squire 
Chase  who  went  as  a  missionary  to  Africa,  was 
supply  jiart  of  18:S8,  followed  by  Joseph  Kilpat- 
ric  who  served  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  in  18:39 
and  '40  by  B.  Holmes. 

On  June  20,  1840,  the  ground  was  broken  for 
the  cellar  for  the  first  jmr.sonage,  which  was  locat- 
ed on  Main  street.  In  1841  Itowland  Soule  was 
stationed  here,  followed  iu  1842  by  B.  Holmes, 
returned  for  his  third  year;  184:)-'4  X.  K.  Peck, 
1845-'t)  James  Sawyer,  1847-'8  0ardner  Baker,  1849- 
'50  Lewis  Whitcomb  aud  1851-'2  El)enezer  Arnold. 
Dui'ing  Mr.  Arnold's  pastorate,  in  1851,  the  brick 
church  was  burned  aud  the  site  sold,  aud  in  1852 
the  present  church  ediBce  was  built.  Since  then 
the  following  were  pastors:  18.53-'4  Almond 
Chapiu,  1855-"(j  Sanuel  Crosier,  1857  Hiram 
Shei)ar,l,  1858  J.  T.  Allen,  18.59  William  Jones. 
18(;0-'l  ().  M.  Legate,  18()2  J.  T.  Alden,  18t;;i  W. 
S.  Titus,  bSlU-t;,  M.  1).  Kinnev,  18(;7-"8  .\ndre\v 
Hoe,  18(19-'71  William  B  Cobb"  1872  B.  F.  Bar- 
ker,   1873-'4   J.    T.Hewitt,     lS75-'0  S.   P.   (irav. 
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]S77-'".I  W.  F.  Hemenway,  1881-'2  O.  p.  Lyfonl, 
ISSJ.'.-,  C.  H.  Guile,  1886-7  W.  R.  Cobb,  1888-'1»() 
('.  E.  Doit,  18i)l-'3  J.  C.  Dailing,  1894-'5  H.  W. 
Beuuett,  189G-'99  .7.  H.  Mrei-s;  1900  A.  C.  Dan 
forth  and  1901  M.  1).  Sill,  (he  present  pastor. 

In  1884  new  memorial  windows  were  placed  in 
the  church  iu  ir.emory  of  the  founder.s  of  Method- 
ism in  Mexico.  The  bell  now  hanging  in  the 
tower,  costing  §1,000,  was  purchased  bj  subscrip- 
tion and  moue\  raised  by  concerts  conducted  by 
Lewis  Miller.  The  organ  costing.SI.200  was  jmr- 
chased  with  the  proceeds  r.dsed  by  the  M.  E. 
Choi-al  Union  under  the  leader.ship  of  Lewis  Mil- 
ler. The  present  parsonage  was  the  generous  gift 
to  the  churi^h  by  the  late  Dr.    Harriet   Eundell. 

The  Northern  Xew  York  conference  has  been 
entertained  by  Me.xico  church  three  times:  In 
18ir,  Bishop  Hedding,  18T5  Bi.shop  Scott,  1901 
Bishoj)  Fowler  jiresiding. 

The  Metliodist  Episcopal  church  of  Me.xico  has 
been  especially  blessed  in  sending  forth  so  many 
of  her  young  men  to  preach  the  gospel.     Among 


Sandy  Creek  1851, '55;  Edward  S.  Reed,  Albion 
1853;  Samuel  A.  Comstock,  .Albion  18.j3:  Ezra 
Green,  Palermo  1854;  '56:  John  Vandenburgh, 
Constantia  18.54:  Edson  Wilder,  Sandy  Creek  185'i; 
Lewis  F.  Devendorf,  Hastings  1S57;  Marcus  Pat- 
terson, West  Monroe  1857;  Benjamin  N.  Hinmau, 
Hannibal  1858;  '60-'2;  Nelson  J.  Williams,  Boyl- 
ston  1858;  Caleb  L.  Cai-r,  Williamstown  1859-'60: 
Hiram  M.  Stevens.  Sandy  Creek  1859;  Mvin  Rich- 
ardson, Mexico  1864:  Fowler  H.  Berry,  Amboy 
1864;  Alvin  Osborn,  Oswego  1865;  Mars  Nearing, 
Hastings  1865;  Henry  M.  Barrett,  Hannibal  1866: 
John  Shepard,  Albion  1866;  William  Congdou, 
Scrilia  1867;  '73;  Marcus  Patterson,  We.st  Monroe 
1867;  Levi  Brackett,  Hannibal  1868;  Jesse  W. 
Cross,  Orwell  1868;  R.  George  Bassett,  Volney 
1869-70:  Andrews.  Coey,  Redfield  1869-'70;  '75; 
James  G.  Caldwell,  AVest  Monroe  1871;  Joiei)h  W. 
Phillips,  West  Monroe  1871:  Abraham  David, 
Parish  1872:  Edmund  Potter.  Parish  1872; '74; '77; 
Noel  A.  Ganlner,  Amboy  1873;  William  R.   Path, 
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1.  Mrs.  M.  D.  Sill  Siipcrtendeut;  U,  Gienn  Liiwell.  3.  Geralii  Stewart,  4.  Elliot  Peltint'lll.-i,  Cora  Munroe,  H,  Marion 
liiriv.  T.  .MaeHouse.  8.  Ear!  Parker.  H,  Minnie  Hender-oii,  10,  Lloyd  Lowell,  11.  M.vrtis  Smith,  1:.'.  Helen  Hoose,  i:i. 
llii/.c'i  (;;iss,  14,  Nina  Manwurreu,  4. 5,  Hoy t  Hollister,  Hi,  Carl  Slniniway.  17,  Holland  Smith.  I.'',  Ralph  Sluimwav,  lii, 
Kiilpli  Sainiison,  ai,  liurton  M,  Sill,  31,  Mattis-on  Hollister,  33,  Amelia  Munson,  23,  Harry  Gill,  34,  Fannie  Buck,  3.'>, 
Miilieeni  Cuss,  3«.  Lovell  Cook,  27.  Mildred  Kellojiff,  2.S,  Ruth  Sampson,  3ii,  Guile  Hollister,':M,  May  Sampson,  :il.  Eva 
Hals(■^ .  :i;,  Mary  Smith,  Si.  Harold  Cobb.  :J4.  Donald  Hoose.  :i">,Greta  Coe,  :3(i,  Vernetta  Bui-dick,  :!7,  Walter  Hurdiek,  3ti, 
Hcnrv  t-tcrnburs,  3H,  John  Munroe,  40.  Verna  Wilder,  41,  Fred  Coe,  43,  Phillis  Chadwick,  43,  Lloyd  Dennv.  44,  Giles 
DenuV.  4.'],  Harry  Fish.  40.  Gladys  Hollister.  47,  Helen  Chadwic-k. 


them  are  the  following:  Albert  D.  Peck,  Reuben 
Holiday  and  B.  R.  Parson 5  local  preachers;  W. 
H.  Calkins,  Isaac  Turner,  Henry  Lamb,  Dennis 
Parker,  Sardius  Kenyon,  David  Ferguson,  Levi 
Ferguson,  Matthew  Parkhurst,  Olhniel  [iolmes, 
W.  F.  Purington,  .lesse  Rathluin,  (ieorge  P. 
Mains,  Fayette  Severance,  Frank  Severance, 
Cyrus  ."-'everauce,  Char'es  H.  Walton,  Herbert  L. 
Cami)bell,  Amos  Nicker.^on,  George  Wood,  Reu- 
ben Sherman  and  Arthur  Ber^y. 

Justices  of  Sessions.— John  M.  Casey,  Os- 
wego 184S;L.  Thayer,  Parish  1848-50; '61-'3; Nor- 
man Rowe,  New  Haven  1849; '56;  Robert  Simpson, 
Scriba  18.50; '63:  John  Wart,  Boylston  1851;  '.52; 
.John  B,  Higgins,  Mexico  1851;  Mason  Salisbury, 


Williamstown  1874;  F.  Vf.  Scjiiires,  North  Volney 
1875;  Henry  L.  Cole,  Mexico  1876;  Cornelius 
Edick,    Parish   1876;   Isaas  R.  Parkhurst,  Scriba 

1877. 

Macomb's  Purchase,  the  largest  grant  of 
liind  the  state  ever  made  embraced  3,693,755  acres 
in  Franklin,  St.  Lawrence.  Jeft'erson,  Lewis, 
Herkimer  and  the  northern  part  of  Oswego  couLt- 
ies  It  was  patented  to  Daniel  McCormick  and 
Alexander  Macomb  in  1791-'8.  It  was  afterwards 
sub-divided  into  several  purchases  including  that 
known  as  the  Boylston  tract  and  Macomb's  pur- 
chase. Macomb's  patent  was  a  tract  of  1,920,000 
acres  taken  from  the  above  purcha.se  Jan.  10,  1792. 
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HllfStril.  Pli.it.). 

LILIJAX  LONGSTliKKT'S  Cl.Ayti,  M.  E.  SUNUAY  SCH( 

Flort'ticu  Avery.  K.iith  Miinson,  Cliristiiii' .lefff 

Lillian  Lonjistrect. 
Florence  HeiKlersoa,  lilaiiclii;  Aviiy 

Six  Nations — Ori^iin  of  Thtir  Race: — Rev. 
Ml-.  I'yrJji'us  resilient  anii.tig  the  Six  Natiims  in 
Mi'ij  (juotes  the  Mohawk  chief.  Siiiiarady,  viz: 
They  dw.  It  in  the  earth  \v  here  no  sun  shone. 
Though  tliey  followed  hunting  they  ate  mice  which 
they  caught  with  their  own  hands.  Ganawaghlia 
havint;  found  a  hole  went  out  and  found  a  deer. 
In  consequence  of  the  meet  tiislLug  good  their 
mother  concluded  it  liest  for  them  all  to  go  out 
which  they  did.  except  the  grunndliog.  They 
consider  the  earth  as  their  univer.-al  mother.  They 
lielieve  they  were  created  within  its  bosom  where 
for  a  long  time  they  had  their  abode  before  they 
came  to  live  on  its  surface.  They  say  the  grand 
and  good  .spiiit  had  prepared  all  things  for  their 
reception  but  like  an  infant  in  the  womb  t>f  the 
natural  mother  their  first  st.ige  of  existence  was 
wisely  ordained  to  be  within  the  earth. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  —  179.S — Isaac  Alden, 
Williamstown;  J.  W.  Bloomtield,  Rotterdam; 
Benjamin  Wright,  VeiaOruz;  Joseijh  Strickland, 
Redtield;  Samuel  Royce,  Camden;  ajipoiuted  by 
the  council  of  apjiointment  of  Herkimer  countr. 
IHDU— Reul)eu  Hamilton,  Mexico.  1804— 
Ebenezer  Wright,  Volney.  180.5 — Reuben 
Hamilton  and  Samuel  Tiftany,  Mexico; 
William  I5u  ke,  Scriba.  180(>— William 
(Jole,  Mexico;  Thomas  Nutting,  Parish. 
1807— Uavid  Wdliams,  Mexico;  David 
Eastou,  New  Hav.  n.  1.S08 — Reulien  Ham 
ilton,  William  Hurke,  John  Nutting.  ISIO 
— .loseph  Bailey,  New  Haven;  Hyer  Burn- 
ham,  Mexico.  1811 — DjvidW  illiams  Da^id 
Easton,  I'etcr  I'nitt,  Mexico.  1812 — .Jou.i- 
tlnm  Wing,  .lo-ejili  li.iilev.  New  Haven. 
181;^— Benjamin  Wright,  Peter  Pratt.  1,S14 
— David  Wing.  1815 — Solomon  Evarts, 
Me.vico;  Paul  .\lleu.  Parish. 

Associate  Justices,  (Common  Pleas, 
Prior  to  1847— Peter  D.  llugunin,  Oswego 
l81()-''2(;;  Kdmiuid  Hawks,  Oswego  Town 
1S1()-'18;  Daniel  Hawks,  jr.,  Hannibal  181()- 
'17;  Smith  Dnnlap.  San.ly  Creek  LSKi-'Ii);  H'"'^ 
Henry  Williams,  William.st<)wn  ]81(;-'2I!; 
David  Kaston,  New  Haven,  181(i-'17;  Ori'is  ,.,  '' 
Hart,  New  Haven  181 7- '20;  William    Hale,       r'.fkl 


Richland  181 7-'lS);  David .S.  Bates,  Constan- 
tia  l.S2()-'l;  .Tames  Bill,  Oswego  l.S2()-'l; 
.Tohu  Sechcr,  Richland  1820-'l;  Samuel 
Farnham,  Hannibal  ]82l)-'l;  John  S.  Davis, 
liich'and  1821-'2;  Oliver  Burdick.  Volney 
182l-'2;  Chester  Hayden,  Richland  1,822  ':!; 
.Toseph  Easton,  Volney  1822-".!lt;  Hastings 
Curtiss,  Hastings,  182li-';l;  Simon  Mea- 
cham,  Riclila'i.l  ]828-'.il;  Avery  Skinner, 
:Mexico  l,82.S-':iI:  ■3.")-"8;  .Tobn "  Rcvnolds, 
Orwell  182'.).';^1;  Lovewell  .Tohnson."  Paler- 
m.>  I8:!2-'(i:  Samuel  Freeman,  Wi  liamstown 
18;W.'42:  Hir.m  Hnbbell.  Pulaski  18:).-.-';»: 
laioch  Hibbard,  Volney  l.s:!7-'4(l;  Elias 
lirewster.  ^Mexico  ]8:)il-'4:^:  Samuel  B.  Lml- 
l.)W,  Oswego  1840-'."):  Thomas  S.  Meacham, 
San.ly  Creek  1811-'.");  Huntington  Fitc'), 
Hiistings  1,S4;^.'7;  .Tuliiin  Cia-ter.  Constantia 
1.844-'7;  (h-la  H.  Whitney,  Mexico  184(;-'7; 
.lohn  M.  Watson,  Pulaski  1.84ri-'7. 


Description  of  Oswego,  by  the  French. 
1700. — Fort  Ontario  is  ^ituate  at  the  right 
(eiust)  of  the  river  in  the  middle  of  a  very 
high  plateau.  It  consists  of  a  .Mpiare  of  30  toises 
(180  feet)  a  side,  the  faces  of  whicli,  broken  in  the 
center,  are  Hanked  by  a  redan  placed  at  the  jiomt 
of  the  break.  It  is  constructed  of  jjickets  18  inches 
in  diameter,  smooth  on  both  sides,  very  well  join- 
ed the  one  to  the  other,  and  rising  8  and  9  feet 
fiom  the  ground.  The  dilch  that  encircles  the 
fort  is  18  feet  wide  by  8  feet  deep.  The  excavated 
earth  had  been  th'owu  up  en  glacis  on  the  coim- 
terscarp  with  a  very  steep  slope  over  the  berm 
(covered  way).  Loop  holes  and  embrasures  lU'e 
formed  in  the  pickets  on  a  level  with  the  earth 
thrown  up  on  the  berm,  and  a  scatl'olding  of  car- 
penters' work  extends  all  around  so  as  to  fire  from 
above.  It  has  8  guns  and  4  mortirs  with  double 
grenades.  The  old  fort  Choueg>n,  situate  on  the 
left  (west)  bank  of  the  river',  consists  of  a  house 
with  galleries  with  loop  holes  on  the  gi'ound  Hoor 
ami  ])rinci]ial  story,  the  walls  of  which  are  three 
feet  thick  and  encompassed  at  distance  of  three 
toises  (18  feet)  by  another  wall  4  feet  thick  and  10 
f.  et  high,  loopholed  and  Hanked  by  two  large, 
sipiare  towei-s.  It  has  liuewise  a  trench,  encircling 
on    tlio   land    n  li-    of  the  fort,   where  the  enemv 


i.'.l.  I'll. .1.1. 
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[Euglisli]  had  placed  IS  jjieces  of  cannon  and  1") 
mortars  and  howitzers.  Fort  George  is  situ- 
ated HOO  loises  (1800  feet)  lieyond  [west  of] 
that  of  Chonegen  on  a  hill  that  commanded  it.  It 
is  of  pickets  and  badly  enough  entrenched  with 
earth  on  two  sides. 

Tryon  was  the  tenth  county  instituted  in  the 
in'ovince  of  New  York  and  was  the  first  munieiiral 
organization  in  which  Mexico  was  included.  The 
colonial  act  of  Mai'ch  22,  1772,  erected  out  of  ihe 
lands  of  the  Irocjuois  this  county,  which,  having 
no  definitely  assigned  boundaries  except  that  on 
the  east,  was  declared  to  reach  to  the  lakes  on  the 
west  and  north,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Hue  on  the 
south.  The  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  i^resent 
small  couQty  of  Montgomery  was  the  eastern  limit 
of  Tryon  county.  (jn  March  8,  1773,  the  county 
w.as  divided  into  four  districts:  Palatine,  north  of 
the  Mohawk  and  Ganajoharie  on  the  south — the 
two  eastern  districts,  west  of  which  came  German 
Flatts  on  the  south  and  Kingsland  on  the  north. 
It  was  out  of  Kmgsland 
that  Mexico  was  erected. 

First  Town  Officers 

appointed  by  the  Justices 
of  Herkimer  county  for 
Mexico  (then  included 
in  that  county)  in  1792, 
viz:  John  Meyer  of  Rot- 
terdam, super^-isor  and 
justice  of  jjeace;  Olive 
Stevens  of  Fort  Brew  er- 
ton,  town  clerk;  Amos 
Matthews,  Solomon  War- 
ing and  Luke  Mason  of 
Rotterdam,  assessors; 
Amos  Matthews  and  Sol- 
omon Waring,  overseers 
of  the  poor;  Solomon 
Waring,  collector;  Elijah 
Carter,    comtable.  Huested.  Photo. 


Clayton  I.  Miller,  special  surrogate  of  Oswego 
county,  was  elected  to  that  office  in  1901  in  recog- 
nition of  his  ability  to  perform  the  duties  incuin- 
bent  therein,  .\mong  the  younger  members  of 
the  rejiublican  party  lie  has  figured  as  one  of  tlie 
most  active,  his  services  both  at  caucus  and  in 
convention  as  a  speaker  and  worker  being  in  de- 
mand in  all  important  local  campaigns.  He  was 
born  in  the  tonu  of  Mexico,  June  If!,  ISliS,  and 
received  his  early  education  in  the  di  trict  schools 
and  the  Mexico  ac  demy,  gi'uduatiiig  from  the 
latter  institution  in  1889.  He  taught  school  a 
number  of  terms  and  read  law  with  C.  C.  Brown 
in  Mexico  anil  William  A.  Poucher  in  Oswego. 
In  1893  he  was  graduated  in  the  law  department 
of  Cornell  University  and  on  Sept.  15  of  the  smiie 
year  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  A  month  later  lie 
opened  his  office  in  this  village  where  his  pi-ac- 
tice  has  grown  to  a  fiattering  extent,  until  at.  tli<' 
pi-esent  time  he  has  a  wide  circle  of  clients  and 
is  carrying  on  a  prosperous  busiaess.  Mr.  Miller 
has  built  up  a  prosjjerous  fire  insurance  busine^s, 
in  which  he  writes  policies  on  both  village  and 
farm  jiroijertv  in  the  most  reliable  eoniijanies. 
Mr.  Miller  on  April  18,  1900,  married  Alice  M. 
]?ard  of  Mexico  and  they  occupy  a  pretty  house 
eligibly  situated  on  Main  sti-eet.  Mr.  Jliller  is  a 
member  of  Mexico  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  136, 
and  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Chajjter  No.  135. 
He  has  served  as  tnistee  of  the  village  and  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  local  affiiii'S,  being 
an  active  supporter  of  all  local  improvements  and 
always  ready  to  contril>ute  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  Mexico. 

Salt  Road. — The  old  road  caOed  "the  salt 
road,"  along  which  before  the  day  of  railroads  an 
immense  traffic  was  carried  on  between  Water- 
town  and  the  northern  counties  of  the  state  and 
Salt  Point  or  Sidina  (now  Syi-acuse)  passed 
through  Union  Square  and  Colosse.  It  was  no 
unusual  sight,  the  procession  of  hundreds  of 
teams  of  farmers  drawing  loads  of  salt  moving 
north  on  this  highway  with  the  winter  sup)ily  for 
the  northern  country. 

First  School  in  Town  was  taught  by  Sanford 
Douglass  at  Colosse  in  1806.  The  first  school  in 
the  village  was  taught  in  Shuabel  .Mfred's  barn  by 
Harriet  Eastoa  in  ISll. 


C.  I.^MILLER'S  RESIDENCE. 
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Jedediah  Hoose  Wiis  Ikuu  in  the  town  of  Par- 
ish, N.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  IHSit,  l)eiiig  the  .second  sou  of 
Abram  Hoose,  n  prominent  fanner.  AVith  his 
brother,  James  H.  Hoose,  he  was  a  student  at 
Mexico  Academy,  but  because  of  poor  health,  was 
unable  to  fiuLsh  a  course  there.  In  December, 
18t>l,  he  married  Marv  .\.  Perrine  of  Hastings, 
N.  Y.,  a  graduate  of  Whitestown  Seminary.  X 
few  years  later  they  moved  to  Mexico  w  here  three 
childi-en  were  horn,  Frank  L.,  who  was  later  as- 
sociated with  his  father  in  business,  Charles 
Kyles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  .seven  years  and 
Lena  L..  a  graduate  of 
Syracuse  Uuivers.ty. 

Here  Mr.  Hoose  en- 
giiged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness with  H.  W.  Loomis 
and  later  with  Ira  Cobb, 
as  i)artners.  Snon  he 
gae  most  vS  his  time  to 
I  lie  I'roduce  business  in 
wliicii  he  continued  until 
his  death.  He  bought 
butter  and  cheese  exten 
sively  for  tlie  eastern 
markets,  during  many 
seasons  making  weekly 
tri])s  to  Hoston,  New 
Yoi'k  and  Pliiladeli)liia. 
He  was  one  of  the  largest 
Imyers  III  cheese  in  ( )s«e- 
go  county.  After  a  long 
period  of  ])oor  health, 
tbougli  confined  lo  Iiis 
home  but  a  few  weeks, 
he  died  Xov.  S.  lillM).  IMr. 
Hoose  was  a  man  of  en- 
ergy, int<'rested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  town,  de- 
vot43d  to  his  family  ami 
home.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Freewill  I'aj)-       iiu.  siivl,  r'n*o.       R.  .1 


tist  church  but  as  there  was  none  in  Mex- 
ico, attended  the  •  Methodist  and  gave  Ube- 
ridly  to  its  support.  Through  35  years  of 
business  life  he  enjoyed  the  univer.sjil  con- 
fidence of  all  men  with  whom  he  dealt. 
His  wold  was  as  good  as  his  Ixmd.  In 
February.  ISS.S,  his  son  Frank  L.,  mariied 
Mary  H.  Miller,  youngest  dnugliter  of 
Lewis  Miller.  Thev  have  three  children, 
Helen  H.,  Donald  .1.'  and  Kenneth  M. 

E.  J.  Parmelee,  who  conducts  the  only 
exclusive  tire  insurance  agency  in  this   vil- 
lage, which  is  a  notable  success,  has  made 
I  he  insurance  lines  a  study  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  adjustors  of  losses  in  this 
locality.     He   writes   both   plate  glass   and 
lie,    as    w  eU  as  fire  insurance,  though  the 
latter  is  his  sjieciwlity,  and  represents  alto- 
gether  the   old    hue  companies,    including 
one    liability    company.       His    "territory" 
takes  in  a  w  ide  circle  inclusive  of  the  town 
of  Mexico  and  adjacent  tow  ns.       Mr.   Par- 
melee   Wiis    born    at  Colosse  Apr   8,  ISIiO. 
Charles   I'armelee,    his  father,  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry  whose  emiy  home  was  in  Mad- 
ison county,  N.  Y.,  was  born  Fel).  10,  1H'J8. 
He  married  Apr.    6,    18-17,    a  daughter    of  Fuller 
Richardson  one  of  the  early  settlers  of   Mexico   a 
stone  cutter  by  trade  who  was  pi-ominent  for  large 
public  work  in  which  he  engaged.     Mrs.    Charles 
Parmelee   was   born   M\g.    27,   1827.     She  is  now 
living  at  Union  Scpiare,  this  county.     Her  husband 
(lied  March  29,  1S8.S.     They  had  five  children,  of 
whom  there  are  now  living  Mrs.    .Tennie    Hartson 
of   Union   Square,    Charles   D.    I'armelee  now  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal  ,  and    E.    J.    Pja-melee.     The 
others   were   Alice  I.,  born  Oct.  .">.  1850  and  died 
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WEUSTEU  M.  imH.\KUSnX,  Pust master. 

Nov.  5,  1897,  and  Grace  M.,  bom  Sept.  26,  1S70 
and  died  March  1.5,  1885.  Mr.  E.  .T.  Parnielee 
attended  the  Colosse  school  and  the  Mexico 
academy  and  was  first  engaged  in  Imsiness  in 
Madison  county.  For  three  years  he  conducted 
a  book  store  in' this  village.  On  Jan.  1,  1885,  he 
started  his  present  business  with  A.  CI.  Stowell, 
the  parlnership  continuing  six  years.  Then  Mr. 
Parmelee  was  in  Chicago  awhile.  On  Jan.  1,  18i)-l, 
he  resumed  insurance  in  this  village,  continuing 
it  ever  since.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order.  Bv  his  marriage  to  Mary  Tourot,  June  18, 
1884,  there  are  two  children  Grace  M.,  born  Dec. 
6,  1890,  and  Charles  T.,  born  Nov.  4,  1897. 

Pioneers  in  Oswego  County  in  1800  d'd  not 
neces.siirily  sutler  from  lack  of  sustenance. 
The  road  was  long  and  arduous  but  led  into 
a  land  of  jilenty,  abundant  in  wild  bemes 
and  fruits.  The  traders  and  settlers  then 
came  in  from  the  south.  Three  Rivers  being 
the  only  gateway  whether  their  course  was 
by  water  or  laud.  Passing  through  Oneida 
Lake  by  craft  with  sail  or  drawn  by  horses. 
and  down  the  Oneida  river  to  Three  River 
Point,  there  they  found  batt«aux  being 
freighted  to  descend  to  Lake  Outario  or 
ascend  the  Seneca  river  to  the  great  west 
beyond  that  lake.  In  travehng  by  land 
they  followed  a  mere  track  skirting  the 
water  route. 

Two  years  later  a  rough  road  was  opened 
from  Camden  to  Eedfield  and  then  on  to 
Lake  Ontario  into  the  new  town  of  Mexico. 
Then  the  settlers  began  to  come  in  from  the 
e.ust,  tramping  along  beside  the  ox  teams 
which  they  usually  employed  to  bring  along 
such  household  necessaries  and  implements 
as  could  not  be  dispensed  with.  Leaving 
Fort  Stanwix  for  the  north  they  phmged 
into  the  woods  and  after  18  miles  journey- 
ing reached  the  little  hamlet  of  Camden. 
There  they  entered  a  mere  path  through  the 
woods  and  traveling  nine  miles  without  see- 
ing any  habitation  crossed  the  Salmon  river 
at  Redfield,  a  small  collection  of  huts, 
where  they  were  o9ered  land  at  $3  an  acre. 


The  "new  road"  oi>ened  up  to  the  lalie  in  the 
summer  of  1802,  invited  them  to  proceed  through 
a  ttietch  of  2.5  miles  of  heavA'  timber,  where  they 
had  the  whole  of  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Ontario 
at  their  dispos;il — the  land  of  i)romise.  There  a 
'•manna"  in  the  wilderness  fed  them  merely  liy 
gathering  it  during  the  s  ason — berries,  ciu'rants. 
nuts.  .\  writer  who  visited  that  se  tiou  in  1S()2 
writes  that  "there  were  found  growing  wild  in 
great  jjlenty  hops,  grapes,  cranberries,  plums, 
strawberries,  gooseberries,  bUicklierr'es  raspber- 
rii  s,  currants,  plantiiin,  sai'saparilla,  English  ]iar- 
sley,  French  sorrel,  pei)iiermint,  common  mint, 
catnii),  thorn  ajiples,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  oats 
and  rtax.  Peas,  beans  and  all  kinds  of  produc- 
tion grow  rank." 

Bright  Sayings.— Mrs.  Kundell  saw  a  young 
woman  who  was  neai'ly  six  feet  tall,  and  br<^iul  ac- 
cordingly. "What  a  waiste  of  nuiterial,"  the  ob- 
served. 

K.  and  I),  were  moving.  The  wagon  lotids  of 
goods  were  on  the  road  and  the  owners  were 
carrying  one  a  clock  and  the  t>ther  a  guitar. 
"That's  right",  said  Sardius  Barnes  its  he  met 
them,  "tune  and  time  go  well  together." 

D.  was  a  man  -nho  knew  how  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness successfully,  although  his  vocabulary  was 
peculiar.  One  day  he  made  the  remark,  "there 
is  so  much  composition  now-daysit  is  no  objective 
to  do  business",  which  simply  meant  so  much 
competition,  no  object  to  do  business. 

The  Salmon  River  Light  House  was  erected 
in  1813  and  fitted  with  a  Xu.  ti  lens.  The  old 
stone  l)uilding  with  the   tower  in  which  was  the 

light,  is  still  standing,  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  pro[)rietor  of  a  summer  hotel  at  that  place. 
The  light  which  was  refitted  with  new  lens  in  1855 
was  abandoned  in  18.58.  It  was  a  fixed  light,  -19 
feet  above  the  water  and  was  visible  for  9  nautical 
miles. 


Hiicsl 


A.  W. 


,  1.  I'll.. I... 

ILLAGE  liMAKD  OF  TIUSTEES  A.ND  ()FFK'EU.S. 
Dr.  S.  M.  Bennett.  C.  E.  Hare. 

George  H.  Wilson,  President. 
Ric'.iarlson,  Clerk.    Jerome  Baker,  Street  Commissioner. 
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r  I  from  tiv<>  to  seven 
miles  ami  bas  an  extreme 
range  of  twenty  miles. 

A   July    Delicacy. — 

Sea  Foam  Cake  is  made 
1  >y  sifting  one  cu])  of  flour 
with  one  teasi)oonfiil  of 
eream  of  tartar  live  times: 
also  sift  one  and  a  half 
eiips  of  fjrannlated  sugar 
twiee.  Then  heat  the 
sugar  with  the  l>tat<'n 
yolks  of  four  eggs  until 
very  light   and    cream^'. 


Beat  th 

eggs  to  ; 
add  the 
to    the    ■ 


whites  of  eleven 
stitV,  dry  froth; 
oiks  and  sugar 
hites  verv  eare- 


Huestoii,  Photci.  IH)lt('.\S 

Tup  How-  (Li-lt  fri  rif;iit)   ilrt- 


nciinv.  M.  i:.  (Ill  I 

.\lvin  Uicli!ii"<Is(ut,  Mi^s 
Ilnosei  Mrs.  Anna  Kisli,  M's-t  Mii.v  lianisr.\'.  Miiiiltc  K'»w 
l.iiella  Austin,  Miss  Eva  .'^trvens.  Miss  .Malirl  Wagiii'i-,  Mis 
—  .Mrs.  .lennii- (ias3.  Miss  .Mamlf  Dnj^un.  Miss  Molliu  Mill 
Eva  HcnrU'rsnn. 

Largest  Gun  in  the  World  was  manufac- 
tured at  the  Watervliet  ar.senal  and  from  it  the 
first  shot  was  tired  at  Sandy  Hook,  .Ian.  17,  1908. 
The  designers  were  Col.  J.  P.  Farley,  Maj.  Smith 
and  Maj.  Birney  of  the  United  States  Ai-my.  It 
is  a  curious  co-incidence  that  Charles  Christiansen 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  the  mechanic  to  whose  skill  the 
success  of  the  work  is  due.  died  on  the  day  the 
gun  was  tested,  from  paridysis  of  the  brain  due  to 
overwork  in  its  construction.  The  gun  costing 
.$200,01)0  is  sixteen-ineh  rifled,  weighing  180  tons 
and  carrying  a  maximum  charge  '^f  (140  i)0unds  of 
smokeless  powder,  sends  a  ]>rojeetile  weighing 
2,400  pounds  2,806  feet  ])er  .second  with  a  pres- 
sure of  88,0(10  jionnds  to  the  squai'e  ini'h.  An  air 
cushion  chamlier  at  the  hreech  reduces  the  recoil 
to  iif.  feet.  The  gun  which  is  built  for  coast  de- 
fence  can  be  fired  to  hit  a  \essel  at  the  distance 


icil 
Ella  St 
-  .M  IS. 
s  Etia 
cr.    Mi: 


crnbnrjr.  Mi^s  Ei-im 

Manik*  \*ni-e<',  M  iss 

Stone.     LowiT  How 

Allii-  Claik,  Miss 


and  bake  4.3  minutes  in 


fully,  Ihen  add  one  tea- 
spoonful  of  vanilla  and, 
last,  the  flour.  Mix 
thoroughly  but  gently 
and  quickly  as  possible 
and  turn  into  an  uu- 
greased  angel's  food  tin 
a  moderate  oven. 


The  First  Roadoi)ened  in  Oswego  county  for 
the  passage  of  English  pioneers  was  cut  through 
to  Oswego  in  the  summer  of  17.">()  by  Sir  William 
Johnson  for  which  in  July  of  that  year  he  had  ob- 
tained the  desired  consent  from  the  Onondagas. 
Up  to  that  time  there  were  only  footpaths  leading 
aero.ss  between  Oneida  and  Ontario  lakes  iind  a 
blazed  trail  following  the  Oneida  and  Oswego 
rivers  along  which  jiassage  had  been  forcedjby  an 
occiisional  war  jiarty  or  expedition.  .\s  the  only 
])Ost  then  opened  in  this  country  was  Oswego  the 
road  was  made  to  follow'  the  earlier  or  river  route. 

The  First  Mail  Route  in  Oswego  county  was 
established  between  Salina  and  Oswego  in  1807 
the  year  a  |iostciliice  was  o]ieiied  at  the  Latter 
place. 


lliiesii'd,  I'l Clllll,-- ll.\.\  ENDE.W  Dli,  U.VI'TIST  rin   U(  II. 

Top  liow— {l.rll  III  liiulil)  .Mis.<  (IriH'i'Copi).  Miss.loscpliliu'  K  iliinson,  .Miss   \ilil 
S.  Itliiwt.*ll,  Mrs.  Susan  .Vormn,  .Mrs.  Hi-nry  .Miinj^cr 


Ailalils,  Miss  (jruco  .Jolinstori.  Odiiifl  \'.  W'yiinl.  ...la.-  .r,.,,!,.?...!,,  ...i.-.-  .............i.,   .».  . 

Irudc  Hurd.    Lower  Kow— Miss  .luliii  Prlc-,  t.'hiirk'S  riOomis,.  Mastrr  .Vdains,  Mrs.  1).  !I  Wynnt. 


.  .Miss 


Miililli;  Un 
-.lolinsti 


-Clliirlit' 
,  Miss 


(iunl,  Kl'V.  S 
.lohnsti 


Mis. 
J.  nil 
A.  H 


I  Graci-  linker,  Mrs. 

Iwi'll,  .Mrs.  Herbert 

Norton,  Miss  (lei- 


'GEIP'S"  HISTORICAL  SOUVENIR  OF  MEXICO. 


59 


Members  of  Assembly  from  Oswego  County. 
— lu  1S1;»  aud  until  April  12,  1822,  Oswego  and 
Oneida  counties  were  represented  in  tlie  state 
assembly,  as  one  district,  by  five  members.  Then 
Oswego  county  was  apportioned  one  member. 
()u  May  2o,  182ii,  it  was  given  two  members.  On 
.\prll  IS,  1857,  and  again  on  April  Ifi,  18(5fi,  it  was 
divided  into  three  a  sembly  districts  aud  on  .\pril 
2:;,  187'.),  was  reduced  to 'two  districts  with  two 
re))resentatives,  the  numl)er  it  has  now. 

Prior  to  1819  the  territoiy  now  comprised  in 
Osw  go  county  was  represented  by  the  Onondaga 
niciiber,  Barnet  Moouey,  who  lived  in  the  town 
(if  Hannibal. 

The  complete  list  of  those  who  have  represented 
Un>  county  in  the  state   assembly   together   with 
the  years  of  service  and  the  districts  they  respec- 
livelv  repre-ented  is  as  follows: 
.\lleu,  \Vm  F,  18il-'4 
Ames,  Leonard,  2nd  d,  1857 
.-Vinsworth,  Danforth  E,  2nd  d,  188ri-'8 
Bacon,  Ezekial,  Oneida-O>wego,  1819 
Bacon,  Josiah,  Oneida-Oswego,  2nd  tession  1820, 

1st  session  1821 
Bronson,  (ireene  C,  Oneida-Oswego,  1822 
Baldwin,  Wm,  1st  Oswego  dist,  1858 
Brockwav,  Beman,  3d  Oswego  dist,  1859 
Bowen,  Benj  E,  3d  d.  18(52 
Bulkley,  Justin  L,  3d,  1873- 'i 
Chandler,  Samuel,  Oneida-Oswego,  1822 
Curtiss,  Hastings,  182J: 
Crowell,  Jesse,  18.35 
CaiT,  Caleb,  18:^7 
Curtiss,  Wm  P,  1  d,  vice  Hatch  resigned,  second 

session  June  10-July  11,  1851 
Coit,  James  J,  2  d,  1859 
Carter,  Wm  H,  2  d,  18(50 
Case,  George  M,  2  d,  1877-'8 
CuUinan,  Patrick  W,  1  d,  1880-'l 
Coon,  K  JNIortimer,  1  d,  1888-'9 
Costello,  Thomas  M,  2nd  dist,   189(j — present   in- 
cumbent 
Dean,  jr,  James,  Oneida-Oswego,  1st  session,  1820 
Devendorf,  Peter,  18i0;  '42 
Duer,  Wm,  1840-'l 
Drake,  Reuben,  184(5 
DooUttle,  Benj,  1  d,  18(59 
Daggett,  Henry  J,  3  d,  1875 
Earl,  Orin  E,  1847 
Frazier,    Allen,    Oneida-Oswego,    second   session 

1820  and  first  session  1821 
Falley,  George,  1829 
Fitzhugh,  Henry,  I  d,  1849 
Fo.\,  Edward  W,  2  d,  1849 
Fort,  Daniel  G,  1  d,  1872  '3 
Giteau,  Luther,  Oneida-Osivego,  1819 
Greene,  Thomas  W.  2  d,  1872;  '7() 
Gibson,  James  T,  2  d,  1852 
Hoyt,  David  P,  Oneida  Oswego,  1819 
Huntington,  George,  OueidaOswego,  1819- '22 
Hayden,  Chester,  1825 
Hart,  Orris,  182  7-'8 
Hubbel,  Hiram,  1830 
Hawley,  Samuel,  1839 
Hatch,'  Moses  P,  1  d,  1851 ,  resigned    April  1  close 

of  1st  session 
Hart,  Edwin  C,  1  d,  1852 
Howe,  Henry  C,  1  d,  1885-'7 
Howe,  .\braham,  2  d,  1870-'l 
Helm,  Bvron,  2  d,  1882-'3 
Judson,  Edward  B,  1839;  '41 
Johnson,  WiUard,  2  d  18(^)2;  1873-'5 
Kirkland,  Joseph,  Oneida-Oswego,  second  session 

1820  aud  fii-st  session  1821 
Kenyou,  Robert  C,  1842 


Kelsey.  Robert  S,  3  d,  1860 

Lasher,  James  D,  2  d,  18G8  -'9 

Loomis,  Hiram  W,  2  d,  1863-'4 

Lee  M  Lindley,  1S47;  1st  d,  1818 

Lewis,  jr,  William,  1  d,  1850 

Lewis,  Benjamin,  2d,  1851 

Littlejobn,  Dewitt  C,  1  d,  1853-'5;  '57;  '59-'(;i: 
't5(5-'7;  '70-'l;  '84 

Lewis,  Thomas  D,  Id,   18,i;( — present  incumbent 

McNeil,  Henry,  Oueida  Osweso,  Kst  .session    1820 

Morgan,  Theophilus  S,  Oneida-Oswego,  1st  ses- 
sion, 1820;  Oswego  dist,  bS2i 

McCarty,  Andrew  Z,  2d,  1848 

Matoon,  Aimer  C,  1  d,   ]8(5:-i-'4 

McKinney,  Charles,   i  d.  18(57 

North,  Charles,  1  d,  1878 

I'ratt,  Peter,  Oneida  Oswego,  1822 

Perkins,  Charles  A,  2  d,  1853 

Palmer,  Harvev,  3  d,  18(53;    4 

Parker,  John,  3  d,  18'5(5;  '70 

Place,  John  A,  1  d,  18(58 

Page,  .\lansou  S,  1  d,  1875 

Preston,  .loLn,  3  d.  1876 

Peck,  DeWitt  C,  3  d,  1877-'8 

Poucher,  Wm  A,  1  d,  1882 -'3 

Root,  Wm,  Oneida-Oswego,  2nd  session  1820  and 
1st  session  1821 

Robinson,  Orville,  1834;  '36;  1  d,  1856 

Rice,  Arvin,  1838 

Richardson,  John  M,  1838 

Root,  Elias  1  d,  1862;  '65 

Rice,  Wm  H,  2  d,  1866-'7 

Richardson,  Alvin,  3  d,  1868 

Stoddard,  Israel,  Oneida-Oswego,  1822 

Storrs,  John,  Oneida-Oswego,  1st  session  1820 

Sweet,  Gouverneur  M,  2  d,  1884- '5 

Sage,  Chauncev  S,  3  d  1858;  '71-'2 

Steele,  Wm  H,'3  d,  1879;  2nd  d,  1880-'l 

Sanford,  Richard  K,  2  d,  1861 ;  '65 

Skinner,  Avery,  1832-'3 

Sidisbury,  Mason,  3  d,  1861 

Strong,  Alban,  1843- '4 

Severance,  Avery  W,  3  d,  1865 

Skelton,  Thomas,  1845 

Smith,  Nathan  B,  3  d,  1869 

Smith,  Luke  D,  2  d,  1850 

Sloane,  George  B,  1  d  1874;  '76-'7;  '79 

Selden,  Jacob  M,  2  d,  1855  (he  was  unseated  in  a 
contest  with  .\ndiew  S.  Warner,  March  8) 

Stranahan,  N  N,  1  d,  1890-'2 

Selleck,  W  H,  2  d,  1890-'2 

Turrill,  Joel,  1831 

Thayer,  Luuy,  1845-'() 

Taylor,  L  P,  1  d,  189(5- '8 

Woodrufte,  Theodore.  Oneida-Oswego,  1819 

Willi  .ms,  tieorge  E,  2  d,  1879 

Wilhams,  Henrv,  1826 

Wart,  Azariah,  2  d,  1854 

Warner,  .\ndrew  S,  2  d,  (seated  in  a  contest  in 
place  of  .Jacob  M  Selden  March  8)  1855;  '56 

Wolcctt,  John  J,  2  d,  1858 

Whitney's  Tavern.— In  1837  Judge  Whitney 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  Boyd  House  a 
frame  tavern  and  in  1851  Dr.  C.  D.  SneU  erected 
a  brick  structure  using  the  frame  jiart  for  a  wing. 
The  whole,  costing  §8,500  and  called  the  Empire 
House  aud  lilock,  was  burned  June  29,  186iS,  the 
jjroprietor  then  being  J.  D.  Taylor.  Earlier 
landlords  were  I.  L.  Dillenbeck,  L.  Millington 
and  C.  Tickner.  It  was  rebuilt  as  at  present  and 
reopened  as  the  Empire  House  March,  1867  by 
J.  B.  Taylor  and  George  Swanson.  Then  followed 
I.  B.  Gillson  aud  Capt.  David  Boyd,  the  latter 
giving  it  its  present  name.  F.  W.  Conklin  is  the 
present^  proprietor. 
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Hiirrowod  IMiutu, 

LEWIS  MILLEH. 


HAKHIKTT  E.  MILLEK 


Lewis  Miller,  the  fminiler  of  the  Miller  Spriug 
Wagon  Works  ami  iuxeutor  and  designer  of  that 
famous  wagon,  was  born  Sept.  2(5,  ls:)0,  in  Dorf 
Harste,  by  (littcngio,  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover, 
Germany.  When  IH  year.s  old  be  accompanied 
his  parents  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec,  thence 
going  by  steamer  to  Montreal  and  from  there  by 
canal  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  The  svnjeriuteudent  at  the 
emigrant  office  at  the  latter  jilace,  Emory  Mathews 
discovering  that  the  lad  was  master  of  both  the 
1  )utch  and  German  languages,  secured  his  services 
as  iuteri>reter  under  indenture  until  he  became  of 
age,  nuide  with  his  parents,  agreeing  to  jiay  them 
$.()();  whereupon  they  jiroceeded  to  Wiscon.sin. 
At  the  close  of  navigation,  the  same  year  (IWti), 
Mr.  Mathews  l>rought  him  to  Mexico,  where  he 
remained  in  the  family  of  Myron  Evarts,  Mr. 
Malhews'  brother-in-law, 
two  years,  attending 
.school  winter  terms  and 
doing  farm  work  the  rest 
of  the  year.  On  Apr.  1, 
181H,  he  was  api)renticeil 
to  Cyrus  TiUTiey,  wagon 
maker,  for  $iV)  andboai-d 
the  tir.st  year.  This  was 
doubled  the  second  year. 
The  third  year  he  worked 
for  Nims  &  Williamson 
under  instructions,  his 
.sidary  this  time  being 
again  douV)lcd.  On  J)ec. 
7,  l.S.V.;,  he  married  Har- 
riett Whitney  a  school 
mate.  He  bought  the 
residence  of  James  Tjaw 
at  the  comer  of  Main  and 
Wa.shington  streets  and 
lived  there  fifteen  years. 
Since  then  he  lias  occu- 
pied his  ])resent  residence 
which    he    pnrcliie-cd    of       Dntiwick  rii. 


the  Ames  estate.  Being  of  an  inquii-ing 
and  inventive  turn  of  mind,  and  industi'ious, 
lie  learned  all  of  the  branches  of  the  wag(m 
an<l  carriage  business,  and  the  year  after 
his  marriage  became  a  partner  of  Mr.  Nims. 
Nims  \-  MiUer's  shop  was  then  in  the  build- 
ing now  occupied  by  Herbert  Adams.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  Mr.  Miller 
was  turning  out  a  large  number  of  wngims 
of  all  sorts  some  of  which  are  still  in  use 
and  in  good  condition.  In  bS.")-l  he  bought 
the  old  ac:ulemy  building,  which  he  moved 
on  to  the  lot  now  occupied  by  Henry  Peu- 
tit'ld's  residence  where  it  was  jjerniitted  to 
stand  during  the  winter  on  t'ucks.  In  the 
spring  of  IS.').")  he  bought  the  lot  acro.ss  the 
street,  where  the  factory  still  stands,  of  Or- 
son Ames,  and  moved  the  old  building  on 
to  it,  converting  it  into  a  factory  and  secur- 
ing a  valuable  water  jiower  privilege.  The 
original  academy  was  three  stoi'ies  high. 
Mr.  Miller  cut  ort' the  lower  >-torv  and  built 
on  an  addition,  giving  the  whole  edifice  a 
uniform  height.  In  nuiking  the  sale  of  the 
old  academy,  the  bell  in  the  cupola  was 
forgotten  by  the  trustees,  one  of  whom 
aft<?r\vards  called  onMr.I\Iiller  and  suggested 
that  if  he  didn't  want  it  (the  latter  claiming 
title  to  it)  the  trusties  dia.  Mr.  Miller  returned 
the  bell.  In  1878  the  great  influx  of  cheap  fac- 
tory work  forced  down  prices  and  Mr.  Miller  with 
a  great  many  wagons  on  hand,  brought  his  inven 
tive  ability  to  l)ear  on  the  ditHculty,  and  produced 
the  eight  coil  spring  lumber  wagon.  He  secured 
the  patent  in  September,  ISltl,  and  formed  a  com- 
pany to  manufacture  it.  This  is  the  famous  Mil- 
ler spring  wagon,  hundreds  t)f  which  hav<>  been 
shipped  all  over  the  country,  whi<-h  is  now  lieing 
nianufa'tured  on  a  larger  .scale  than  ever  befon' 
by  Mr.  (ieorge  Cusack  who  succeeded  the  Miller 
Spring  Wagon  Company  as  owner  of  the  plant, 
Mr.  Miller,  industrious  for  one  of  his  years,  can 
be  found  nearly  every  day  around  the  works  tak- 
ing a  pardonable  i)ride  in  witnessing  the  (irogress 
of  the  industry  which  he  created. 


I.RWIS  MILLER'S  RESIDENCE. 
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1111.  FAMOLS  MILLIOU  sritl.NLl   WAGuN. 


The  Famous  Miller  Spring  Lumber  Wugon 
was  patented  Sejit.  1,  1891,  by  its  inventor,  Lewis 
Miller,  of  Mexico.  \.  Y. ,  whose  name  it  bears. 
This  wagon,  because  of  its  many  superior  (jualities 
readily  came  into  favor  and  n.se;  and  it  is  difflonlt 
today  to  .sell  any  other  wagon  in  comiietitiou  with 
the  Miller  spring  wagon.  The  following  are  a  few 
of  the  many  features  which  make  this  wagon  so 
popular:  It  has  four  half-eoil  springs  made  from 
the  best  crucible  steel  and  fully  tested  uider  each 
iiolster,  attached  to  the  axle  near  the  arm,  al-o  a 
spring  running  lengthwise  under  each  bolster  act- 
ing as  a  check-spring.  This  wagon  with  the 
springs,  i-i  lower  than  the  common  stiff- bolster 
wagon  without  springs.  The  bearing  coming 
close  to  the  arm  and  the  gearing  being  under  the 
axle,  makes  it  one  of  the  easiest  drawing  wagons 
knoW'U.  The  claim  is  made,  which  many  will 
verify,  that  one  fourth  more  can  be  drawn  on  a 
]MiUer  spring  wsigon  with  the  same  power  at- 
tiiched.  All  material  in  these  wagons  is  carefully 
examined  and  nothing  but  the  best  used.  .\11 
wide  rims  are  riveted  each  side  of  spoke.  The 
stakes  are  of  maleable  iron  rendering  them  very 
strong  as  well  as  tasty.  The  wagons  are  made  in 
sizes  ranging  from  eighteen  hundred  to  five  tons 
cai)aoity.  They  have  only  to  be  seen  to  be  ap- 
preciated and  used.     G.  B.  Cusack,  formerly  of 


Clifford,  N.  Y.,  came  to 
Mexico  in  October,  1901,  to 
t  ike  the  management  of 
the  manufacture  of  these 
wagons . 

Boylston    Tract    was    a 

.snl)-division  of  the  big  Mc- 
Cormick  and  Macomb  pur- 
chase ])atented  for  Samuel 
Ward  Dec.  18,  1792  and  con- 
tained 817,  bw  acres  in  .Tef- 
I  rsnn.  Lewis  and  the  nor- 
thern ])art  of  Oswego  coun- 
ties. The  jmrchase  was 
made  liv  Ward  as  an  iigent 
for  Thomas  Boylston.  That 
part  lying  in  Oswego 
county  was  reconveyed  to 
"  iter.     Bovlston    had     the 


Constable  four  years 
tract  surveyed  and  divided  into  the  foDowing 
townships:  Redtield  (the  north  jiart  of  the  present 
town  of  Kedtield),  .\rcadia  (the  south  part  of  Bed- 
field),  Canqjania  (now  Boylston),  Longinus  (now 
Orwell  I.  Bhodamont  (now  Sandy  Creek,  the  north 
part  of  Bichland  and  one  corner  of  Albion) 
and   ;\linos   (now   Ellisburgh,   Jeft'erson  county). 

Judge  Avery  Skinner  was  identified  in  the 
pioneer  history  of  Me.xico.  In  1822  he  .settled  at 
Union  Square  where  he  died  Xov.  24,  187(5.  He 
gave  the  place  its  name,  erected  the  first  tavern, 
established  a  mail  route,  was  appointed  the  first 
postmaster,  serving  until  his  death.  In  1831  and 
again  in  1S;^2  he  was  elected  member  of  assembly 
and  from  18:^8  to  1842  was  state  senator.  He  was 
also  county  treasurer  for  12  years  and  was  one  of 
the  judges  ia  the  county  court  for  11  years. 

Normal  Schools  of  the  State.  —  Albany, 
openeil  1844,  William .T.  MUne.  president;  Oswego, 
18(B,  I.  B.  Boucher,  jirincipal;  Brockport,  18(J7, 
D.  Eugene  Smith;  Fredonia,  18(18,  Fiancis  B. 
Palmer;  Cortland,  18(39,  Francis  J.  C!heney;  Pots- 
dam, 18(i!l,  Thomas  B.  Stowell;  Buffalo,  1871, 
James  M.  Cassetv;  Geneseo,  1871,  John  M.  Milne, 
New  Paltz,  ]S8(i,'  Frank  S.  Capen;  Oneonta,  1889, 
Percy  L.  Bugbee;  Plattsburg,  1890,  tJ.  K.  Haw- 
kins: Jamaica,  1897,  A.  C.  McLachlan. 


Fnim  I  iM  P]  int. 
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ASA   I>.  SA.MrsoN. 


Asa  Lewis  Sampson  was  born  ill  this  town 
December  13,  1828,  and  his  whole  life  w:is  passed 
in  this  immediate  vicinity.  He  has  been  inti- 
mately identified  with  the  prosperity  and  progi'ess 

of  this  eommnuity,  and  gave  his  best  etl'orts  to  its 
welfare.  He  died  at  his  own  home  Jan.  10,  1908, 
in  the  seventy -fifth  year  of  his  age.  His  father, 
( ieorge  Sam]ison,  was  a  native  of  MassachiLsetts 
and  died  in  tliis  town.  His  father  was  a  sub- 
stantial farmer,  and  in  the  intervals  of  gaining  a 
good  common  school  education  the  son  was  inureil 
to  the  same  honorable  pui-.suit.  He  tauglit  school 
winters  to  gain  funds  for  his  support  and  educa- 
tion. His  mother  Lucy  (Davis)  Samp.sou,  wa.s  a 
descendant  from  Puritan  stock. 

Mr.  Sampson  Wii.s  a  republican  in  ]iolit  cs  and 
lias  filUnl  many  positions  of  trust  and  re.sponsiliility 
in  town  and  county  and  always  jiroved  hiaiself 
fully  ciiual  to  every  position  in  which  he  was 
jilaced.  He  represented  this  town  in  the  board  of 
supervisors  for  ten  year.s,  and  was  chairman  of  tlie 
board  for  four  years.  He  was  one  of  the  mo.st  in- 
ilueutial  members  of  that   body.     He   was   first 


elected  supervisor  in  187f).  .\s  a  ]uiblic  officer  he 
WIS  etticient  and  devoti^d  to  the  interests  of  the 
t  iwn. 

He  was  fond  of  agricultural  pursuits  and  his 
life  was  largely  spent  on  the  tarni.  First  and 
last  he  stood  for  the  best  interests  of  the  fiirmer. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Oswego 
County  Firi"  Insurance  ('om]>any.  establi.shed  iu 
the  intero'.sts  of  tht>  gr.mge  and  whs  its  erticient 
secretary  for  twenty-five  years.  Intelligent  and 
practical,    he   was   never   given  to  jionip  and  dis- 


liiin-owt'il  riic.to.     1)K.  E.  S.  S.VMr.siiN. 

play.     Honest,  energetic  and  self   made,    lie   was 
always  strong  with  the  2)eo])le. 

He  was  a  warm  friend  of  Mexico  .\cademy,  and 
for  along  period  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  old 
board  of  trustees  of  that  institution.  In  early  life 
he  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  trustees  of  t'je 
historic  old  Pratthani  church,  the  site  of  whose 
place  of  worslii])  was  on  the  bleak  and  stony  hill 
just  west  of  I'rattvillc.  Since  the  dissolution  of 
the  old  church  Mr.  Sampson  attended  th<'  Presby- 


terian church  in  this  villi 


lliinwii  k.  I'liiJti 
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ige  of  whicli  he  was  a 
menil)er  and  one  of  the 
trustees  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Mr.  Sam|)son  was  mai- 
ried  to  l^lvira  H.  Porler 
iu  ].S.")2.  His  wife  died 
Sept.  1st,  18i)().  He  was 
the  father  of  eight  t^hiUl- 
ren,  two  of  whom,.\rthur 
L.and.\lfred  P., are  dead. 
The  surviving  childicn 
are  Ernest  S.,  William 
.\..  George  II.  and 
I'liarles  Iv.all  of  Mexico. 
N.  Y.,Orville  .\., of  Troy, 
I'a..  and  ^Iis.  Martha  D. 
Wilsim  of  Sliortsville,  X. 
V.  In  his  death  his 
ihildren  lose  a  fond,  in- 
dulgent father  and  the 
lown  loses  a  promini'iit 
citizen  who  will  long  I  e 
luissed  in  all  luisiness 
circles. 
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H<irro\v._ii  I'boto. 

(ililllillF,  H.  s.urrsiiN. 

Ernest  S.  Sampson,  M.  D.  was  boiu  iu  Mex- 
ic'O,  X.  Y.,  M:in-Li  ■!],  IS"]!-.  His  early  life  was 
spent  on  bis  father's  farm  near  Mexieo,  harjing  a 
gooil'y  pait  of  it  that  was  ilevoteil  to  ohtaining 
the  found  itii in  of  an  ediieatiou  iu  the  country 
selinol.  When  he  on^grew  the  common  school  he 
went  to  ^Icxico  ami  entered  the  a'-ademy,  gradu- 
ating from  that  institution  in  1.S77.  tSulisequently 
he  engaged  in  tea'  hing  during  the  wiuter  while 
iu  summer  he  was  employed  at  various  oeciij)a- 
tions  to  accumuliite  a  innd  to  aid  him  in  I  he 
further  ])rosecutiou  of  his  studies.  He  had  lie- 
i-ome  in.spired  with  the  idea  of  a  j)iofessional  life, 
and  it  was  to  this  end  that  be  liliored  and  studied. 
In  the  fall  of  IfSTT  he  went  to  Aurora,  111,  and 
entered  the  fffiee  of  I'r.  Aimer  Hard,  apiominent 
)phy^ieian  and  former  army  surgeon  of  high  stand- 
ing. About  a  year  later  he  returned  to  Mexico 
and  resumed  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
(ieorge  1*.  .Tohnsoii.  In  1. SSI)  he  entered  the  .Al- 
bany Midieal  t'ollege  obtaining  the  degree  of 
M.  J),  in  1SN2  Thus  he  prepared  himself  for 
a  prefessicmid  life  in  which  he  has  achieved  sub- 


stantial .success.  Dr.  Sampson  was  the  son  of 
Asa  L.  Sampson  and  was  the  second  of  a  family 
of  eight  children.  He  practiced  medicine 
in  North  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  from  1882  until  the  fall 
(it  1S99  when  he  moved  liack  to  Mexico,  N.  Y., 
where  he  now  resides.  In  Augu.st,  189.5,  Dr. 
Sam])sou  married  Miss  Ruth  Tompkins,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  EniilyTompkins,  then  of  Cigarville, 
N.  Y.  They  now  have  four  children,  Euth  Emily, 
Ralph  Everet,  ISIariou  Elvira  and  Marl  ha  Bessie. 
Dr.    Sampson    is  a  member  of  the  Onondaga  Co. 


Dilliwirk,  riliitu 
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Haii.iw.il  riiDlo.    (;HAULIiS  E.  SAMPSUX. 

Medical  Society,  has  been  health  physician  sev- 
eral terms,  and  active  in  republican  politics  in  the 
northern  part  of  Onondaga  county.  He  is  a  Past 
Masler  in  the  Masonic  order  and  is  now  a  member 
of  Mexico  Lodge,  Xo  bS(i.  He  is  now  the  acting 
Xoble  Grand  iu  Orient  Lodge  No.  168,  I.  O,  O. 
F.,  and  cxamin  ng  physician  in  Mexico  Tent  of 
^laocabees  Xo  T.'I.  iJr.  Sampson  is  also  inter- 
ested in  music,  ha.s  sung  in  a  number  of  choirs 
and  is  now  tlie  leader  of  the  Methodist  choir.  His 
residence  i<  on  AVashnigton  street,  Mexico,   N.  Y. 

George  Hayden  Sampson,  who  is  one  of  the 

popular  an<l  most  experi- 
enced mail  clerks  on  the 
X'orthern  New  Y^ork  rail- 
way postal  lines,  has  his 
home  in  Mexico.  On  a 
farm  in  this  town  he  was 
born  July  17,  18(it),  and 
was  educated  in  the  Mex- 
ico academy,  he  like  all 
farmer  boys,  having  had 
the  experience  of  farm 
work  in  his  youth.  On 
.Tan.  2,  18.S4,  he  was  a[)- 
jioiuted  postal  clerk  be- 
tween Ogdensburg  and 
Rome.  Two  year-  later, 
.bm.  7,  ISSi;,  he  niitrried 
llattie  R.  House.  After 
running  over  the  long 
railway  mail  route  ujion 
which  he  was  first  placed 
for  some  time  his  trips 
were  changed  so  that  now 
he    is    running  between 
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Utica  and  Mas-.sena  Springs.  'Sir.  Sampson's  sec- 
ond wife  to  whom  lie  was  married  Sept.  2(i.  1901, 
was  Miss  Minnie  C.  Drake.  His  thiee  ehi'dren, 
all  by  his  first  wife,  are  Harold,  Koy  and  Mildreil. 
Mr.  Sampson  is  a  menilier  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
of  Mexico. 

Charles  E.  Sampson,  the  youngest  of  the 
sons  of  the  late  Asa  L.  Sampson  now  living,  and 
the  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Mexico  Jidy  27,  18(14.  After 
leaving  .sehool — the  Mexico  academy — he  taught 
for  awhile  in  various  districts  in  this  and  Jett'erson 
counties.  Then,  njion  his  father's  death  he  came 
into  jiossession  of  the  old  homestead  which  dates 
back  in  the  I'anuly  to  his  grandfather.  This  is  one 
of  the  best  dairy  farms  in  this  locality,  which  is 
being  improved  by  Mr.  Samjison.  Here  is  located 
one  of  the  famed  sugar  bushes  the  product  of 
which  is  annually  sold  in  the  highest  priced  mar- 
kets. Mr.  Sampson  is  a 
member  of  the  Masons 
and  Odd  Fellows. 

The  First  Banking 
Venture  in  Mexico  was 
that  of  O.  H.  Whitney, 
who  was  succeeded  by 
Cyrvis  Whitney  A:  Tim- 
othy W.  Skinner.  In  bSf).") 
S'one,  Ames  Ar  Co.  locat- 
ed a  bank  in  the  upper 
part  of  (leo.  W.  Stone's 
building.  They  were 
suec  eded  by  Chandler  A' 
.\nies  who  in  turn  were 
succeedi-d  by  T.uther  H. 
Co  n  k  1  i  n.  (ieoi-ge  (i. 
French  afterwards  i-ame 
from  tbe  Second  Xational 
bank  at  (  Kswe,"  and  ojieii- 
ed  a  private  bank.  .\1I 
of  these  ventures  weie  ut 
last  wound  up. 


W.  H.  Penfield,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  un- 
dertakers in  this  part  of  the  county,  was  born  in 
Mexico.  Mar.  :W.  1.S41.  His  father,  William  Pen- 
tield,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  came  here  from  Con- 
necticut about  1837  or  '38  and  for  several  years  in 
company  with  his  brother  manufactured  stage 
coaches  which  was  a  jiromiueut  industry  in  the 
village,  these  coaches  being  sold  in  all  sections  of 
the  country.  He  died  in  bs;)4.  W.  H.  Penfield 
attending  school  at  Mexico,  worked  in  the  shop 
until  about  ISlitl,  excepting  tlie  time  he  was  in  the 
army,  when  he  was  appointed  the  Mexi'  o  agent 
for  the  .\merican  express  comjiany,  a  po-^itiou  he 
held  for  about  28  yeai's;  at  the  same  time  running 
till'  lius  line  to  and  from  the  railroad  station.  In 
1S77  he  bought  out  the  luidertakiag  business  of 
William  Ely. 

In  ]8t!('i  he  opened  the  first  coal  yard  in  the  vil- 
lage, a  bu.siness  which  he  conducted  during  the 
time  he  was  express  agent  and  which  he  disposed 
of  to  Earl  Taylor.  After  occupying  several 
locations  in  the  village  he  moved  his  undertaking 
b\isiness  into  the  l>uilding  which  he  erected  for 
that  imri)Ose  on  the  Wayne  street  lot  adjoining 
his  residence.  He  procured  new  hearses  and 
wagons  of  modern  make  and  a  full  line  of  the  best 
etpiipments.  He  is  a  practical  embalmer  with  an 
exi)erience  of  2.5  years.  The  building  with  its 
large  store  and  ware  rooms  is  esjiecially  iulapted 
to  the  needs  of  his  business,  jlr.  I'enlield  is  a 
member  of  Melzar  Richards  Post,  (i.  .\.  R.,  hav- 
ing served  two  years  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  as 
a  musician.  He  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  vil- 
lage two  or  three  years. 

The  First  Regular  Hotel  in  Mexico  village 
was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  Mexico  House  by 
^latthius  Whitney  in  1823,  and  was  succeeded  by 
a  better  building  which  Wiis  burned  .July  22,  18(U, 
while  being  conducted  by  Albin  Meyers.  Pre- 
vious to  the  latter  the  landlords  were  A.  S.  Cham- 
berlin,  Chamberlin  A-  Robbins  and  J.  R.  Taylor. 
The  hotel  was  rebuilt  in  18(i.")  and  ren])ened  by 
Ira  Biddlecome,  landlord  who  in  IMSli  was  follow- 
ed by  J.  B.  Davis.  In  January,  18(17  it  pas.sed 
into  the  hands  of  (!.  S  jMayo,  whose  name  it  bore 
several  venrs. 


Mi 
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I, El  i|fi;E  II.  HABCUCK. 

George  D.  Babcock,  whose  home  is  in  Mexi- 
co but  who  is  attached  in  an  official  capacity  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  this  state  with 
headquarters  at  Allianv,  is  a  lifelong  democrat,  a 
man  whose  life  has  been  active  and  who  has  been 
considerably  well  known  iu  the  political  art'airs  of 
Northern  New  York.  'Sir.  Babcock  was  a  personal 
friend  of  the  late  (iov.  Roswell  P.  Flower,  but  his 
fidelity  to  public  service  has  been  recognized  by 
others  than  Mr.  Flower.  Under  Gov.  Hill  he  re- 
ceived an  appointment  placing  him  in  the  state 
forestry  department,  where  after  a  year's  .service 
he  resigned  to  accept  his  pre.seut  position  in  the 
department  which  was  then  in  charje  of  J.  K. 
Brown.  When  F.  C  Schrauband  afterwards  Mr. 
C.  A  Weitiug  wasmadeCommissiouerof  .\gricul- 
ture,  though  the  latter  was  a  republican  Mr.  Bab- 
cock was  retained  by  both 
commissioners.  The  duty 
imposed  upon  him  is  that 
of  seeing  that  the  agi'ictd- 
tural  laws  are  enforced. 
1  )uring  President  Cleve- 
l;iud's  first  term  .Mr.Bab- 
cock  .served  as  postmaster 
of  Mexico.  Before  his 
removal  to  this  village 
he  was  easjaged  in  mer- 
cantile life  in  Watertown. 
Afterward-;, for  ten  years, 
he  in  company  with  his 
lirotLer,  H.  H.  Balicock, 
manufactured  pumps  in 
tiiat  city,  an  industry 
whicli  tlie  former  con- 
tiuued  for  some  years  in 
the  vilLigi.  .\inongotl:er 
]iulihc  positions  whicli 
have  lieen  tilled  liy  Mr. 
Babcock  are  those  of 
village  trustee  and  as- 
se.ssor.  In  May,  18(51, be 
married    Miss    Marv    E.       Dunwiik.  I'iiutu. 


O'Neill.     By  this  marriage   there   were  live  chil- 
dren, all  living. 

Mr.  Babcock  is  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  Epis- 
coi^al  church  of  this  village  and  is  one  of  its  most 
active  members 

District  Attorneys. — This  office  was  created 
througliout  the  state  Apr.  i,  1801,  there  lieing 
seven  districts,  regardless  of  county  lines.  By  an 
act  of  A])r.  1S18,  each  county  was  given  a  separ- 
ate district  attorney.  Prior  to  1801,  by  an  act  of 
Fell.  12,  1796,  seven  deputies  of  the  attorney 
geuei'al,  each  assigned  to  a  district,  served  in  that 
capacity.  Tlie  incumbents  in  (Jswego  county  and 
dates  beginning  their  terms  or  years  they  served : — 
.Tames  F.  Wright,  Oswego,  Ajir.  17,  IS'iO;  Samuel 
B.  Beach,  Oswego,  Feb.  19,  182  I ;  David  P.  Brew 
ster,  Oswego,  1829-H;");  Aliraham  P.  Grant,  Oswego, 
l,s36-'40;  Orville  Robinson,  Mexico,  1841-'2;  Le- 
auder  Babcock,  Oswego,  IS^S-'-l;  Wm.  Duer,  Os- 
wego, 18i5-'6;  Ransom  H.  Tyler,  Fulton,  June, 
18i7-'o0;  John  B.  Higgins,  Oswego,  1851-';^; 
Archibald  N.  Ludington,  Fulton,  18")4-'6;  John  C. 
Churchill,  Oswego,  lS57-'9;  George  G.  French, 
Mexico,  18G(l-'2;  William  H.  Baker,  Const jntia, 
1863-'.5;  app.  vice  Huntington  resigned  186(); 
elected  and  served  1867  '9:  Sylvanus  C.  Hunting- 
ton, Pulaski,  18t)()  (served  only  a  few  months  and 
resigned) ;  Newton  W.  Nutting,  Oswego.  lS70-'2; 
John  J.  Lamoree,  Oswego,  1873-'8;  Beajamin  F. 
Chase,  Oswego,  1879-'81:  Nathan  B.  Smith,  Pu- 
laski, 1882-'!:  Sheldon  B.  Mead.  Fulton.  188.5-'7: 
Merrick  Stowell,  Oswego,  1888-'90:  Charles  W. 
Avery,  Phrenix,  1891-';!;  Nevada  N.  Stranahan, 
Fulton,  1894-'6;  Udelle  Bartlett,  Sandv  Creek, 
1897-1902 ;  Wm.  P..  Baker,  Oswego,  1908— present 
incumbent. 

First  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  first  jurv' 
district  Oswego  county,  wjis  held  at  the  school 
house  in  the  village  of  Mexico.  Peter  D.  Hugu- 
nin  and  Edmund  Hawks  were  presiding  judges 
aud  Daniel  Hawks,  jr..  was  assistant  judge.  Lu- 
ther Badger,  Abraham  \'an  Vosburgh,  .fohn  Grant, 
jr..  and  Thomas  French  were  admitted  to  practice 
law;  the  first  lawyers  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
new  county. 
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Jerome  E.  Baker,  the  street  coiuiiiissiouer  of 
the  village  of  Mexico,  was  boru  in  the  town  of 
Onondaga,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  8,  18.^4, 
his  home  heing  near  the  city  of  Syracuse.  His 
parents,  William  Z.  and  .\urilla  .\nianda  Baker, 
were  prosperous  Vermont  pe  pic.  In  1S.")9  they 
move  to  Butterfly,  Oswego  Co.  In  1867  and  '(iS 
Jerome  Baker  attended  the  Mexico  »cademy  and 
upon  leaving  school  went  away  from  home  to  learn 
trade.  .\  short  time  after  he  began  manufactur- 
ing, a  business  he  has  engaged  in  for  some  years. 
On  Oct.  22,  1HT2,  he  married  Nellie  .)..  the  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  and  ^Nlalitta  A'aleutinc,  of  the  town 
of  New  Haven,  Oswego  Co.,  a  union  which  is 
blessed  with  two  children.  May  and  Frank,  both 
students  at  the  Syracuse  University.  The  follow 
ing  year,  187^5,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  t  .ok  up  their 
home  at  (Ireeuwood.  Mo.,  going  to  Fulton,  N. 
Y..  to  live  in  187-1  and  in  1S7(!  to  Hudson,  Mich., 
In  1881  they  took  u). 
their  residence  in  Paler- 
mo, N.\'  ,and  lived  there 
until  1884  wheu  lie  rc- 
t'lrm  d  to  Mexico,  where 
he  has  resided  ever  since. 
Mr.  Baker,  a  demociat, 
]>rominent  in  the  Cleve- 
land wing  of  the  party, 
is  a  nu'iiiber  of  the 
democratic  county  com 
niittee,  a  post  he  has  < c- 
V  i]iied  with  credit  to 
himself  and  party  since 
I88f>,  except  during  an 
interval  of  two  years.  He 
has  been  active  as  :i 
delegate  at  state  and 
countv  conventions. 
From'lH,S7  to  IHHH  he  was 
ileputy  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Pott  Ontario  and 
iu  •Inly,  1895,  was  ap 
pointed     jiostniaster     of 


Mexico  by  Pi-esident  Cleveland,  an  office  he  held 
four  years.  Mr.  Baker  has  always  been  a  zciJous 
supporter  of  village  improvements  and  as  street 
commis-sioner  where  heisserving  theseeond  term, 
has  aimed  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  maintiining 
gold  streets  for  w  hicli  Mexico  is  noted.  He  served 
as  village  president  iu  IHOI  but  declined  a  second 
tiTm,  and  the  following  year  served  as  \illage 
trustee,  apjiointed  to  till  t'le  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Osboru.  Mr.  Baker  erect- 
ed the  i>ost  office  building  and  that  occupied  by 
the  Aieopagus  club  in  l.S!)7.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  that  club  and  a  n.ember  of  the  Mexico 
Lodge  No.  1:^5,  F.  cV'  A.  M. 

Chicken  Served  in  the  most  appetizing  way: — 
Three  pints  of  cold  lioiled  chicken,  three  hard 
boiled  eggs,  three  heaping  tablespoonsful  of  flour 
that  has  been  browned  in  the  oven,  half  a  pint  of 
chicken  stock,  one  pint  of  good  rich  milk,  one 
w'ne  glass  of  Msuleira,  one  even  teaspoonful  of 
salt,  a  pinch  of  cayenne  pepper,  one  half  tea- 
sjioonful  of  mace  and  one  cuj)  of  butter.  Mince 
the  chicken  tine,  ml)  the  eggs  through  a  tine  seive. 
melt  the  butter  in  a  large  stew  ])aii  and  a<lil  the 
Hour.  Next  add  the  stock  and  milk  which  has 
been  scalded,  then  the  chicken  in  which  all  the 
se.isoning  has  Ijeen  well  mixed  and  the  eggs;  cook 
slowly  half  an  hour  on  the  back  of  stove.  .Fust 
before  serving  add  the  wine.  This  is  to  be  served 
on  brown  toast  and  will  serve  twenty  persons. 

Trout  Delicious  is  the  iiro])er  term  for  serv- 
ing as  follows: — Dress  half  a  dozen  brook  trout, 
weighing  about  four  ounces  each,  without  des- 
troying sha])e.  Fill  with  a  fish  force-meat  and 
secure  the  slit  made  in  dressing.  Brush  over 
with  melted  butter  or  with  oli\e  oil,  pieces  of 
jiaper  and  put  a  \ery  thin  shaving  of  salt  pork  in 
the  center  of  each,  w  th  a  trout  above  it,  dust  with 
salt  and  jiepper,  then  fold  and  fasten  it  closely 
with  a  string.  Bake  about  twenty  minutes  in  a 
slow  o\en,  remo\e  the  string  and  serve  in  the 
I>apers,  serve  at  the  same  time  Hollandaise, 
Lechamel  or  tomato  sauce.  Other  fish  may  be 
cooked  in  the  same  inannsr. 


Kiiiiwi.k.  I'lioK 


.IKKOMIO   ll.\Ki;i{S    HKSI  DKNCK. 


"GKIP'S"  HISTORICAL  SOUVENIE   OF  MEXICO. 


67 


Borrowed  Photo. 

BENJAMIN  S.  STONE. 

B.  S.  Stone  &  Co. — There  is  no  I'lie  who  has 
for  so  many  consei-ntive  years  been  a  resident  of 
this  village  as  B.  S.  Stone,  and  probably  no  man 
in  Oswego  county  whose  business  career  goes 
back  as  far,  and  there  are  few  who  have  been  more 
highly  respected  for  sterling  worth  and  unques- 
tioned integrity.  ;\Ir.  Stone  was  born  in  Brid- 
port,  Vermont,  Mar.  2t!,  1821,  and  cameto  Mexico 
with  his  parents,  Isaac  and  Lydia  Stone,  who 
made  the  journey  by  wagon  with  their  six  child 
ran,  of  whom  Benjamin  was  the  fourth,  in  the  tall 
of  ]82ti.  Reared  on  a  farm,  with  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  that  tQat  implied  in  those 
days,  with  little  oppor- 
tunity to  gratify  his  desu-e 
for  an  education,  at  the 
age  of  s  venleen  he  en- 
tered upon  a  clerkship  in 
the  general  store  of  Peter 
Chandler,  ihe  merchant 
prince  of  the  town,  with 
whom  he  remained  until 
that  gentleman's  retire- 
ment iu  1843,  from  the 
busin.ss,  S.  H.  ct  B.  S, 
Stone  succeeiling  him. 
In  1857  this  partnership 
was  dissolved,  and  B.  S. 
Stone  and  S.  A  Tulh  r 
engaged  in  the  hardware 
and  stove  trade  iu  the  old 
town  hall  building  which 
stood  on  the  corner  now 
occupied  by  R.  T.  Simp- 
son's store.  In  18()'2 
their  building  burned 
and    they     bought    the 


store  standing  where  the  present  budding  of  B. 
S.  Stoua  &  Co.  does.  Mr.  Tuller  withdrew^ 
after  the  fire  of  1864,  which  tuined  them,  as  well 
as  every  other  bu.siness  on  the  south  side,  into  the 
street.  In  18G5  the  store  was  rebuilt  and  J.  R. 
Stone,  a  younger  brother,  took  an  interset  iu  the 
business,  his  death  in  18(;8  dissolving  the  firm  of 
B.  &  J.  Stone.  Later  the  firm  became  B.  S.  Stone 
it  Co.,  Edward  T.  Stone,  the  present  proin-ietor, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  the  business,  which  he 
has  snccessfully  nraiaged  for  many  years.  In 
1882  fire  again  Imrued  the  firji  out,  and  the  same 
year  the  present  building  was  erected. 

In  bSICi  Mr.  Stone  married  Sarah  E.  Cluster, 
and  they  beg  n  housekeeping  in  the  little  hou-^e 
on  Church  street  now  occujiied  by  Elon  Van 
Sickle,  which  then  stood  wheie  E.  L.  Hunt  ng- 
ton's  tine  resident  e  is.  In  1850  he  built  and 
moved  into  the  house  on  Spring  street  which  has 
since  been  the  family  homestead.  He  has  four 
sons  living:  Wirlter  C,  proprietor  of  the  Advance 
Journal,  Camden,  N.  Y. ;  Edward  T.,  of  B.  S. 
Stone  At  Co. ;  Dr.  William  G.,  of  Moutclau-,  N.  .T. ; 
and  Rev.  Carlos  H.,  Ph.  I).,  proprietor  of  Corn- 
wall Heights  school,  Cornwidl-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 
His  W'fe  died  in  1861  and  two  years  later  he  mar- 
ried Mr.».  Ellen  S.  Boyle,  who  died  in  18115.  Mr. 
Stone  has  never  been  active  in  politics,  though  a 
staunch  republican  since  the  organization  of  the 
party,  but  has  been  called  to  many  positions  of 
honor  and  imblic  trust.  A  member  of  the  Pres- 
l)yterian  church  since  young  manhood,  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  tru.stees,  and  for  many  jears  one  of 
the  session.  A  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Mexico  Academy  for  over  fifty  years  and  presi- 
dent for  nearly  twenty,  he  was  mo.st  prominent  iu 
the  erection  of  the  present  building,  eslimatuig 
its  cost,  and  what  is  noteworthy  in  these  days, 
completed  it  within  the  estimate.  He  has  several 
timei  served  as  village  trustee,  and  for  thirty 
years  was  jirominently  identified  with  Ihe  Mexi<-o 
Cemetery  association.  He  was  from  iis  founda- 
tion a  trustee  of  the  Oswego  County  Savings 
Bank  and  for  many  years  one  of  its  vice  ))resi- 
dents.  Always  an  active,  energetic  man.  in  April, 
18!)'.»,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  w  hich  atl'ected 
the  right  side,  i-endering  him  comparatively  help- 
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less;  but  nientaliy  lie  is  clear  headed  and  maiii- 
tains  his  iutei-est  in  the  current  events  of  the  day. 
in  spite  of  his  eighty -two  years,  with  as  much  /.est 
as  many  a  younger  man. 

Edward  T.  Stone  was  horn  in  Jlexico  April  2'^, 
1853.  His  education  was  accjuired  in  theconimou 
schools  and  Mexico  .\cademy,  and  at  an  early  age 
he  beeuiiie  salesman  in  his  lather's  stole.  Latrr 
he  had  an  interest  in  the  linn,  and  finally  hecame 
sole  proprietor,  idthough  retaining  the  old  well 
known  drni  name.  In  IH".")  he  married  Nettie 
Warren,  and  they  have  three  sons:  Rev.  Warreu 
S.,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  Le  Roy, 
X.  Y. ;  Chester  T.  and  Donald  E.  in  .school.  Mr, 
Stone  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  of  Mexico  Lodge  Xo. 
\m,  F.  A'  A.  M. 

Samuel  Hubbard  Stone  was  lioni  in  Bridg- 
port,  Vt.,  Marcli  (i,  bSlS.  He  was  the  oldest  of 
twelve  children,  and  in  IH^iii  the  family  emigrated 
overland.  It  was  their 
original  intention  to  go 
faither  west, but  .stopping 
in  Mexico  en  route,  they 
located  there  permanent- 
ly. Mr.  Stone's  mother 
was  a  delicat*"  woman  of 
sweet  and  gentle  nature, 
whose  religions  faith  ami 
t  e  in  pcram  e  n  t  we  le 
strongly  developed. 
From  her  he  took  the 
strong  element  of  ('hrist- 
ian  faith  which  pervaded 
Ins  life.  From  his  fathei-, 
Isaac  Stone,  lie  doulitleKs 
ioherited  the  more  rugged 
(juidities  which  enalileil 
liim  to  meet  the  necessity 
of  making  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  When  but 
a  boy  of  fifteen  he  ob- 
laiiied  a  position  in  llie 
store  of  Starr  CfirU  niiil 
started  upon  the oommer  ,,  .,,,,. 
Clal     career     which      he  sTEVKXS  riKoTHKlW 


followed  for  over  half  a 
century.  After  a  few 
years  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  for  Mr.  Clark, he  at- 
tended Mexico  academy 
f  r  a  sjiort  course  of 
study.  Soon  after  leav- 
ing school  he  obtained  a 
position  in  the  store  of 
Peter  Chandler,  then  the 
leading  bu«iuess  man  and 
c;i|iitalist  in  this  region. 
Here  his  fiithfiil,  tner- 
geti'i  industry  aiid  keen 
li  siness  ability  soon 
made  him  a  favorite  with 
hi -employer,  whose  ati'ec- 
tion  and  contideiice  he 
retained  thrfiughont  Mr. 
Chandler's  life.  Mr.Stone 
was  made  one  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of  Mr.Chandler's 
will.  In  184;!  S.  H.  and 
B.  S.  Stone  bought  out 
^Ir.  Chandler  andS.  H.  Stone  earned  on  the  same 
busuiess  in  the  same  i^lace  for  many  years  and  was 
still  intt  rested  in  it,  as  conducted  by  his  brother, 
(ieorge  W   Stone,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  leading  trait  of  Mr.  Stone's  character  was 
uncompromising  honesty.  He  hiul  no  patience 
with  underhanded  methods  and  was  intolerant 
of  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  line  of  truth. 
This  will  explain  the  biting,  sarcastic  epigrams 
which  h  J  applied  to  anyone  whom  he  su.S|)eeted  of 
trickery.  The  public  appreciation  of  his  own 
worth  in  this  respect  was  shown  by  the  many 
liositions  of  trust  which  he  oc<-upied.  At  the  age 
of  thirty  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Oswego 
county,  holding  the  office  during  two  terms.  He 
was  also  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Levi  Down- 
ing, and  his  counsel  was  sought  by  maQV  who  had 
contidence  in  him  as  a  business  man.  For  over 
thirty  ye.uM  he  wius  treasurer  of  the  Bo  ird  of 
Trustees  of  Mexico  Academy,  an  institution  in 
which  he  was   alwavs  warmlv  interested,  and  for 
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whose  liehalf  he  freely  speut  his  time  and  money, 
being  one  of  the  largest  contributors  towards  the 
erection  of  the  joresent  academy  buildmg.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  and  lilteral  contril)utor 
of  the  Presbyteri  m  church  of  Mexico  for  more 
than  tifty  years.  Personally  he  was  a  man  of  strong 
friendships  and  strong  prejudices;  generous  im- 
pulses, quick  intuitit)us  and  accurate  in  his  judg- 
ment of  human  nature.  He  told  a  story  well,  had 
a  kecQ  sense  of  humor  and  greatly  enjoyed  the 
sociid  sitie  of  life. 

No  sketch  of  Mr.  Stone's  career,  however,  can 
lie  complete  without  mention  of  his  wife,  to  whose 
I'are  jii<lgment,  discretion  and  prudence  he  always 
and  jjroudly  attributed  much  of  what  success  he 
enjoyed.  She  was  Rhoda  Ann,  eldest  daughter 
of  Sophronia  Kellogg  and  Luke  Butterfield.  She 
was  born  in  1821,  on  a  farm  east  of  the  village  and 
lived  always  in  Mexico.  Her  father  died  when 
she  was  six  years  old;  and  when  at  the  nge  of  iif 
teen  she  was  also  left  motherless,  she  cared  for 
the  younger  members  of  the  family,  sustaining  to 
them  the  part  of  a  mother  as  well  as  sister  and 
housekeeper.  The  following  years  were  sjient  in 
the  family  of  her  maternal  grandparents,    Martin 


aod  Rhoda  Smith  Kellogg, 
and  assistance  of  her 
uncle,  the  late  Rev.  Lewis 
Kellogg,  she  received  an 
excellt  lit  education,  com- 
pleting it  at  the  Emma 
Willard  school  in  Troy, 
ami  at  the  college  in  con- 
nection with  her  teaching 
at  Oberlia,  Ohio.  She 
taught  succesfidly  for 
several  yeaisaiid  m-TuiH'. 
1814,  was  married  to  Mr. 
Stoue.  Their  life  to- 
gethtrwas  one  ol  mutual 
confidence  and  happi- 
ness and  their  home  was 
crowned  with  a  broad 
spirit  of  hospitality  en- 
joyed by  many  who  will 
still  recall  their  loyalty 
and  strong  attachment  to 


Throngli  the  interest 


their  friends,  a  trait  very 
prominent  in  them  both. 
Mrs.  Stone  was  an  active 
and   devoted   member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 
\  woman  of  strong  char- 
acter,broad  and  consider- 
ate  charity;     even,    coed 
anil  gentle  in  her  temper 
and  judgment  of  others. 
II    was  a  great  joy  to  her 
that  in  later  life  she  was 
able,   to  some    extent   to 
minisler    to     those    who 
had  in  the  trials  and  sad- 
ness   which    tinged    her 
girlhood    days,    contrib- 
uted    so    geuerou-ly    of 
sympathy   and  the  guid- 
ance   of    her   education. 
;\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Stone  had 
four     children,     two     of 
whom     preceded      theu' 
mother   in  the  last  silent 
journey.     Those  remain- 
ing are  Charles  L.  Stone  of  Syracuse,    N.  Y.,  and 
Mrs.F.H.  Peck,  of  Utioa,N.Y.   They  count  as  their 
chief  blessing  the  heritage  of  such  parents  and  re- 
joice to  know  that  their  declining  years  were  made 
liright  by  the  devoted  love    and    appreciation   of 
their   children.     Both  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Stone  were 
permitted   to   live   to  the  end  in  the  home  they 
loved  so  well.     Mr.  Stone  died  Jan.  2(1,  1887,  and 
Mr-i.    Stone   followed   him  on   the  13th  of  June, 
18H2,  at  I  he  family  residence  in  Church  street. 

The  Old  Postoffice  Comer,     now     Ballard's 

store,  was  for  a  long  time  the  gathering  place  of 
men  of  all  jiarties  and  creeds  who  sto<id  in  groups 
discussing  events  of  the  day,  waiting  for  the  eve- 
ning mail.  This  was  during  .stirring  times  lead- 
ing uj)  to  the  war  of  '61.  There  gathered  the 
hard  shells  and  soft  shells,  the  hunkers  and  barn 
burners,  the  silver  greys  and  the  abolitionists. 
The  chief  actors  in  these  discussions  were  the 
racy  Downing,  the  suave  Smith,  the  ipiiet  Butler 
(the  postmaster),  the  positive  Bowen,  the  witty 
])ayton,  the  Pecks,  the  Conklins  and  the  Whit- 
nevs. 
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Dr.  H.  W.  Whitney,  the  well  luowu  autl  suc- 
cessful ilenti-t  of  this  village,  was  born  iu  Mexico, 
■Tuly  17,  lS7:i,  and  in  l.Silf)  was  ^fraduated  at  the 
niilitan-  school  which  was  then  being  conducted 
iu  connection  with  the  Mexico  academy.  The 
next  year  he  entered  dentistry  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  a  capaVJe  dentist  where  he  obtained  the 
experience  connected  ■(vith  an  extended  jiractice 
covering  a  period  of  four  or  five  years.  Then  he 
took  a  cour.se  in  one  of  the  leading  dental  institu- 
tions in  the  country,  the  College  of  Dentjl  Sur- 
gery at  Bnrtalo,  X.  Y  ,  where  in  May,  1901,  he 
received  his  diploma.  Coming  to  Mexico  he 
o])eued  an  oHice  in  the  Dobson  building  which  he 
fitted  up  in  approiiriate  style  and  where,  eipiipped 
to  carry  on  the  practice  in  a  .successful  manner,  in 
June,  UtOl,  be  licgan  a  business  that  has  since 
steadily  increased.  On  Aug.  fi,  1002,  he  married 
Mary  ^I.  Sandhovel  of  ^Mexico,  a  graduate  of 
tlie  Syracuse  University  and  for  some  time  a  pop- 
uliir  teacher  in  the  Mexico  academy. 

Dr.  Whitney  is  descended  from  a  family 
whicli  came  to  Mexico  early  in  the  s 'ttlement  of 
the  town  and  his  father,  (ieorge  B.  Whilucy,  w,.s 
among  the  large  wool  growers  who  flourished  hei'e 
years  ago.  His  griindfather,  James  K.  Whitney, 
was  a  brother  of  Judsfe  Whitney,  a  distinguished 
juri.st  of  Oswego  county  iii;niy  years  ;ic;n. 


Original  Owners  of  Mexico  village. — This 
thriving  village  stands  on  ground  which  was  for- 
merly the  site  of  five  or  six  large  and  jiroduetive 
farms.  That  part  of  the  village  l.ving  east  of  Sal- 
mon Creek  and  known  as  the  east  hill,  was  largely 
onned  by  Peter  Chandler,  Phiueas  Davis,  sr  ,  and 
Dr.  C.  D.  Snell.  That  part  of  the  village  south 
of  Main  street, through  which  Chnrch,SonthJetter- 
son  and  Washington  streets  run,  was  known  as 
the  Butler  farm  and  wius  cut  up  into  village  lots 
by  Nathaniel  Butler,  Orville  Kobin.son  and  Luther 
S.  Conklin.  That  portion  north  of  Main  street 
frt>m  the  Boyd  Himse  and  Webb  Block  northerly 
to  the  railroad  dejiot  and  northwesterly  to  Mill 
street,  was  once  the  large  farm  of  John  .\mes  and 
afterwards  owned  by  Calvin  (ioodwin  and  Dr. 
Benjamin  L.  Bowen.  Tlirough  the  old  farm  now 
run  North  Jefterson,  Fayette,  Clinton,  Cemetery 
and  Uailroad  streets.  .\  large  portion  of  the  vil- 
lage west  of  Black  Creek  originally  comi)rLse(l  the 
farms  of  John  Howard,  Leonard  -\mes,  sr,  Veeder 
Green,  Shubal  .\lfred,  Norman  Jones  and  Orson 
Ames. 

The  State  Road  from  Onondaga  Hill  to  Ox 
Creek  and  Oswego  was  put  through  this  county 
in  1S07.  It  was  six  rods  wide.  The  Rome  an<l 
Oswego    plank    road  was  completed  to  the  latter 

place  111   ISIS. 
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li    \V.  PclNDS  STcilfi:. 


Herbert  H.  Dobson  was  burn  in  Coxsackie, 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  25,  1840.  His  father, 
William  Dobson,  was  for  years  a  conspicuous 
river  cajjtaia  on  the  Hudson,  a  great  friend  of  tht' 
late  P.  T.  Baruum,  whose  shows  during  the  early 
period  of  that  great  showman's  career  Mr.  Dobson 
carried  up  the  river  on  his  boats.  In  1S45  he 
moved  his  family  to  Constantia  where  he  first  work- 
ed a  farm  and  in  1862  or  '3  put  up  a  canning  factory 
which  he  operated  several  years.  In  that  village 
Herbert  spent  his  lioyhood  days  attending  .school 
and  working  in  the  factory,  which  he  conducted 
for  two  years.  Then  he  began  the  study  of  dent- 
istry in  the  office  of  Dr.  Tan  Valkenburgh  at 
Clamden.  X.  Y.  Afterwards  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  West  Camden,  Cleveland  and  C!oustan- 
tia  and  on  Sept  1,  1866,  ojjened  an  office  in  this 
viDage  over  H.  C.  Peck's  store  where  he  success- 
fully practiced  twenty  years.  Then  he  put  in  a 
stock  of  jewelry  and  watches,  selling  and  repair- 
ing, and  finally  built  the  block  where  he  opened 
his  present  store  and  greatly  enlarged  his  stock  of 
goods,  to  which  he  added  a  line  of  bicvcles.     Af- 


ter his  removal  he  .sold 
out  his  dental  practice. 
Mr.  Dobson  who  has  en- 
g.iged  in  several  financial 
enterprise.s.in  all  of  them 
controlled  by  hiurself  has 
made  a  success  by  reason 
of  his  business  ainlity 
and  foresight.  He  in- 
ve.-ted  in  the  Miller 
Sjiring  wagon comjjaiiy  of 
wh  cli  he  was  an  ineor- 
poral  or  and  the  secretary . 
M  one  time  he  alone 
ven  ured  into  the  man- 
ufacture (if  wagons  and 
made  it  pay  him  well. 
He  is  a  Mason  of  high 
standing  having  filled  all 
of  the  offic  s  in  the  l)lue 
lodge,  except  Master.and 
served  as  secretary  of 
the  Chapter2l>years.  His 
masonic  con  n  e  c  t  i  o  n  s, 
making  h  i  m  widely 
known  in  ma.souic  circles, 
iu-e  the  following;  Mexico  Lodge  No.lrifi.F.it  A.M. ; 
Mexico  Chapter  No.  135,  R.  A.  M. ;  Central  City 
Council  No.  13,  K.  &  S.  M.,  and  Lake  Ontario 
C'ommaudery  No.  32,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Media  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  a 
jirominent  rejiublican  in  the  councils  of  the  party 
of  the  county  and  is  chau-man  of  the  republican 
town  committee.  On  Dec.  18,  1807,  he  married 
Maria  M.  Thomas  of  Mexico,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Florence. 

Special  County  Judg'es,   (thi'ee  years  terms; 
years  they  served) — 

Benjamin  F.  Rhodes,  Pulaski,  1855-'7. 

Dennis  D.  McCoon,  Schi-ceppel,  1858-'t50. 

De  Witt  C.  Peck,  Mexico,  1861-'3. 

James  W.  Fenton.  Pulaski,  186-l-'9;  '82-'7. 

Andrew  Z.  McCarty,  Pulaski,  1870- '2. 

John  Preston,  Pulaski,  1873-'5;  '79-'81;  '88-'93. 

Henry  X.  Brainard,  Schroeppel,  1876-'8. 

Irving  G.  Hubbs,  Pulaski,  1894-'99. 

F.  J.  Davis,  Pulaski,  1900 — present  incumlient. 
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.HiMN  ('.  TAVl.iiK.  (Ii<iiri>"ril  I'liolo.) 

.1.  r.  TAYLOH.  (Hu.s^tcil.  I'hi 

John  C.  Taylor  was  boru  at  Litclitii^ld.  Her- 
kimer Co.,  Fell.  25,  1831.  When  a  chilil  of  four 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Mexico  with  his  father, 
David  P.  Taylor,  and  speut  the  remainder  of  bin 
life  here — a  period  of  over  half  a  ceutiiry.  He 
was  educated  at  ^Icxico  academy  and  when  grad- 
uated taught  school  for  several  years.  Oct.  29, 
ISoti,  he  married  Anue  J.  Hooker,  of  Sandy  Creek, 
and  a  shoi-t  time  after  bought  the  [ilace  known  at 
])resent  as  the  Dewey  farm  tlien  owned  hv  his 
father.  After  several  years  spent  in  fanning  he 
moved  into  town,  bought  a  store  and  engaged  in 
the  drug  trade  which  business  he  followed  until 
the  time  of  his  death  which  occurred  Dec.  ti,  1887. 
He  was  a  man  of  particularly  correct  liusiuess 
habits  and  was  largely  identified  with  the  growth 
of  the  town,  holding  many  iiositious  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  was  elected  sujjervisor  in 
18(iS  and  re-elected  in  ]8fi!).  He  took  great  inter- 
est in  educational  matters  being  frauk  and  out- 
spoken in  giving  voice  to  his  convictions  on  all 
questions,  taking  his  i>osition  boldly  and  daring 
to  maintain  it  in  the  face  of  all  opposition. 

John  Curtiss  Taylor,    the  j)resent  owner  of 
Taylor's   Pharmacy,    was   born  in  Mexico, 

April  6,  1874,  and  upon  the  death  of  his 
father,  wlii<'h  occ\irred  in  1887,  bent  his 
energies  towards  securing  an  education 
which  would  enable  him  to  carry  on  the 
business  so^  well  established.  In  1893  he 
graduated  from  the  Xew  York  C'ollege  of 
Pharmacy  and  came  home  ])rei)ared  to  take 
up  the  business  which  in  his  ab.sence  had 
of  necessity  been  in  the  hands  of  these  not 
personally  interested,  and  under  whose 
management  the  business  hail  sadly  depre- 
ciated. Tt  took  many  months  of  hard  work 
to  regain  the  patronage  the  store  has  so 
long  enjoyed.  Mr.  Taylor  made  many 
changes  Id  the  .store  and  added  new  lines. 
A  large,  modern  soda  fountain  was  added; 
the  store  was  remodeled,  lai-ge  plate  glass 
windows  put  io,  a  system  of  water  through-      Huesio  I,  riin 


out  the  l)uildmg,  also  a  hot  water  system 
installed  for  healing  the  entire  building. 
La'-t  year  Mr.  Taylor  ecpiipped  a  modem  ice 
cream  )ilant — large  power  freezers  and  ice 
ciuslier,  the  power  being  furnished  by  a  'I'. 
horse  gasoline  engine  in  the  cellar,  also  aji- 
paratus  for  turning  o>it  brick  cream.  To- 
d:iy  Mr.  Taylor  hus  a  thoroughly  np-to date 
liharmacv,  fully  stocked  and  ec [nipped  for 
doing  a  large  business.  Besides  drugs  he 
handles  a  large  line  of  jiaints,  also  bicycles 
and  bicvcle  .sundries,  camer.i.s  and  a  com- 
plete stock  of  photographic  .supplies.  In 
]89."i  Mr.  Taylor  married  Mi<s  XeUie  Devel. 
of  Sterling  Valley,  X.  Y.  Thev  have  four 
children — two  sous  and  two  daughters. 
Mr.  Taylor  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
local  masonic  order  and  in  politics  is  recog- 
nized as  a  .staunch  repulilican. 

Memories  of  an  Historic  Hotel.  — Tlii' 

oldest  hotel  now    standing   in   the  town  of 

^lexico      is     at     Union     Squire.       It   was 

I  milt    in  1823    by    Judge    Avery  Skinner. 

I  )uring  the  entire  life  of  this  ancient  Lostelry 

it    has    been  usually  well  kept.     There  the 

weary  traveler  found  a  full  larder  and  a  jileas- 

ant  home.    Thei-e  the  beauty  and  chivalry  of 

the  town    frequt  ntly   congregated.      It   has   seen 

jolly  times  and   famous  old  characters  were  once 

jovial  patrons  of  its  bar.     Before  the  days  of  the 

raih'oads   it,  was  the  heiuhpiarters  of  the  leading 

political  men  of  the  county.     Being  located  near 

the  geographical  center  of  the  county,   for  a  long 

period  the  county  and  district  conventions  of  the 

great  jjolitical   parties    were   held   there    and    its 

venerable    walls    have    silently     witnessed     the 

I'lidiing   and    bre.iking   of   many   political   slates. 

Many  aspiring  candidates  have  been  there  ipiietly 

beheaded  in  the  political  guillotine.     In  the  good 

fild  days  balls    receptions,  bancpiets  and  p  'litical 

conferences    without    number    were    held  at    this 

hou.se.     The  most  famous  ])oliticians  of  the  county 

at  one  time  made  tlie  old  place  more  or  less  their 

headipiarters  and  re.-ort.     When  political  matters 

were  booming  and  conventions  were  being  held 

such  leading  men  as  Averv  Skinner,  Orville  Kob- 

inson,    Wm.    F.    Allen,    Delos   DeWolf.    Wilhird 

Jolmson,  A,  P,  Grant,  G.  X   Dayton,  Ij.  1).  Smith, 

J.  B.   Higgin.s,    G.  G.   French,    James  .\.   Clark. 

Joel  Tiirrill,  D.  P.  Brewster,  E.  H.  Talcott,  Peter 

Devendorf,  O.  H.  Whitney,  Starr  Clark.  Xormaii 
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Eowe,  Wm.  Duer,  Henry  Fitzhugli,  D.  C.  Little- 
jobn,  A.  Z.  ^IcCarly,  Elias  Brewster  and  many 
other  prominent  men  of  the  county  were  at  timer, 
familiar  figures  in  and  uround  the  old  hotel.  Here 
oi'curred  over  half  a  century  ago  that  great  strug- 
gle for  the  nomination  for  Congre.ss  between  (xen. 
K.  C  Keuyon  aad  Leander  Babcock  which  finally 
terniinated  in  the  selection  of  Mr.  Babcock.  This 
battlii  left  more  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field 
than  any  jiolitical  tight  in  the  county  before  or 
since.  Nearly  all  the  prominent  men  that  were 
wont  to  gather  at  the  old  inn  fifty  years  ago, 
moulding  and  directing  the  politics  of  the  county, 
have  pas.se<l  over  to  the  silent  majority.  The 
glorious  uncertainties  of  politics  and  elections 
trouble  them  no  longer. 

Aaron  Killam  Mas  born  in  1773  m  Temple, 
X.  H.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Gov.  John  Endi- 
cott  also  of  Austin  Killam  who  came  to  Weuhaiu, 
Mass. ,  from  his  ancestral  town  of  KiUam,  Eng., 
in  the  middle  of  the  sevi  uteenth  century.  Hi-  was 
the  third  settler  in  Peru, 
Vt.  During  his  resi- 
dence there  he  was  circuit 
judge  of  Bennington 
county  for  some  time; 
also  served  several  years 
as  a  ineml)er  of  the  legis- 
lature. He  came  to  Mex- 
ico, N.  Y.,  in  1823.  set- 
tling on  a  farm  about  a 
mile  north  of  the  vOlage, 
which  is  now  a  pai  t  of  the 
village  Ci-rporation.  The 
hou.se  which  he  liuilt  is 
still  standing  and  the 
farm  is  still  owned  by  one 
of  the  family.  He  was 
a  man  of  rigid  integrity : 
public  spu-ited  and  de- 
voted to  the  welfare  of 
the  community  and  the 
church;  a  man  of  great 
pride  and  strong  person- 
ality. He  died  m  1S5() 
leaving  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  of  whom  Clar- 
inda  Killam  Aldrich  and 
their  home  in  Mexico. 


and  was  ever  ready  to  battle  for  what  he  consid- 
ered right  in  his  pohtics  or  his  religion.  His  ex- 
tensive reading  and  excellent  memory  combined 
with  his  keen  wit  made  him  a  strong  adversary'. 
.\  well  balanced  mind  and  good  judgment  gave 
him  the  unsought  office  of  universal  arliitrator  in 
neighborhood  controversies  and  the  settling  of  es- 
tates his  decisions  being  practical,  just  and  gratu- 
itous. In  religion  he  was  a  Universalist.  like  his 
father  before  him,  and  one  of  the  principal  factors 
in  the  building  of  that  church  here.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  was  a  land  surveyor;  was  villagi' 
assessor  several  years  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  serving  his  twenty-sixth  year  as  town  assessor. 
He  died  in  1873.  His  youngest  son  John  died 
while  in  the  navy  during  the  civil  war.  His  liv- 
ing children  are  Lydia  Dickerman  of  (_)swego, 
JStratton  Killtm  of  Syracuse,  Lotiie  Ames  of 
Minnesota  and  Laura  Bobeits  of  Mexico. 


Special  Surrogates  (three  year  terms; 
they   served) — 

\Villi:im  Saiideis,  Cleveland,  18"i.">-'7. 


years 
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Aaron  Killam  Jr.  was  born  in  Pern,  Vt.,  in 
1807  and  came  with  his  father  to  Mexico  and  help- 
ed to  clear  and  till  the  farm.  Later  he  marr  ed 
Elizabeth  Ames  and  seven  children  were  born  to 
them.  Although  residing  on  a  farm,  he  employed 
farm  hands  and  followed  hLs  vocation  that  of 
draughtsman  and  mechanic,  having  built  some  of 
the  finest  churches  and  bridges  of  his  lime.  The 
present  M.  E.  church  and  other  buildings  in  the 
town  testify  to  his  good  workmanship.  At  one 
time  he  owned  largely  of  real  estate  having  farms, 
and  milling  property  in  this  and  adjoining  towns 
He  was  essentially  a  self  made  man  for  his  school 
days  ended  at  the  age  of  16  but  he  possessed  an 
uuusually  apt  talent  for  mathematics  and  in  his 
early  life  he  formed  classes  in  arithmetic,  teach- 
ing them  at  night.  One  of  his  scholars  was  the 
kite  Virgil  Douglass,  who  afterwards  had  the  posi- 
tion of  principal  in  the  Oswego  High  school  for 
vears.     In   politics  he   was   a  staunch  republican 


W. 


.To.shua  B.  KandaU,  Hastings,  1858-'63. 

William  W.  Scriliner,  Oswego,  186-t-'(). 

Francis  David,  Schiveppel,  18t)7-'7"2. 

William  H.  Kenyon,  Schrceppel,  1873-'ii. 

N.  B.  Smith,  Pulaski,  1876-'8. 

Avviu  Rice  Jr.,  Fulton,   1879-'8I. 

William  W.  Harmon,  Oswego,  1885. 

(ieo.  W.  Harmon,  Oswego,  aj^jj.  vice  W. 
Ihirmon  reiigned  188ti. 

Louis  W.  Baker,  Oswego,   1888-'.)."i. 

Willi, im  H.  Baker,  Constautia,  18913-19  '1. 

Clayton  I.  Miller,  Mc^cico,  1902— pri sent 
cnmbent. 


Four  Surrogates  were  I'esidents  of  the  town 
of  Mexico.  Elias  Brewster,  the  first  in  the  county, 
had  his  office  in  his  house  at  Prattville.  Joseph 
Torrey  at  Colosse  erected  a  structure  (about  1838) 
— the  first  used  for  the  purpose  in  the  county — 
which  is  still  standing.  Tlie  other  two  were  Or- 
ville  Robiason  and  Timothy  Skinner,  whose 
ofBces  were  in  this  village. 
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Huested,  Photo. 

W.  H.  CSliOKN. 
LEON  C.  OSBOU.V. 


I.ILLIA.N  INGEKSULL  Of^LiUK 
GAYLORD  F.  OSBURN 


W.  H.  Osborn  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cape 
Vincent,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Ang.  1(!,  18(54.  His 
father,  Orlando  ¥.  Osliorn,  was  a  miller  on  a 
large  scale  and  the  son  was  brought  up  to  acquire 
fully  all  of  the  practical  details  of  modern  miUiuf^, 
in  Hour  as  well  as  feed.  When  16  years  old  he 
went  into  the  mill  of  I'.  A.  Osborn  &  Co.  at  Dex. 
tei%  N.  Y.,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  there, 
and  later  in  Farewell  \-  Khiues'  mill  at  Water- 
town,  acquiring  knowledge  of  the  new  tlour  mill- 
ing process.  In  1891  he  bought  the  Bryant  mills 
at  Evans  :\rills  and  in  May,  isn5,  the  S.  H.  Pitcher 
mills  at  .\dams,  X.  Y. 
.Vt  about  the  same  time 
he  was  also  the  owner  of 
mills  at  Woodville,  •!<  f 
feison  Co.  When  in 
March,  IHltS,  he  caiiic  to 
Mexico  he  dispirsed  of 
all  those  pruiierties  and 
bought  the  large — 'I  he 
Toronto  mills  of  tlie  e.s- 
tide  ot  ■\lnicr<in  Thouias, 
This  i)ropi  rty,  whicli  had 
been  ill  the  hands  of  (he 
latter  forty  years,  h  d 
«ithin  the  pasi  few  years 
lieen  iaipi-ovcd,  ii  huge 
and  uiin>u:illy  tine  a  d 
coiiimodiouh  stcuctiire 
having  been  then  but  re- 
<-entlv  iMiisruclcd  — in 
]«!»;.'  It  is  a  liuilding 
()lix7."),  with  three  Hoors, 
and  siieathed  in  iron, 
with  an  iron  roof.  It  is 
fully  eipupped  with  the 
modern  roller  jirocess  for 


merchant  and  custom  milling,  with  a  grind- 
ing capacity  of  50  barrels  of  flour,  and  also 
has  the  improved  buckwheat  niUl,  a  com- 
plete bolted  meal  outfit  and  a  Fosse  M'f'g 
(!o.'s  ;!(i  inch  atrition  mill.  The  meal 
grinding  capacity  is  10,000  pounds  an  hour 
The  storage  capacity  is  25,000  bushels  of 
grain  and  25  cars  of  feed.  The  mill  is 
lighted  with  a  250  incandescent  light 
dynamo.  Water  power  is  used,  exclu.sively, 
capable  of  generating  20i  I  hor.se  power.  It 
is  held  by  a  stcme  dam  tifty  feet  long  and 
has  a  head  of  fourteen  feet.  Acros.s  the 
stream  now  u^ed  only  for  storage,  is  another 
null,  40x50  feet  with  two  Hoors  fully 
cquiiqied  for  grinding  feed  and  buckwheat. 
Sometime  aftir  purchasing  the  big  mill — A 
mill  as  it  is  called — Mr.  O.sborn  bought  the 
other,  known  as  B  mill.  This  gives  him 
the  control  of  milling  in  Mexico  and  the 
exclusive  ownirship  of  the  water  power  in 
this  village  on  the  Little  Salmon.  He  is 
also  the  largest  owner  of  the  mills  at  Valley 
Mills.  Madison  Co.,  X.  Y..  operated  by  his 
father,  under  the  name  of  W.  H.  Osborn  & 
Co.  Mr.  Osborn  is  a  great  admirer  of  tine 
horses  and  owns  several.  He  has  large  and 
finely  appointed  stables.  By  his  first  wife, 
deceased,  Mary  C.  Casler.  Mr.  Osborn  has 
two  children,  Leon  C.  and  (Jaylord  F.  In 
1001  he  married  Lillian  IngersoU. 

Mill  B  dates  as  farlmckas  l.S05or'0(',when 
John  ^lorton  then  running  a  saw  mill  there 
put  into  one  corner  of  the  building  a  grist  mOl.  In 
liS12  it  jiassed  into  the  hands  of  Mathias  Whitney 
and  years  later  became  the  i)roperty  of  Almeron 
Thomas.  Mill  A  stands  on  the  site  of  Bazalael 
Thayer's  wool  carding  mill  erected  in  1825.  Al- 
meron Thomas  converted  the  iJroperty  into  a 
grist  mill  prior  to  18()1. 

Oneida  Lake  is  20  miles  long  and  from  4  to  5 
miles  wide  and  contains  57,000  acres.  It  is  124 
feet  higher  than  Lake  Ontario  and  its  greatest 
depth  is  (iO  feet. 
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Surrogates  idiite  of  appointment) — 

Elias  Brewster,  Mexico,  March  21,  181(3. 

.\braham  P.  Vosbnrgb,  Fulton,  Feb.  17,  1817. 

Orri.s  Hart,  Xew  Haven,  AprU  8,  1819;  Nov.  3, 
1845. 

Chester  Haydeu,  Oswego,   18'21. 

James  A.  Davis,  Pulaski,  March  28,  1823. 

Joseph  W.  Helme,  Pulaski,  March  27,  182(;. 

Ornlle  Robinson.  Mexico,  March  5,  1830. 

Joseph  Torrev.  Mexico,  Fel).  it,  1838. 

Joel  Tun-ill,  Oswego,  Feb.  8,  18i3. 

Wm.  P.  Curtiss,  Fulton,  Oct.  1,  184(i. 

County  Judge  performed  Surrogate's  duties 
184:7-'52.  Then  came  the  following  surrogates  in 
four  veal'  terms  until  1872  (since  which  time  the 
term  has  been  six  years),  and  the  years  they 
served : — 

James  Brown,  Oswego,  1852-'5. 

Amos  G.  HuU.  Fulton,  1856-'(j3. 

Timothy  W.   Skinner,   Mexico,   18(a-'7;  '72-'83. 

Henry  L.  Howe,  Sandy  Creek,  1868-'71. 

FrancisDavid,Ph(enix, 
1884- '95. 

Sheldon  B.  Mead,  Ful- 
ton, 1896 — present  in- 
cumbent. 

County  Judges — Un- 
til 1847.  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  consisting 
of  a  presiding  Judge  and 
two  .associates  served  as 
county  court.  The  con- 
stitution of  184i)  substi- 
tuted county  Judges. 
The  following  are  the 
Common  Plea./  udges  and 
dates  of  their  Hijpomt- 
ment  (See  Associate  .Jus- 
tices in  another  article) : — 
Parent  Moonev,  (iranbv, 
Mai-ch  21,  1816;  John 
Grant,  jr.,  Oswego,  .June 
1,  1820;  Joel  TmTill,  Os- 
wego, April  2,  1828; 
David  P.  Brewster,  Oswe- 
go,  April  15,  ]8'^3;  Sam-      nmiwick.  Vhotn. 


uel  B.  Ludlow,  Oswego, 
May  11,  1841.  Then 
came  the  county  Judges 
and  the  years  they  served 
(the  terms  were  four 
years):— Orla  H.  'Whit- 
ney, Mexico,  appointed 
June,  1847,  elected  1848. 
Ransom  H.  Tvler,  Ful- 
ton, 1851-'5;  '6'4-'7.  Syl- 
vanus  C.  Huntington, 
Pulai-ki,  18.56-';).  John 
C.  ChurcliiU,  Oswego, 
]S(iO-'3.  CyrusWhitney, 
Mexico,  i868-'71;  re- 
e'ected  from  Oswego 
(the  first  six  yenr  term 
iucumlient)  ]872-'7. 
Newton  W.  Nulling,  Os- 
wego. 1878'-83.  Maurice 
L.  Wright,  Mexico,  1884- 
'9;  re-elected  1889,  serv- 
ing until  elected  Supreme 
Court  .Judge  in  Nov., 
1891.  James  R.  O'Gor- 
uiHU,  appointed  vice  Wright,  Dec  7,  1891  to 
serve  until  Jan.  1,  1893.  Merrick  Stowell,  elected 
Nov.,  1892,  serving  1893  and  continuously  to  the 
present  time. 

The  Areopagus  Club  of  Mexico  business 
men  was  incorporated  Oct.  15,  1896.  This  organ- 
ization has  a  large  membership  .and  occupies  two 
floors  in  the  Baker  building  on  South  Jeii'ersou 
street.  The  original  quarters  were  in  an  old 
building  on  the  same  ground  which  about  a  year 
or  two  after  the  club  was  organized  burned  do-\vn. 
The  suite  is  one  of  the  best  for  club  purposes  that 
is  usually  found  in  a  small  town.  It  is  furnished 
throughout  elal)orately  and  in  good  taste,  with 
reading  and  reception  j^arlors  and  card  and  billiard 
rooms.  Here  are  filed  all  of  the  popular  publica- 
tions of  the  day.  George  W.  Bradner,  the 
first  president,  has  continued  in  that  oftice 
ever  since.  George  .Johnson  is  the  secretary  and 
Willis  L.  Morgan  the  treasurer. 
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1)1-.  ('.  W.  Hadnaj.  .1. 

Mrs.  Clara  .\.  Davis,  Scci-ctaiw  . 

li.  H.  liaki-r,  rnsidciil. 

MEXICO  ACADEMY. 


For  sevenly-tive  years  Mexico  Aciiili'iiiy  has 
had  au  honorable  record  as  an  academic  school  of 
the  highest  grade. 

As  early  iis  182(1  ii  high  school  was  formed  in 
Mexico  village  with  .Tolm  Howard  as  teacher  and 
Laura  Fish  as  assi.stant.  In  1S2I)  this  .school  was 
reorganized  as  an  academy  and  regularly  incori)o- 
rated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  wh'ch  named 
Chester  Haydon,  Nathaniel  Butler,  Moses  P. 
Hatch,  Peter  Pratt.  David  K.  Dixou.  Seth  Sever- 
ance, John  \.  Paine,  .Tames  .\liel,  Orris  Hart, 
Hastings  Curtiss,  Wm.  Willijims,  Oliver  A^  er, 
Henry  Williams,  Elias  Brewster.  Samuel  Emery, 
(ieorge  B.  Davis,  Mason  W.  Southwortli  and 
Avery  Skinner  its  first  Board  of  Tru,stees.  Klias 
Brewster   was    named    as   tlie  first  president  and 


Avery  Skinner  as  the  first 
secretary  of  the  board. 
Its  baptismal  name  was 
Bensselaer  Oswego  Acad- 
emy, but  in  1S4')  the  name 
was  changed  by  an  act  of 
the  legi.slafure  to  Mexico 
.\cadem,v. 

Many  of  those  enrolled 
among  the  honorable  of 
the  earlh  have  here  re- 
ceived their  rudimental 
education.  The  pnl])it. 
the  bar,  tli  •  medical  pro- 
fession, the  army  and  the 
business  exchange,  each 
and  all  have  nuxny  re|  re- 
seutalives  of  the  old  acad 
emy.  Within  the  recol- 
lection of  many  now  liv- 
ing, this  institution  Las 
furnished  forty-one  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  of 
ditierent  states,  fourteen 
mayors,  six  supreme 
court  judges,  two  major 
generals,  three  governors, 
many  noted  pulpit  ora- 
tor.s,  liesides  a  long  list  of  persons  re]iresenting 
all  the  industrial  i)ursuits  of  life,  a  list  which 
will  challenge  the  adinii'ation  of  any  community. 
In  this  short  article  we  can  onl.v  mention  a  few 
of  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  in  some 
way  connected  with  this  school;  Hon.  .Toel  T. 
Headley  and  Prof.  .T.  D.  Steele,  two  well  known 
authors,  were  early  teatdiers;  also  Prof.  Watsou, 
the  celebrated  elocuti(mist.  .\moug  the  principals 
of  the  school  we  readily  recall  Dr.  (ieo.  (i.  Hap- 
good  with  all  his  splendid  .ic(piiremcnts,  and  also 
the  finished  classical  scholar.  Rev.  K.  E.  Bragdou. 
Prof.  .John  K.  French,  late  of  Syracuse  University, 
was  long  a  teacher  here,  as  was  ;Uso  Hon.  S.  M. 
Coon,  of  Oswego.  N.  Y.  Andrew  Pars(ms,  once 
the  governor  of  Michigan,  and  his  brother,  Luke 
Parsons,  the  late  lieuteuantgnvernor  cf  the  same 
state,  will  be  remembered  as  earl,v  stiulent.s 
C'harles    It.    Skinner,    State   Snp't  of  Pubhc  In- 


\V.  I.adil. 

Mis   E.  S.  Tav 
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[From  left  torlKliI  in  K  rliflc.  lii'iflniiiiivr 'op  niwl  Klla  (■.    Pi'tr-lc'.    .Mary 
Mary  A.  HirdHeyc,  Florence  H.  Tlll'aiiv.    Maiiil   S.    KklianlB.    .Mary  Siiliy, 
.lonni"  X.  llnlt'T.  Marv  E.  Flf/.^jr raid. 
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struction,  aud  Lieut.-Gov.  Allen  C.  Beach,  l)oth 
of  Watei'town,  were  educated  here.  The  late 
Judge  Gen.  F.  Comstock  of  Syracuse,  attended 
this  school,  and  the  same  is  true  of  .TudfieJohn  F. 
Kinney  of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  who  presidt-d  at  the 
Semi-Ceutennial  Re-union  of  the  teachers  and 
students  in  1876. 

That  fearless  anti -slavery  champion,  Asa  S. 
Wing,  was  here  educated.  One  of  his  contempo- 
raries in  the  great  struggle  against  slavery  was  the 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Weed  an  active  trustee  of  this 
institution,  and  to  him  perhaps  more  than  to  any 
one  pei'son  we  are  indebted  for  the  enlarged  school 
edifice  built  in  IS.Vi.  He  hibored  niyht  and  <lay 
in  working  up  public  opinion  in  favor  of  rebuilcl- 
ing.  Among  the  names  of  old  students  which 
occur  to  us  at  this  njoment  are  Henry  Kendall, 
D.  v.,  R.  H.  Tyler,  Rev.  P.  C.  Headley,  Y.  C. 
Douglass,  Rev. "a.  S.  Walker,  the  Whitueys,  the 
Kelloggs   and   the    Brewsters.     Dr.       Geoi-ge  P. 


never  faltered  in  its  noble  work.  In  deference  to 
the  present  educational  system  of  the  state,  which 
favors  schools  under  public  control  rather  than 
those  supiiorted  wholly  or  partly  liy  private  funds, 
in  18'.).")  the  village  schools  of  Mexico  were  coni- 
Itined  with  the  academy  into  an  Acadenrc  Union 
School  and  the  acalemy  building  is  now  used 
for  the  grammar  and  academic  departments. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  priacipaU  of  the  acad- 
emy with  dates  of  service  of  each: 
JNIason  W.  Southworth 
Eliafaph  Dorchester 

White 

Brooks 

Shepard 

Orla  H.  Whitaey 
Masoii  W.   Southworth 
Rev.  (ieorge  (4.  Hajjgood 
Benjamin  I.  Diefendorf 


Rev.  Russell  Whiting- 
William  H.  (iillespie 


182(5 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830-31 
1832 
1833-34 
1835-38 
1838-40 
1841-42 
Tnlv,  1842-43 


Diinwick,  Photo. 
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Mains,  an  agent  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern, 
is  a  product  of  this  institution. 

The  origiaal  academic  buOding  was  built  of 
brick  some  years  before  182(i.  The  bricks  were 
made  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  clay  being 
mixed  by  the  treading  of  oxen.  As  the  school  out- 
grew the  accommodations  aflbrded,  in  183(!  a  large 
tliree-story  wooden  structure  was  adiled  in  front 
and  adjoining  the  old  brick  Imildingand  from  this 
time  the  academy  assumed  a  position  of  state  im- 
portance. 

As  the  years  went  on  need  of  greater  facilities 
was  felt  and  in  1855  the  present  substantial  edi- 
fice was  erected  on  the  old  site.  In  1893  an 
addition  of  a  military  system  of  discipline  was 
adopted  under  the  inspection  of  the  War  Dejjart- 
ment  and  instruction  in  military  tactics  given  by 
Col.  Richards,  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Arniv.      From   tirst   to   last   the   institution   has 


Rev.  (ieorge  G.  Hapgood  ' 

William  H.  Gillespie 

E.  E.  E.  Bragdon 

Abner  Davison  ' 

William  H.  Gillespie 

John  R.  French 

J.  Dorman  Steele,  Julv,  1850,  to  Sept. 

Bradford  F.  Potter,  Hept.  18(il  to  July 


Rev.  A.  B.  IJunlap 
Rev.  S.  Hawley  Adams 
William  M.  McLaughlin 
Rev.  William  H.  Reese 
S.  ]\Iortimer  Coon 
Charles  E.  Havens 
James  M.  (Jifibrd 
Rev.  John  H.  Butler 
Henry  R.  Fanchcr 
Warren  More 
Frank  B.  Severance 
Melzar  C.  Richards 


JmIv. 


1843-45 
1845-4(i 
]84()-47 
1847-50 
18JO-55 
18.55-59 
18(il 
!8(;2 
lhi;2-(53 
IS(i3(;5 
1805-70 
1870-72 
1872-74 
1874-78 
1878-81 
1881-82 
1882-88 
1888-90 
1890-93 
1893-95 
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UM)0-nt():i 
e  presidents  of 


Avery  W.  Skinner 
F.  K.  Parker 
A.  H.  Norton 

The  I'uUowiug  is  a  list  of  all   th 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mexico  Academy  since 
it«  organization : 

Elias  Brewster  1826 

Jonathan  (ioodwin  1H33-85 

Orville  Robinson  1835-87 

Avery  Skinner  1837-38 

Orviile  Robinson  1838-40 

Peter  Cliandlor  1840-43 

Benjamin  E.  J5owen  1843-47 

Charles  Benedict  1847-48 

Henrv  Webb  1848.4'.t 

( !haries  Benedict  1  S41)-r,( ) 

David  Goit  1850-51 

Benjamin  E.  Bowen  1851-55 

Calvin  Goodwin  1855-51! 

Luke  1).  Smith  lS5ti-57 

Marlon  Newell  1857-00 

James  S.  Chandler  1800-0-J 

Benjamin  E.  Bowen  1802-03 

Levi  Downing  1803-04 

Benjamin  S.  Stone  18(;4-05 

Clark  1).  Snell  1805-00 

George  (i.   Frencli  18(i(i-07 

Seidinrv  A.  Tulk-r  1807-08 


Cyrus  Whitney  1868-09 
Thomas  A.  Weed  1869-70 
David  D.Becker  1870-71 
Henrv  C.  Peck  1871-74 
David  1).  Becker  1874-78 
Benjamin  S.Stonel 878-95 
RobertH.  Baker  1895-191)3 

Supreme  Court — Os- 
wego    county     together 
with    Onondaga,     Jeffer- 
son,    Oneida,     Herkimer 
and  Lewis  constitute  the 
Fifth    Judicial    District. 
The  present   Judges  and 
expiration    of    term    (in 
each  case  on  Dec.3l)  are: 
William    S.  Andrews   of 
Onondaga    county,   term 
etpires  1913;  Maurice  L. 
Wright  of  Oswego,  1915; 
Frank  H.  Hiscock,  Svra- 
cuse,  lillO;PardonC.  Wil- 
liams,  Watertown,   1911; 
Peter  15.  McLennan,  Syracuse,   190(i;  WOliam  E. 
Scripture,  Rome,  1909;  Watson  M.  Rogers,  Water- 
town,  1910.     Oswego   county    has  had  two  other 
representatives  on  the  Sujireme  Court  bench. 


States;  Origin  of  Names: — 

Maine — From  the  province  of  Maine,  France; 
in  compliment  of  Henrietta,  (jueen  of  France  un- 
der Charles  I ;  part  of  Mass.  until  1820.  Admitted 
into  statehood  March  15.  1820 

New  Hampshire —Originally  Laconia;  after 
Hampshire,  Eng. ;  named  by  John  Mason  one  of 
the  original  crown  grantees  to  this  tract,  at  the 
time  it  became  a  province  in  1070.  One  of  the 
original  thirteen  states  in  the  union. 

\'erm(mt  -Originally  p  rt  of  Hampshire  grants; 
from  (ireen  mountains  (French  Verd  Mont); 
named  by  convention  of  statehood  when  declared 
a  state  independent  in  Januarv  1777.  .\dnutted 
March  4,  1791. 

Massachusetts — In  English  signifying  the  coun- 
try about  the  great  hills — lus  applied  to  Massachu- 
.setts   bay.     Oae   of  the   original    Ihirteen  states. 

Rhode  Island — After  a  fsuicied  resemblance  to 
the  Isle  of  Rhodes  in  the  Alediterraiiean  (ancient 
Ijevant) ;  first  settlement  in  1():^0  called  I'rovidence 
Plantation;  next  in  1038.  Rhode  Island  Plantation. 
Original  Ihirteen. 
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THE  MEXICO  INDEPENDENT  STAFF. 


ludependent  Statt'  — 
Top  row:  Mrs.  Ella  K. 
Baker,  Clayton  Sampson ; 
iiiiildle  row:  George  I. 
Pettinti'ill,  John  Berry; 
Cilarenee  A.  Hosford. 


Georgia — Honor  of  George  II  of  England ;  set- 
tled in  1732  l\y  Gov.  Oglethorpe.  Original  thir- 
teen. 

Florida — Laud  of  flowers;  also  in  token  of 
Spanish  easter  celebration  Paseua  Florida,  feast 
of  dowers  named  by  Ponce  de  Leon  from  Spain 
in  l.')!^;  settled  in  1(520 ;  ceded  1)V  Sjiaiii  to  tlie 
United  States  in  1819;  tornifd  as  territory  lS2;i. 
.\duutted  March  8,  184.5. 

Alal>!inia — Creek  word,  "The  land  of  Rest;" 
part  (if  the  territory  of  Mississipjii  niit  1  1817. 
.■Vdmitted  Dec.  U,  1819. 

Mississippi — Choctaw,  "Long  River,"  and 
X..tchrz.  "The  Father  of  Waters";  part  of  Louis- 
iana.    Admitted  Deo.  Ill,  1817. 

Louisiana — .•^I'ter  Louis  XIV;  cc^ed  bv  Napo- 
leon April  ]8(B.     Admitted  Apr.  8,   1812.  ' 

.\rkausas  —  Indian  word  Kansas,  "Smoky 
Water,"  prefixed  by  the  Fjench  Arc,  "a  bow",  ap- 
plied generally  for  the  course  of  the  river  Miss- 
issip|.i;  fi'om  Missouri  in    1819.     Admitted    lSS(i. 

Tennesse — Indian,  "The  River  witb  the  Big 
Bend",  faken  from  North  Carolina.  Admitted 
•Tune  1,  1796. 

Keutuckv — Indian  "Xt  the  Head  of  the  River". 


Connecticut  —  After 
MoheganQuon-eh-ta-CTit, 
a  long  river.  Original 
thirteen. 

New  York — After  the 
Duke  of  York  lirother  to 
Charles  II,  to  whom  it 
was  granted  and  who  ob- 
tained possession  from 
the  Dutch  in  Rili-t.  Ori- 
ginal thirteen. 

New  .lersey — After  the 
Island  of  .Jersey  in  the 
British  channel  of  which 
Sir  George  C^arteret.  liy 
whom  tire  state  was 
named,  was  governor;  he 
was  one  of  the  proprietors 
who  purchased  it  in  liifU. 
Origmal  thirteen. 

I'enn.sylvania  —  Penu's 
Woods;  jirovince  granted 
William  Penn  in  1(;81. 
Original  thirfeen. 

D  e  1  a  Av  a  r  e  —  i'  r  o  m 
'IhomasWest  Loid  De  la 
Wair;  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania until  177li.  Origi- 
nal thirteen. 

Maryland — .\lso  named 
in  honor  of  Queen  Hen- 
rietta Marie;  fo  unded 
H;;-i2  by  Lord  B  Itimore 
a  4  an  asylum  for  the 
C'atholics.  Origiral 
tliirteen. 

Virginia — In  honor  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
virgin  —  ii  n  m  a  me  <1 
queen;  founded  by  grant 
to  Loudon  Co.  in  1605. 
Original  thirteen. 


(', 


fcsy  of  Mrs.  Sill. 

MRS.  .M.  D.  SILLS  CKADLE  CLASS,  M.  E.  CHl'KCH. 
Marion  Estelle  Hutts.  Harold  Fn  derkk,  Mable  Dunniiiy.  Jesse  Carlyle  Siiiitli. 
M.  Bessie  Sampson,  Glen  Evertd  Walton.  Marit^n  Frances  Coe, 

Lillian  Irene  Gass.  Henry  J.  Ballard. 
G<;)rdon  Harold  Cusack,  George  Stevens  .lordan,  Kenneth  Miller  Iloose. 
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A))i)lied  to  the  vast  tract  of  countrv    «ost   of   the 
Allt^gany    mountains.     Admitted    June    1,    17il:2. 

Ohio — Siiawnoese  for  "Beautiful  River";  part 
of  the  west  ceded  to  the  federal  government  by  Vir- 
ginia and  Connecticut.     Admitted  Xov,    9,    ISOl'. 

^lichigan — Indian     for   fisL  wier  or   tra]i — the 
land   of  the  trappers;  part  of  Iu<liana  wh-'U  given 
territorial  government    in    1.^0.5.     Admitted   .fan 
2ti,  1837. 

Indiana — Land  of  the  Indians;  wlien  at  tlu 
time  of  territorial  government  tlie  liostile.s  had  re 
treated;   territory    May   1800;  state  Dec.  11,  ISlii 

Illinois — After  the  Irihe  uf  that  name,  indic.it 
ing  in  the  Indian  tongue  "men"  as  compared  witl 
those  Indian  trilics  who  had  l)eeu  dri\en  a\v;iy 
and  were  designated  as  women.  Taken  from  In 
diana  for  territory  of  Illinois  in  ISOi).  Admitted 
Dec.  :i,  1S18. 

Wisconsin  — Indian  for  Wild  Hushing  C'hannrtl — 
the  strait  between  the  lakes.  Territory  18;iii. 
State  May  li'.t,  181S. 

Missouri — .\fter   that   river,    indicating  mmldy 
river.    Part  of  Louisiana. 
Territory     1812.       State 
Aug.  10,  1821. 

Kansas — "Smoky  W.a- 
tcr",  pai't  of  Louisiana; 
Icrritory  ]8.-)4.  State 
.lar.  •!'.),  18fil. 

Nel  ira.sk  a  —  Part  n  I' 
Louisiana;  territory  l.S."il. 
State  Mar.  IHCiT. 

Nevada — Part  ofLonis- 
iana  ;  territorv  I\Iar.  ISdl. 
Stat^'lSTO. 

Iowa-  "I  )ro\vsy  <  )iies"; 
pari  of  Louisiana  teiri- 
tciiy.    State  Dec. 'J.S.  I.SIC. 

Si  nne.sola  —  ('  1  o  n  d  y 
Wiilei  ;  ])art  of  Lou  siana 
leiritoiy.  State  May  1  1. 
l.S'iH. 

Texas — Part  of  Mexico. 
KepuliliclHHii.  Annexed 
March  11.  IKir*. 

t'alifoinia — Stute  Sejit. 
it,  ISoll.  Iiiinwick.  I'holc 


Oregon — River  of  the 
west.  T(>rritorv  1848. 
State  Fell.  14,  185',). 

American    Wars.  — 

King  Philli]>'s,l()7.");  King 
William's,  108!);  Dutch, 
lfii)8;  Queen  Anne's,1744, 
French  and  Indian,  17.").5: 
Revolution,  .\pril  18, 
177.")  (Lexington  tight)  to 
.Ian.  '20,  1883  (treatv  at 
Parisi  ;^i;8,410  men  in 
service;  Northwest  In- 
dian wars,  Sept.  10,1790, 
extending  tive  years, 
S,'.183  men;  French  war, 
•July  9,  1798,  lasting  two 
years,4,593  men;  Tripoli, 
June  10.  1801,  4  years, 
8,8;S0  men;  Creek  Indian. 
.Inly  -n,  18l;i,  1  year, 
13,781  men ;  (ireat  Britan. 
.Tune  18,  1812,  2  years,  8 
months,  .')7(!,()22  men; 
Seminole  Indian,  Nov. 20, 
men;  Black    Hawk  Indian, 


1  year,  7,911 
.\pril  20,  1831,  1  year,  0  months,  t>, 405  men;  Cher- 
okee Indian,  l.s:^6,  1  year,  9,494  men;  Creek 
Indian,  ^lay  5,  183(5,  1  year,  5  months,  13,418 
men;  Florida  Indian,  Dee.  23,  18J5,  8  years, 
41,122  men;  Aroostook  Indian,  183.S,  1  year,  1,.500 
men;  Mexican,  April  14,  1840,  2  years,  3  months, 
101,2.S2  men;  .\pache,  Navajo  and  Utah  Indian, 
1S49,  0  years,  2,501  men;  Seminole  Indian,  18.")(i,  2 
years,  2,()S7  men;  Civil  war,  April  12,  ISOl.  4 
years,  2,772,408  men — about  800,000  confederate 
trooiis. 

The  Strawberry  Industry  of  the  town  is  of 
great  importance,  Mexico  being  one  of  the  main 
shipping  points  in  tlie  county.  The  soil  is  adajit- 
cd  for  blurry  culture  giving  the  fruit  a  size  and 
flavor  whi<-li  brings  the  best  ])rices  in  the  market. 
Most  of  the  farms  in  the  town  grow  berries.  At 
tiiiK's  ill  a  favorable  sciu'on  thero  are  as  many  as  a 
hundred  and  lifty  teams  drawn  up  at  the  cars  that 
arc  being  loaded  in  a  single  day. 
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Thomas  Allen  Weed  was  born  in  North  Stam- 
ford, Colli).,  Oct.  l.j,  1817,  and  was  son  of  Pbilo 
and  Abigail  Weed.  With  his  parents  he  moved 
to  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  iiutil  the 
age  of  nineteen.  His  early  studies  were  jinrsued 
under  the  late  Judge  Mnllin  of  the  Sui)reine 
Court.  He  graduated  from  Oberlia  College,  Ohio, 
in  1813.  The  same  year  he  man-ied  Lydia  Mat- 
thews, a  native  of  Mexico,  N.  Y  ,  whose  aequaint- 
aii  e  he  formed  at  college,  .she  being  a  student  in 
Ihe  same  in.stitution.  She  is  still  living  with  her 
daughter  Mrs.  Benedict,  at  Fulton,  N.  Y.  Through 
the  intluenee  of  his  brother,  Kev.  Edward  Weed, 
he  entered  the  iniuistry.  He  pursued  the  fiiU 
course  of  thtolngical  study  in  Union  Seminai'y, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1846  was  licensed  to  preach.  While 
in  the  seminary  he  act.  d  as  private  secretary  to 
the  well  known  Lewis  Tappan,  receiving  for  his 
services  sufficient  for  his  maintenance.  When  a 
student  he  lectured  .some  months  on  Temperance 
and  Slavery  under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Soci- 
ety. He  had  then  what  distinguished  him  through 
life — a  trenchant  way  of  making  his  points  and 
was  keen  in  his  satire.  In  1847  be  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Mexico.  The 
.salary  was  then  only  $400,  one  man  (Peter  Chan- 
dler) signing  $150  of  the  amount.  In  a  few 
months  Peter  Chandler,  the  chief  .supporter  of  the 
church,  diid.  Mr.  Weed  was  not  discouraged, 
however,  but  thi-ew  his  soul  into  the  work  of 
building  up  the  church  and  his  labors  were  not  in 
vain.  In  a  few  years  the  dilapidated  old  church 
edifice  was  transformed  into  an  attractive  house 
of  worship  and  the  membershiji  was  so  increased 
as  to  require  the  enlargement  of  the  sanctuary  by 
an  addition  of  one-third.  His  work  in  Mexico 
zealously  continued  for  nearly  twenty -three  years 
and  he  left  the  church  with  a  membership  nearly 
three  times  as  large  and  a  far  gfreater  increase  in 
infiuenee,  power  and  property  than  when  he  came 
to  it.  1'ouching  life  as  he  did  at  all  points,  and 
the  champion  of  every  good  cause,  he  did  scarcely 
if  any  less  for  the  community  at  large.  He  lab- 
ored in  the  luilpit  and  out  of  it,  night  and 
day,  for  the  re-building  of   the  Mexico  Academy 


and  worked  equally  hard  in  the  struggle  to  bring 
the  railroad  to  this  village.  In  the  .social  and  re- 
hgious  affairs  of  this  vicinity  no  man  of  his  time 
had  a  greater  influence  and  his  services  were  iu 
great  demand  upon  almost  all  public  occasions. 
He  was  an  extensive  traveler,  a  keen  oliserver, 
with  a  mind  stored  with  incidents  racy  and  rich 
and  a  remarkable  readiness  to  relate  them  with 
inimitable  skill.  He  was  never  nonplused,  never 
at  a  loss  for  the  wittiest  and  most  telling  reply. 
As  a  delightful  and  instructive  c'oiupanioii  he  was 
without  a  peer.  After  leaving  Mexico  he  preach- 
ed at  Scottville,  N.  Y.,  for  twelve  years.  He  died 
at  Saratoga  in  1882.  His  funerel  was  held  among 
his  old  people  at  Mexico,  conducted  by  their  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Geo.  Bay  less,  assisted  by  his  life-long 
friend,  the  late  Rev.  A.  Parke  Burgess.  He  was 
buried,  as  was  his  desire,  in  Mexico  village  cem- 
etery. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Heaton  was  lioru  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Elbridge,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  (!, 
1837.  He  was  educated  in  Syracuse  high  schools 
and  Cortland  academy.  He  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  David  Dunham,  at  Bridgeport,  Madison  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  with  Dr.  V.  A.  Baker,  of  Mexico,  N. 
Y.,  graduating  from  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
University  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  May,  18(55, 
and  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Buffalo  in  1877.  He  practiced  med'cine 
in  Mexico  from  18B7  to  1888— just  twenty -one 
years,  and  in  Baldwinsville  for  the  jiast  fifteen 
years  where  he  stUl  resides.  Dr.  Heaton  was 
marrieil  in  1S(!0  to  Sarah  A.  (iates  of  Mexico,  N. 
Y.,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Gates,  of  Fern- 
WDod,  N.  Y.,  and  also  the  adopted  daughter  of 
Sardius  E.  Ball  of  Mexico.  N.  Y.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them,  Hon.  Willis  E.  Hea'on  of 
Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y..  who  is  now  Judge  of  the  Sur- 
rogate's Court  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  ami  Dr.  Earl  (i. 
Heaton,  who  succeeds  his  father  iu  the  jjractice  of 
medicine  at  his  home  in  Baldwinsville.  In  re- 
ligion Dr.  Heaton  is  a  Methodist — an  official  mem- 
ber for  fully  30  years,  and  a  class  leader  for  just  10 


norrowed  Photo.        DR.  C.  E.  HE.\TON. 
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years  in  the  Mexico  and  Bsildwinsville  cliuiches. 
He  is  also  iirominent  in  masonry  being  a  member 
of  the  F.  it  A.  M.,  anil  Eojal  Areli  Chapter  at 
Biildwiusville,  N.  Y.,  auil  a  member  of  the  Miisonic 
Veterans  Association  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,alsoa 
memb.^r  of  the  Onondaga  Medical  Society  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  village 
of  Biddwinsville. 

Luther  Jay  Clark,  manufacturer  of  lioilcrs 
and  portable  engines  which  are  sold  largely  in  the 
New  England  states,  bought  the  Beebe  foundry 
in  187!)  and  has  been  carrying  on  that  industry, 
built  up  to  its  present  dimensions  by  his  own 
business  al)ility,  ever  sinc(\  His  father  Joshua  B. 
Clark,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Jlexico  came  to 
this  town  in  l.SL'4  and  settled  on  the  place  where 
Whitehead  now  lives.  His  farm  also  included 
what  is  known  as  the  Bellchambcr  jdace.  Later 
on  he  sold  the  latter  piece  of  property  and  in 
18)2  traded  the  rest  of  it  for  wild  land  near 
Chicago.  He  sjient  several  jcars  clearing  his 
land,  after  first  coming  here,  and  then  he  Imilt    a 


dam  and  saw  mill  on 
Salmon  creek,  the  site  of 
the  present  electric  liglt 
I>lant.  The  dam  and 
mill  were  among  the 
eatl.est  in  this  part  of  the 
town.  In  lS.">:^aliusine.ss 
enterja-ise  took  him  to 
Haven] )ort.  la.,  where  he 
remained  three  and  a 
half  years,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Illinois  and  set- 
tled down  and  improved 
the  wild  laud  near  Chi- 
cago. Jay.  lioru  Nov. 
bi,  1S42,  was  at  the  time 
his  home  was  moved  to 
1  )a\euj)ort  eleven  years 
old.  The  family  were 
living  in  then-  new 
Illinois  home  when,  in 
Ism,  he  enlisted  hi  the 
■  V-U\  Uliuois  infantry. 
Through  the  remarkable 
I.IVEKV  period  of  four  and  a  half 

years  continuous  service 
in  some  of  the  most  active  and  dangeroTis  bat- 
tles of  the  American  rebellion,  Mr.  Clark  i>assed 
— a  participant  in  the  l)loodiest  fights  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  western  armies.  lie  went  out  in  the 
tirot  campaign  of  Illinois  troops  which  during 
]S()1  was  in  Missouri,  and  returned  only  after  the 
last  Union  victory  was  won,  being  with  his  regi- 
ment marching  from  Mobile  to  Montgomery, 
.^la.,  when  the  first  news  of  Lee's  suriender 
reached  his  regiment  through  Lee's  own  nie.i  sen! 
home  on  parole  granted  at  Apptmiattox.  In  ISiii; 
Mr.  Clark  went  through  the  campaigns  in  Mis- 
souri, .\rkansas,  Louisiana,  Ktntucky,  Mississippi 
and  Tenne.s.see  and  in  18(i;-i  was  in  the  army  that 
captured  Vicksbuvg  — and  was  afterwards  at  the 
cai)ture  of  Jacks<m,  Miss.  Then  he  was  at  New 
Orleans,  and  the  succeeding  winter  in  Texas  and 
along  the  Mexican  gulf  coast.  In  February  lH(i4 
he  re  enlisted  and  during  the  balance  of  the  year 
was  in  the  Ijouisiana  campaigns.  In  18(15  he  was 
through  tlie  gulf  states  and  in  December  of  that 
year  was  mustered  out  at  Vicksburg.  ITpon  his 
return  to  the  north  Mr.  Clark  lived  several  years 
in  Indiana,  traveling  in  Michigan   and    the    west. 
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ami  during  that  time  taking  up  a  liomestea<l  in 
Nebraska.  On  Nov.  4,  1ST4,  he  came  to  Mexico 
and  was  married  to  Amelia  E.  Duell  of  South 
;Me.xico.  They  resided  in  the  west  about  six 
years,  until  he  returned  to  Mexico  in  1879  and 
bought  the  foundry.  His  brothers  and  sisters, 
all  deceased,  were  Xewcomb.  Anni.s  (Mrs.  M.  W. 
Barrett),  Abiieda,  Lucy  and  Francene.  Hi.schild- 
rc))  are  Mrs.  .Jenuie  E.  (Jass  of  Mexico,  Allie  1). 
and  Elbert  J.  CI, irk  who  are  living  at  home. 

The  Great  Indian  Trail  between  Lake  On- 
tario and  the  vUlage  of  the  Onondaga  Indians — 
the  capital  of  the  confederacy  of  the  Iroquois — 
(wo  centuries  before  ai  y  white  settler  came  to 
Mexico,  passed  over  the  ])rosent  sites  of  the  vil- 
lages of  Mexico  and  Colosse.  In  l(i54  it  w;is  fn! 
lowed  by  the  Jesuit  priest,  Lc  Jloine.  acconijian- 
ifd  liy  an  Indian, who  was  liound  for  the  Onondaga 
country  as  a  mi.ssionaiy,  and  the  following  year 
by  other  Jesuit  priests  (See  .sketches  of  "Jesuit  Le 
Moine  at  Mexico"  and  "Jesuitsat  Colofse").  The 
French  coming  from 
Montreal  were  accus- 
tomed to  follow  that 
trail.  They  travelled  by 
water  to  Salmon  river, 
(Selkirk),  where  the  trail 
liegan.  With  the  wind- 
ings it  made  the  distance 
to  Colosse  was  about  15 
miles.  Like  all  Indian 
ti-ads  it  i)uisued  the  best 
course  to  facUitate  walk- 
ing, turning  here  and 
there  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  required  and  to 
get  to  water.  North  of 
the  East  Hill  it  turned 
west  and  struck  Little 
Salmon  river  aliout  where 
Main  street  now  crosses 
the  stream,  which  it  fol- 
lowed for  some  distance 
then  struck  across  to 
Colosse.    From  there  the 


same  tortuous  course  was 
pursued  to  the  Oneida 
river  and  beyond  to  On- 
ontogue  ( Iniliau  Hill)  two 
miles  south  of  Maulius. 
One  of  tie  camping 
places  was  on  the  stream 
near  the  jiresc  nt  farm  of 
(i.  A.  Daus,  which  the 
trail  traversed  from  the 
east.  The  other  cainjiing 
l)lace  was  at  Colosse. 

Jesuits    at    Colosse. 

The  Jesuits,  Chaumout 
and  Claude  Dablon,  en 
route  to  the  castles  of  the 
<  )nondaga  Indians,  left 
Ouebec,  Sept.  li),  ItiSS. 
They  were  the  third  party 
of  white  people  to  sleep 
and  breakfast  in  the  then 
virgin  wilderness  —  now 
the  village  of  Mexico  (See 
"Cbiimi)lain  at  Mexico:" 
and  "Jesuit  LeMoine  at  Mexico").  On  Oct.  26, 
the  party  pa.ssed  from  the  St.  Lawrence  i  iver  on 
to  Lake  Ontario.  On  the_29th  the  iiarty  arrived  at 
Otiataugue  (Salmon  river)  which  was  then  the  great 
outpost  of  the  Iroquois  Indians  and  their  meeting 
place  with  the  French.  This  place  was  also  known 
as  La  Famine  (Famine  Bay,  the  |  placej  of  Famine). 
On  the  30th  the  party  "left  the  water  and  pre- 
pared our  over  land  trip  to  Onontague  [Onon- 
daga]" by  the  "gi-eat  Indian  trail"  (see  sketch 
on  another  page) ;  but  it  was  the  next  day  that 
they  actually  started— a  wild,  picturescpie  party 
of  whiles  and  Indians.  Fifteen  miles  from  Sal- 
mon river  by  the  side  of  a  brook  (iio«  the  site 
of  the  village  of  Colosse)  they  encamped. 

Postmasters  of  Mexico  in  the  order  named 
were  Rawson  A.  Butler,  Starr  Clark,  S.  B.  Barnes, 
John  J.  Lamoree,  La  Fayette  Alfred,  George  I*. 
Johnson,  George  D.  Bal)cock,  Wilfred  A.  Rob- 
bins,  J.  E.  Baker,  W.  M.  Richardson. 
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Maurice  L.  Wright,  Justice  of  the  NaT  York 
Slate  Supreme  Court,  was  born  at  Scriba,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  27,  184.").  He  is  a  descendant  of  Samuel 
Wright,  who  emigrated  fiom  Euglaud  with  the 
Winthro))  cohuiy  to  Massachusetts  in  I(i30.  His 
great  gi'andfather,  Caleb  Wright,  wa.s  in  the  battle 
of  Betiuiiigton  and  supplied  h'msell'  with  bullets 
Viy  melting  the  weights  of  his  eight-day  clock. 
On  his  mother's  side  Justice  Wright  is  descended 
from  Walter  Woodworth,  a  native  of  Kent.  Eng- 
land, who  settled  in  Massachusetts  prior  to  1(!3.5. 
In  this  line  is  (Captain  William  Woodworth  who 
served  under  (ieu.  Wa.shiugton,  and  cummanded 
the  troops  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  His  .son. 
Major  Ldtt  Woodworth  was  iu  the  war  o'  1812, 
and  com 'Handed  his  legiment  at  the  battle  of 
Platt*^bnrgh. 

J^istice  Wright  was  educated  at  Mexico  academy 
and  at  Falley  Seminary.  In  18()4  he  enlisted  in 
the  U.  S  Navy.  Was  assigned  to  the  gunboat 
"Val'cy  City"  of  the  North  Atlantic  squadron, 
commanded  by  Admii'al 
Pi  i-ter.  He  w;w  in  the 
Roanoke  expedition  fol- 
lowing the  sinking  of  the 
ram  Albemarle  by  Cush- 
ing  and  saw  much  hard 
^ervice. 

After  the  war  he  fin- 
ished his  education,  and 
studied  law  in  the  ofti  e 
of  Congressman  .Tohn  C. 
("hurchill  of  Oswego. 
Later  he  entered  the 
(Columbia  Law  school  in 
New  York  City.  He 
graduated  from  the  Col- 
umbia CollegeLawSchool 
at  Washington,  I).  C,  in 
1870.  He  was  then  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  the 
Disi net  of  Columbia.  In 
1872  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York 
state  and  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Hon.  T. 
W.  Skinner,  at  Mexico, 
N.  Y.  For  twenty  years 
he  piacticed  law  there  successfully.  In  187!t  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  village  and  served 
two  terms.  In  1883  he  was  elected  county  judge 
of  Oswego  county  by  the  republican  party.  Was 
i'e-elect«d  in  1889.  Governor  Hill  appointed  him 
a  member  of  the  constitutional  commission  of 
1891),  to  revise  the  judic'ary  article  of  the  state 
constitution.  In  1891  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  oflice  he  now  holds. 

Justice  Wright  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar. He  was  three  terms  Master  of  Mexico 
Lodge  No.  13f'),  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  also  com- 
mander of  the  Grand  .\rmy  Post  at  Mexico  for 
three  terms.  On  Nov.  3,  18l'i9,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Grace  Skinner,  daughter  of  .Tndge  Skinner 
of  Union  Scjuarc*,  N.  Y.  Since  1893,  J\istice 
Wright  has  made  his  home  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

Governors  of  New  York. —  (Jeorge  Clinton 
(Ulster  Co.),  elected  July  9,  1770;  April,  1801; 
John  Jay  (New  York),  April  1795;  Morgan  Lewis 
(Uutchess),    AprU    1804;    Daniel    D.    Tompkins 
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(Richmond),  April,  1807;  John  Taylor,Lieut.  Gov. 
(Albany),  March,  1817;  DeWitt  Clinton  (New 
York,  November,  1817;  Nov.  8,  1824;  Joseph  C. 
Yates  (Schenectady),  Nov.  (i,  1822;  Nathaniel 
Pitcher,  Lieut.  (Jov.  (Washington),  Feb.  11,  1828; 
Miirtia  Van  Buren  (Columbia),  Nov.  ."),  1828;  Euos 
T.  Throop.  Lieut. -(iov.  (Cayuga)  March  12,  1829; 
William  L.  Marcy  (Rensselaer),  Nov.  7,  1832; 
William  H.  Seward  (Cayuga),  Nov.  7,  1838;  Wil- 
liam C.  Bouck  (Schoharie),  Nov.  8,  1842;  Silas 
Wright  (St.  Lawrence),  Nov.  .5,  1844;  .lohn  Young 
(Livingston),  Nov  3,  184();  Hamilton  Fish  (New 
York),  Nov.  7,  1848;  Washington  Hunt  (Niagiu'a), 
Nov.  .5,  1851);  Horatio  Seymour  (Oneidi),  Nov.  2, 
18.V2;  Nov.  4,  18li2;  Myron  H  CUark  (Ontario), 
Nov.  7,  1854;  John  A.  King  ((Queens),  Nov.  4,  1S5H; 
Edwin  D.  Morgan  (New  York),  Nov.  2,  18.58; 
Reuben  E.  Fenton  (Chautau<)a!>),  Nov.  8,  18(;4; 
John  T.  HoUnian  (New  York),  Nov  3,  18()8;  John 
A.  ])ix  (New  York),  Nov.  .5,  1872;  Samuel  .1.  Til- 
den  (New  York),  Nov.  3,  1874;  Lucius  Rolnnson 
(Chemung),  Nov.  7,  1876;  Alonzo  B.  Cornell  (New 
i'ork)Nov.  4,  1879;  Gro- 

ver  Cleveland*  (Erie), 
Nov.  7,  1882;  David  B. 
Hill  (Chemung),  Lieiit. - 
<iov.,  .Tan.(i,1885;  elected 
November  1885,  and  re- 
ele  ted  November,  1888; 
Koswell  P.  Flower  (New 
York,)  Nov.3,  1891;  Levi 
P.  Men-ton  (Dntch-ssi, 
Nov.  C,  1894;  Franks. 
Black  { Rensselaer),  Nov. 
3,  189i;;  Theodore  Roose- 
velt (Queens),  Nov.  8, 
1898;  Benja-ninB.  Odell, 
jr.,  Nov.  C,  19;)0;  Nov.  7. 
1902. 

*OnlyNewYork  govern- 
or elected  to  and  occu- 
pying the  Pivsidential 
chair  before  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  as 
governor. 

State  Officers,    New 

York,  19113  —  I  Elected] 
(Jovernor,  Benjamin  B. 
Odell,  Jr.,  Newburg, 
elected  Nov.  (i,  1900  (second  term).  Lie\it.-Gov., 
Frank  W.  Higgins,  Olean,  Nov.  4,  1902.  Sec'y  of 
State,  John  F.  O'Brien,  West  Chazy,  Nov.  4, 
1902.  Ciomjitroller,  Erastus  C.  Knight,  Buffalo, 
Nov.  (!,  1902  (2u(l  term).  Treasurer,  John  G. 
Wickser,  Buttalo,  Nov.  4,  1902.  Atfv-Gen.,  John 
Buftalo,  Nov.  4,  1902. 
A.  Bond,  Watertown, 
Nov.  8,  lb98  (3d  term).  | Api>oiNTi'.i)]^Supt.  of 
Public  Instruction,  Charles  R.  Skiinier,  Water- 
town,  Feb.  13,  1895.  Supt.  Public  Works, 
Charles  S.  Boyd,  New  York,  Dec.  20,  1901.  Sui)t. 
t>f  lusurance,  Francis  Hendrick>^,  Svracuse,  Feb. 
12,  1900.  Sui)t.  of  Banks,  Frederick  D.  Kilburn, 
Malone,  Jan,  8,  189tl.  Supt.  of  State  I'risons, 
Cornelius  V.  Collins,  Troy,  Feb.  9,  1903.  Com- 
missioner of  .Vgriculture,  Charles  .\.  Weiting, 
Cobleskill,  April  29,  1890.  State  Historian,  Hugh 
Hastings,  New  York,  April  25,  1895.  Commis- 
sioner of  Laljor,  .Tohn  McMackin,  New  York, 
March  0,  1901.  Commissioner  of  E.xcise,  Patrick 
W.  Cullinan,    Oswego,    May   18,  1901.     Supt.  of 
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Cunneen  (only  democrat), 
State  Engineer,    Edward 
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Salt  Spriugs,  Cliarles  Hiscock,  De  Witt,  Jau  22, 
189G.  Supt.  of  Weights  ami  Measures,  Le\\is 
Boss,  Albany,  Eeb.  25,  ISH-t.  State  Architei't, 
George  Le^vis  Hein^,  New  Yoik,  Jau.  20,  1.S99. 
Sujjt.  Public  Buikliugs,  Robert  J.  Hill,  Albauy, 
Jan.  Ifi.  IVtOl.  Supei'visor  of  State  Chanties, 
Harry  H.  Bender,  Albany,  June  9,  1902. 

Jesuit  Le  Moine  at  Mexico,  IC.jJt — One  of  the 
earliest — probably  the  first — white  man  to  set 
foot  on  the  ])resent  site  of  Mexico  was  Champlaiu, 
the  French  governor  of  Quebec  in  1015.  The  sec- 
ond was  Father  Simon  Le  Moine,  the  French  Jesuit 
who  on  Aug.  2,  1G5I,  encamped  south  of  the  pre- 
senttiteof  the  village.  This  ])riest  accompanied  by 
Indians  landed  at  Salmon  ri\er  the  preceding  day. 
On  the  third  he  proceeded  south  crossing  Oneida 
river  on  the  same  day  and  arriving  at  the  chief 
village  of  the  Onondagas  on  the  5th.  On  Aug.  15th, 
after  baptising,preachiug,healingthe  sick  and  giv- 
ingChristian  burial  to  the  dead  for  ten  days  he  starts 
on  his  return  to  Montreal.     His  course  is  by  the 


in  1722  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  The  Colon- 
ial Assembly  in  1720  granted  800  pounds  to  con- 
struct a  fort  which  was  reported  completed  Aug. 
1727.  It  was  described  as  a  stone  building  80 
feet  square,  the  eastern  face  .semi-circular  in  shape 
!Uid  the  walls  four  feet  thick,  having  port  holes 
and  ])rovided  with  water  from  a  deep  well.  It 
.stood  on  the  crest  of  a  knoll  on  the  west  kide  of 
the  river,  forty  feet  from  the  waters  of  the  lake 
and  was  reached  from  the  south  side  by  a  Hightof 
stone  steps.  An  embankment  and  palisades  sur- 
rounded it.  The  tirst  garrison  consisted  af  abeu- 
tenant  and  25  men. 

Great  Fires -London,  Sept.  2-6,  1666,  13,200 
residences  and  89  churches  and  public  buildings 
destroyed.  New  York,  Dec.  16,  1835,  600  liuild- 
ings;  loss  !i;20, 000,000.  Pittsburg,  April  10,  1845; 
1,000  buildings;  loss  .'|;(i,000,00O.  Philadelphia, 
Julv  9,  1850,  350  buildings;  loss  .$1,500,000.  St. 
Louis,  May  4,  1851;  loss  $15,000,000.  San  Fran- 
cisco, Mav  3-5,  1851;  2,500  buildings;  loss  $3,- 
500,000.    'Santiago,  Spain,  Dec.  8. 1863 ; 2,000 per- 


Huestcd,  Photo.  YOUNG  WOMAN'S  FOKEIGN  MISSIOX.\l{V  SOCIETY,  M.  E.  CHl'RCH. 

Top  Row— (left  to  ri^ht)  Mrs.  W.  E.  Jorrton,  Miss  Ellii'  lierry,  Mrs.  \V.  Fish.  Miss  Lena  Hoose,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Hoose, 
Mrs.  E.  Biinlick,  Mrs.W.  Dilli.'nbeek,Miss  .Inna  Berr.v.  Ci'iitei-  liow— (left  to  risht)  Miss  May  Virgil, Miss  Ella  Stern- 
berg. Mrs.  H.  W.  Whitney,  Mrs.  O.  McLymond,  Miss  farili' (rcpsicT.  Lower  Row— (left  to  right)  Mrs.  S.  Ramsay, 
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way  of  Oswego  river  and  coasting  east  in  canoes 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  Arriving  where 
Oswego  now  stands  on  the  20th  LeJIoine  was 
detained  one  day  liy  furious  winds  and  rain.  On 
Aug.  22,  1654,  he  sets  out  in  his  canoe  and  at 
dusk  pulls  into  the  welcomed  and  safe  harbor  of 
Little  Salmon  river  (at  Mexico  Point).  There  his 
Indians  killed  a  stag  and  encamped  for  the  night. 
He  was  accompanied  liy  one  Indian  convert  and 
several  "iiagans,"  his  guides  and  protectors.  "My 
companion  and  I,"  he  writes  of  the  camp  in  Mexi- 
co harbor,  "content  ourselves  with  looking  at 
them  while  they  broil  theii-  steak,  it  being  Satur- 
day, a  day  of  abstinence  for  us."  The  next  day 
the  party  proceeded  to  Salmon  river  where  there 
was  an  Indian  village,  beniitiful  prairies  and  good 
fishing. 

Os-wego  Forts.  — The  earliest  English   trading 
house  at  Oswego  was  constrticted  by  Gov.  Burnet 


sons  killed.  Portland,  Me.,  July  4,  1866;  loss 
.fl.5,000,000.  Chicago,  Oct.  8  and  9,  1871,  1745, 
buHdmgs  destroyed;  three  and  one-half  square 
mUes  of  ruins;  200  persona  killed;  98,.500  made 
homeless.  Boston,  Nov.  9-11,  1872; 800 buildings; 
loss  $73,000,000;  15  persons  killed.  St.Johns,  N. 
B.,  June  21.  1876,  loss  $12,500,000.  Brooklyn 
theatre,  Dec.  5,  1876;  300  lives  lost.  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  1881;  loss  $10,000,000  each. 

Starr  Clark's  Tin  Shop  was  Whig  head- 
quarters in  the  village  of  ]\Iexico  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago — where  Simon's  biUiard  room  now  is. 
Over  sixty  years  ago  Clark  was  the  only  man  who 
took  a  daily  ijajier  in  the  village.  He  was  a 
friend  and  correspondent  of  William  H.  Seward 
and  that  gave  him  a  political  prestige  here.  It 
was  here  that  the  Whigs  gathered  to  hear  the 
latest  news  and  draw  political  sustenance  from  the 
fountain  head. 
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Frederick  A.  Thomas  was  born  in  Mexico 
Sept.  10,  IfSfiT.  He  was  educiited  at  Mexico 
Academy  from  which  institution  he  graduated  iu 
ISS.').  For  several  years  he  was  interested  in  news- 
paper work  iu  ^lexico,  Oswego,  Utica  and  .lack- 
souville,  Fla.  In  M»rch  1892  upon  the  death  of 
his  brother  .\nios  C.  Thomas  he  took  charge  of 
Toronto  and  State  mills  carrying  on  a  large  busi- 
ness for  six  years.  In  October  bS'.lti  Torimto 
mill  burned.  It  was  tilled  with  an  immense 
stock  of  corn  and  feed  ready  for  the  winter's 
trade  and  the  loss  was  estimated  at  .flli.Odl). 
State  mill  was  also  badly  damaged.  Noth- 
ing daunted  by  this  loss,  the  following  spring 
Mr.  Thomas  built  a  new  mill  on  Toronto's 
old  site  which  ht^  sold  to  W.  H.  Osliorn  in 
IHStH.  The  mill  is  (me  of  the  largest  and 
most  perfectly  con.structed  buildings  iu  this 
part  of  the  state  and  is  con.si<leie<l  by  mill 
men  to  be  the  best  arranged  mill  for  a  gen- 
eral country  trade  to  be  found  in  the 
country.  In  IM'.IS  he  removed  the  old  State 
mill  situated  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  the 
creek,  enacting  in  its  place  a  modern  plan- 
ing mill,  Btting  it  with  the  most  modern 
wood  working  machinery.  In  connection 
with  this  was  erected  a  saw  mill  and  hoo|) 
factory.  A  large  number  of  men  found  em- 
ployment here  at  good  wages  the  year 
around.  In  l!t()1  Mr.  Thomas  erected  the 
hjrge  Imilding  on  Main  street  known  as 
the  Masonic  Temple  building — a  beautiful 
modern  striu^ture  oOxHI)  feet  two  stories 
high.  On  the  second  Moor  Mexico  Lodge 
No.  l:!."),  F.  A:  A.  M.,  Mexico  Chapter  No. 
Ktr,  R.  A.  M.,  Victoria  Chajiter  No.  2(1.")  (). 
E.  S.  have  rooms  second  to  none  in  the 
stttte,  taking  into  consideiation  the  size  of 
the  town.  In  i>utting  up  this  Imilding  no 
ex])ense  was  R]>ared  to  make  it  a  pcrftct 
place  for  one  of  its  kind  and  it  is  with 
much  apparent  pride  that  M(^xico  Masonic 
fraternity  i)oint  f)Ut  its  beauties  to  their 
visitors.  The  masons  cannot  lie  otherwise 
than  grateful  to  Mr.  Thomas  for  the  in- 
terest   and    ])lea.sure   he    took    in    erecting 


this  building  for  their  personal  use.  .Tuly  IK, 
1901,  the  planing  mill,  saw  mill  and  h(io|) 
factory  were  entirely  destroyed  by  tire.  This  made 
a  loss  of  over  $20,000  by  fire  in  a  period  of  ti\e 
years.  Jan.  3,  1902,  Mr.  Thomas  wius  obliged  to 
make  a  general  as.signnient,  the  projieity  being 
sold  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Roberlson,  of  Parish.  Through 
tiie  eft'orts  of  Fred  Thomas,  as  he  is  more  fami- 
liarly known,  Mexico  has  the  best  mill  in  the 
county  and  the  best  appointad  Masonic  Lodge 
rooms  in  Xortliern  New  York.  Mexico  has  always 
been  his  home  and  it  has  lieen  his  aim  to  iiromote 
its  ciimmercial  and  social  welfare  notwithstand- 
ing he  has  met  with  many  reverses.  His  sujijiort 
<i(  ]iublic  imiirovement  has  alwuy  been  (  xpected 
and  never  withheld,  he  having  given  freely  dt  his 
time  and  money.  Mr.  Thomas  is  an  enth  siai-lic 
collector  of  curios  and  iu  his  lumie  are  inaiiy 
choice  mementoes  of  his  travels  about  the  United 
States  and  the  country  of  old  ^fexico.  He  is  a 
member  of  Mexico  Lodge,  Mexico  Chajjter,  Lake 
( )ntario(!ommondery,  Syracuse  C'ouncil  ami  .Meilia 
Temple  Shrine.  In  Nov.  ISSS,  Mr.  Thonii'S  mar- 
ried .\nna  H.  Taylor,  daughter  of  John  C.  Taylor. 
They  ha\e  one  son,  John  F.  Thomas.  At  jire 
.sent  Mr.  Thomas  is  editing  a  local  weekly  jiaper  of 
eight  pages,  seven  columns,  called  The  Mexican. 

H.  R.  Huested  made  all  of  t'le  portraits  for 
this  work  at  his  Mexico  studio,  which  will  con- 
tinue as  it  has  in  the  past  to  be  opened  regularly 
every  Saturday.  All  of  his  work  is  finished 
at  his  nevf  ground  floor  studio.  No.  9,  Stone  St., 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,  which  is  newly  ecpiipped  with 
the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  accessories. 


H.  R.  HUESTED. 
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Battles  Rebellion;  when  fought;  other  facts:— 
Autictain,  Sept.  1<!-17,  (i2.  Acqua  Creek,  Miiy  31, 
(il.  Avoyelles  Prairie,  La,  May  l(i,  M.  Atlanta, 
bombarded  Aug  9,  6-t;  occupied  by  federals  Hept 
•1:  destroyed  Nov  li;  evacuated  Dec  20;  Sherman 
entert  d  Dec  21. 

Bull  Hun,  1st,  July  18,  61.  Bull  Run,  2nd, 
July  21.  (il .  Baltimore,  attack  Mass.  (5  inf,  Apl  19, 
111.'  Big  Belhel,  Va,  JunelO,  61.  Boonville,  Mo, 
.luue8;61.  Bidls  Bluflf,  Oct  21,  61.  Belmont, 
Nov.  8,  61.  Bottoms  Bridge,  May  24,  62.  Bayou 
de  Cache,  Ark,  July  7,  62.  Baton  Kouge,  Ark, 
Aug  5,  62.  Ball  Bun,  Aug  29-80,  62.  Bakeis 
Creek  (Vicksburg)  May  16,  63.  Big  Black  Eiv.  r 
Bridge  (Vicksburg),  May  17,  63.  Big  Black 
Iviver  (Vicksburg),  July  8,  63.  Bristow  Station, 
Va,  Oct  14,  (53.    Brown's  Ferry,  Tenn,  Oct  26,  63. 

Corinth,  Miss,  May  26-28,  62;  evacuated  by 
confederates  May  29,  occupied  by  federals  May 
30;  attacked  by  confederates,  Oct  i,  62.  Carth  ge, 
:Mo,  July  5,  61.  Carricksford,  Va,  July  13,  61. 
Clark  and  Hutteras  forts,  bomb  and  cap,  Aug  28, 

61.  Carinfex  Ferry,  Va,  Sept  10,61.  Cross  Keys, 
Va,  June  8,  ()2.  Cedar  Mountain,  Aug  9,  62; 
drawn  tight  between  Banks  with  7,000  men  and 
Jackson  with  12,000.  ChantUly,  Sej)t  1,  (VJ;  Pope 
vs  Jackson.  Chancellorsville,  Va,  Nay  1-5,  Ii3; 
Hooker  vs  Lee.  Clinton,  Miss,  May  6,  63. 
Chick.imauga,  (xa.  Sept  19-20,  63.  C'harlestowu, 
S  C,  bombarded  Sept  14,  63.  Chattanooga,  Tenn, 
Nov.  23,  63.  Cane  River,  Apl  24,  64.  Cedar 
Creek,  Oct  19,  (!4.  Carlisle,  Pa,  July  1,  63.  Cold 
Harlior,  June  1-3,  64. 

Draft  Riots,  N  Y,  Jidy  13-18,  63;  Boston, Brook- 
lyn and  Jersey  City,  Julv  l.'j,  63.  Drainesville, 
Va,  Dec  20,  61.  Dug  "Spring,  Mo,  Aug  2,  61. 
Donelson,  Feb  12-16,  62;  Grant  40,000  men  vs 
Floyd  18,000.     Darling,  fort,  bombarded    Jlay  9, 

62.  Deej)  Run,  Va,  Aug  16,  64.  Elizabeth  City, 
N  C,  Feb  10,  ()2. 

Fisher,  fort,  attacked  l^ec  24-25,  64.  Franklin, 
Tenn,  Nov  30,  64.  Fair  Oaks,  May  3l-June  1,  62. 
Fort  Craig,  N  M;  Feb  21,  62.  Farrington,  Miss, 
Mav  9,  62.  Fnmt  Royal,  Va,  May  23,  (i2.  Fay- 
ettevilL',  Ark,  July  14,"  62;  2nd,  Dee  7,  62.  Fred- 
ericksburg, ^'a,  caj]  by  Gen  Sedgwick  May  3,  1)3. 
Fourteen  MOe  Creek  (Vicksbui-g),  May  6,  63. 
Fishers  Hill,  Sept  22,  64. 

Greenbrier,  Va,Oct3,  61.  Galveston,  Texas,  Jan 
1,  63.  Grand  Ciulf,  May  3,  63,  cap  by  Admiral  Por- 
ter's Heet;  evacuated  May  4.  Gum  Swamp,  N  C, 
May  22-23,  63.  Gettysburg,  July  1-3.  63;  Lee  re- 
treats July  6.  Grant's  Va  Campaign  began  May 
3,  64.     Guntown,  June  10,  64. 

Harpers  Ferry,  evacuated  by  confederates,  June 
14,  61 ;  capt  by  confederates  Sejjt  15,  62.  Hilton 
Head,  Nov.  7,(il.  Henry,  fort,  captured  Feb  ti, 
62  by  Com  A  H  Foote.  '  Hampton  Roads,  Mch 
8,  62,  Merrimac,  attack  on  U  S  vessels;  Mch  9, 
62,  Monitor  defeats  Merrimac.  Hanover,  Pa, 
June  30,  63.     I-u-ka,  Miss,  Sept  20,  62. 

Jackson,  fort,  and  St  PhOip.  bombarded,  liegun 
Apl  18,  ()2 ;  surreudered  Ajjl  28.  .Tames  Island, 
June  14,  62.  Jackson,  Miss,  May  14,  evacu- 
ated May  16,  6:3.  Kelleys  Ford,  caviilry  fight, 
Mch  17,  63.  Kilpatrick's  raid  on  Richmond,  Feb 
28-Mch  1-2,  63  Lookout  Mountain,  Nov  25,  63. 
Lexington,  Tenn,  J.au  1,  63.  Lee's  Invasion, 
Penn,  l)egan  .Tune  12,  63;  occupied  (iettysburg 
26,  York  28,  Mechanicsburg  28;    evacuated   York 


30. 


Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  62.     Mumfordsville,   Ky, 


Sept  14-16;  Deo  17,  61.  MiU  Spring,  Ky,  Jan  19, 
62;  Thomas  13,000  vs  Crittenden  and  Zollicofter 
10.000.  Macon,  fort,  bomb  and  cap  Apl  25,  62. 
McDowell,  Va,  May  8,  (52.  Memphis  surr  June 
6,  62.  Mechanicsville,  Va,  1st,  June  26,  62,  Mc- 
Clellan  defeated  by  Jackson ;  2nd  June  27,  federals 
recross  CLickahominy.  Murfreesboro,  Tenn, 
July  13,  62,  federals  defeated;  2nd,  Dec  31,  62, 
.Tan  1,  63;  otc  by  federids  Jan  5.  Marysville,  Ark, 
Oct  22,  62.  McAllister,  fort,  Jan  27,  Fel>  1,  Mch 
1,  63.  Monticello,  Ky,  May  1,  63.  Millikens 
Bend,  June  6-7,  63.  Mechanickslmrg,  Pa,  occ  by 
Lt  e  June  28,  63.  Morgans  Invasion  of  Ohio  and 
Penn  July  8-26,  63;  Morgan  cap  July  2<).  Mari- 
etta, Ga,  occ  by  Sherman,  July  3,  64.  Monocacy, 
July  9,  64.  Mobile  Bay,  Aug  5,  64.  Morgan, 
fcrt,  bomb  Aug  22,  64,  sun-  23. 

New  Orleans  cap  Apl  26,  62.  Norfolk,  Va,  surr 
May  10,  62.  New  Market,  W  Va,  May  15,  (i4. 
Nashville,  Dec  15-16,  64.  Opequan,  Sept  19,  ()4. 
Pea  Ridge,  Tenn,  Mch  6-8,  62;  Curti.ss  22,000 
vs  McCuUough  35,000.  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn, 
Apl  6-7,  62.  Phillippi,  Va,  June  2,  61.  Pilot 
Knob,  Mo,  Oct  16,  61.  Port  Rovid  Island,  S  C, 
Jan  2,  62.  Pulaski,  liomb  and  cap  l)y  Hunter 
Apl  11,  62.  Port  Republic,  June  9,  ()2i  Shields 
vs  Jackson.  Peach  Orchard  and  Savage  Station, 
Va,  June  29,  62.  Popes  retreat  begun  Aug  18, 
62.  Perry  viUe,  Kv,  Oct  8-9,  62.  Port  Hudson,  La, 
bomb  Mch  14,  63';  2nd  bomb  Mav  9-10;  3rd  bomb 
May  27-28,  June  3,  surr  July  8.  *  Paris,  Ky,  July 
29,63.  Petersburg,  att  June  15;  mine  exjilosion 
JiUy  30,  64.  Peebles  farm,  Sept  30,  64.  Quaker 
Church,  June  17,  64. 

Resaca,  Ga,  May  15,  64.  Rich  Mountain,  Va, 
July  11,  61.  Roanoke  Island,  Feb  7-8,  62.  Rich- 
mond, Ky,  Aug  30,  (52.  Ringgold,  Nov  27,  (i3. 
Reams  Station,  Aug  18;  2nd  Aug 25.  Round  Top 
Mountain,  Oct  9,  64. 

Sumter,  fort,  bomb  Apl  11-13,  61;  bomb  by 
federals  Aug  12,  Oct  1,  Dec  10,  64.  Sewells  Pt, 
Va,  May  18,  61,  federals  att  rebel  batteries;  first 
offensive  against  confederates  in  the  war.  Sugar 
Creek,  Ark,  Feli  17,  62.  St  Charles,  Ark,  June 
17,  62.  South  Mountain,  Md,  Sept  14,  l!2. 
Stone  River,  Tenn,  Jan  1-2,  63.  Somerville,  Ky, 
Mch  30,  63.  Sulphur  Springs  Bridge,  Aug  11,  64. 
Strawberry  Plains,  Aug  14,  64.  Sherman's  inva- 
sion of  (iulf  State-',  begun  May  6,  64;  occ  Dal- 
toii,  May  14;  occ  Resaca  15;  Kingston  18;  Dallas 
28;  Culps  farm  June  22;  Kenesaw  and  Marietta 
Julv  3  (see  Atlanta) ;  orders  for  march  to  sea  Nov 
9.    "Spottsylvania,  May   10,   64. 

Thompsons  Landing  (Vicksburg)  May  1,  63. 
Tuscumbia,  Ala,  Oct  21,  63.  Trevillian  Station, 
June  11,  64. 

Vicksburg,  Grants  army  invests  May  18,  63; 
fortifications  assaulted  May  19;  complete  invest- 
ment 2(1;  Grants  ultimatum  unconditional  sur- 
render May  21;  general  a.ssault  May  20-22;  bomb 
May  22-25,  31,  June  20;  surr  July  4;  federals  cap- 
ture 31,000  men  commanded  by   Pemberton. 

Wilsons  Creek,  Mo,  Aug  10,  61 ;  Lyons  vs  Mc- 
CuUough. Winchester,  Va,  Mch  23,  62;  2nd  July 
31,  (i3.  Wright,  fort,  Apl  14,  62,  May  10,  62. 
West  I'oint,  Va,  May  7,  62.  White  House,  Va, 
evac  by  McClellan  June  24,  62.  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Va,  June  30,  62.  Wagner,  fort,  assaulted 
Sept  4,  63;  cap  Sept  6.  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
Va,  Oct  10,  63.  Wilderness,  1st  day.  May  5,  64 
Yorktown,  bomb  by  McClellan  begun  Ajd  30, 
62;  evac  by  confederates  May  4.  Yazoo  City, 
Miss,  cap  by  federals  May  13,  63.  Y^ellow  Bavon, 
La,  May  18,  64. 
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The  Colosse  Cornet  Band  claims  the  dis- 
tincticiii  i>t'  being  the  dldest  liaml  iu  the  county, 
hiiving  been  organized  iu  tlie  sunimev  of  ISTM  and 
fully  keeping  up  the  organization  ever  .since. 
Only  .SIH.OII  was  first  at  the  di.S]>osal  of  the  band. 
I'art  of  tlie  instruments  were  purchased  of  the 
old  48th  regimental  baud,  having  been  Tised  by 
them  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  The  ori- 
ginal members  were  Stanley  J.  House,  ('has.  W. 
House,  Samuel  C.  I'erlet,  Spencer  15.  Webb, 
Theodore  (iothier,  Alfred  W.  Calkins,  Bobt.  H. 
Baker,  .\lfred  W.  Kicb:ii'dson,  W.  M.  Richardson, 
H.  L.  Huntley  and  W.  J.  Rowe.  The  present 
meniber.ship  consists  of  Chas.  W.  House,  Staidey 
J.  House.  Bert  House,  Fred  W.  House,  Arthur 
Jaquin,  Fr.m'c  aiiui".  Henry  C.  Le  Clair,  ("elcstc 
Henry,  (ieo.  J.  Loren,  Heni-y  D.  Nichols,  ('has. 
Hammccker,  Xornan  Alger,  Frank  Henry  Jr., 
Julius  Tackley.  ('lanuce  Booth,  I'Jbert  I'ettin- 
gale,  .Vrtliur  Bcley,  B.  S.  Davey,  Hubert  (iardiner. 


mis-ion  at  Onondaga,  the  French  governor  having 
made  them  a  grant  of  a  hundred  S(juare  leagues  of 
land  in  the  heart  of  the  Iro(juois  country.  To- 
wards the  last  of  June  they  sailed  into  Lake  On- 
tario and  the  following  day  landed  at  La  Famine 
where  they  went  into  quarters  ))uttrng  uj)  l)ark 
huts  a'  d  preparing  to  stay  seveiiJ  days  jirior  to 
their  overland  trip  south.  They  found  them- 
selves at  the  mouth  of  a  broad  river,  which  they 
knew  to  possess  an  abundance  of  salmon  trout, 
and  where  they  hojied  to  get  enough  food  to  last 
them  to  the  end  of  their  journey.  It  was  not  an 
entirely  new  sjiot  to  them  since  they  ha<l  pre- 
viously stopjied  there.  But  the  river  was  at  this 
time  very  high  and  while  their  provisions  con- 
tinued to  diminish  in  spite  of  their  ett'orts  to  ob- 
tain more  tish  they  were  too  nearly  faiui.shed  to 
continue  their  journey  without  iu  some  way  obtain- 
ing more  food.  Finally  they  were  forced  to  ex- 
))lore  the  fields  and  woods  for  beiTies.  All  of 
their  Indians  deserted  them  and  to  make   matt*?rs 


.sii. 


it< 


THi:  COLOSSK  COIi.NKT  ll.V.M). 
It  lV'(t<*n«iIl,  Arthur  .laqiiln.  Kri  <1  Housi-, 


■ll.    I'll! 

Top  K(iw-(lelt  t(i  rijjlit)  Elbert  I'lltciiKill,  Aitliur.lacitilii.  Kidl  )Ii>iise,  Henry  D.  .Nichols,  Henry  ('.  Let'lair, 
Chireiiee  Booth,  .lohn  Coljb.  Middle  itow— Stanlcj-  .1.  Hoii.s<',  Frar^k  .laciiiiii.  Georjre  Loreii.  Cliar'jcs  \V.  House, 
Hubert  Gardner,  Frank  Henr.\'  .Ir.,  N.  N.  Al^fer.    Lower  How— Cele.ste  Hi-nrj'.  Charles  Hainitiecker.  .Inlivis  Tackh'y. 


Elmer  C'ottt^t  and  (!ha.s.  Alsever.  The  members 
of  this  baud  are  recpiired  to  sign  a  contract  not  to 
touch  liipior  whil(>  out  on  a  job. 

Jesuit's  Name  La  Famine* — The  mouth  of 
the  Salmon  river  was  one  of  the  earliest  known 
resorts  for  French  and  Indian  fishing  parties.  It 
was  while  a  party  of  Jesuits  were  on  their  way  to 
the  country  of  the  Onondagas  that  they  stopiied 
several  days  at  La  Famine  to  replenish  their  su|> 
)ilies  by  fishing.  The  party  consisted  of  four 
Jesuit  priists,  Le  INIcrcier,  the  sujierior,  Dablon. 
Men  ltd  and  Fremin,  acc^impanied  by  thirty  or 
fortv  other  Frenchmen  and  escorti'd  by  Maj. 
Zacliary  l)u  Puys,  the  commandant  of  the  fort  at 
(Quebec  and  ten  of  his  soldiers.  Then'  were  also 
a  few  Hurons,  Onondagas  and  Senecxs,  converts 
fidin  the  Jesuit  missions.  It  was  May  17,  Ifi.jCi, 
when  the  e.\i)edition  set  out  from  (Quebec.  The 
object  of  the  journey    wa.s   to   estaV)li«h   a   Jesuit 


worse  the  Father  Superior,  to  whose  efforts  alone 
weri'  due  the  confidence  and  ability  of  the  Jiarty 
to  thus  far  keep  up,  fell  ill  and  for  a  time  his  life 
was  despaired  of.  At  last  it  became  imj)erdt  vely 
necessary  to  resume  the  journey  and  with  vows 
made  to  their  favorite  saints  ih.  y  departed,  fir.st 
gi\  ing  to  the  spot  where  nearly  the  whole  jjarty  hud 
succumbed  to  starvation  the  name  of  La  Famine. 

Lakes,  Area. — Superior,  'M'A)  miles  long;  ii2,- 
(111(1  .s(|uare  miles.  ]},ukal,  'MO  long;  17,7.">l)  s(j.  m. 
Michigan,  :!40;  22,401).  Oreat  Slave,  .■!!)();  S,()()0. 
Winnipeg,  2(14;  .S,i"i()().  Huron,  250;  21,000.  Erie, 
240;  il,(;00.  Athabiusca,  280;  4,(100.  Ontario.  I'.M); 
(1,:100.  Nicaraugua,  110;  2,>s:!().  Maracavbo.  100; 
7, .".00.  (ireat  Bear,  150;  14.000.  Ladoga,  120; 
f!,SOt.  (Jhamplain,  12(1;  1,500.  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  K5;  7.(1.50.  (ireat  Salt  I;uke,  <»();  2,2!»0. 
Constance,  44;  200.  (Jeneva,  5;!;  4110.  (leorge, 
:!(!;  110.     Cayuga,  38;  104.     Utah,  24;  130. 
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Courtesy  ot  Rev.  S.  S.  liidwill. 

THE  COLOSSE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BUILT  1834. 
The  first  church  edifice  erected   in   Oswego   county  (still 
standing.)    The  body  ot  Rev,  Gamaliel  Karnes,  the  first  pastor, 
is  buiitd  in  the  cemetery  back  of  tlie  chureh. 

Oneida  Lake  Mythology. —  Iroquois    tradi- 
tion makes  Oneida  lake  the  plase  where  the  earth 
was  created:   A  woman  descending  from  the  high- 
er world  of  light  upon  amattrassintothesea  of  the 
lower  world  (chaos) — a  world  peopled  with  mon- 
sters— was  received  upon  the  hack  of  a  huge  turtle 
■which  had  prepared  for  her  a  couch  by  varnishing 
his  shell  with  earth.     And  this  turtle  increased  in 
size  and  became  a   considerable   island   of  earth, 
apparently  covered  with  small  bushes,  which  was 
Great   Island.      And    the   woman   gave    birth  to 
twins,  one  of  a   gentle   disposition,  Euigorio,  the 
good  mind,  and  the  other  which  jiossessed  an  in- 
solence   of  character,    Enigonhahetgea,    the   bad 
mind.     To  the  former   is   due  the  creation  of  the 
sun  (from  his  mother's   head)    which  flooded  the 
world  with  light  by  day ;  the  moon  (a  fragment  of 
liis  mother's  body)    which   gives   light   at   night; 
numerous  spots  of  light  caUed  stars ;  and  all  good 
things  in  the  universe — streams,  game   and  other 
necessities  and  enjoyments  of  the  Indians.     And 
after  preparing   this  Edeu  for  the  red  men,  Eni- 
gorio  was  in  doubt  respecting  some  being  to  pos- 
sess the  Great  Island;  and  he  formed  two  images 
of  the  ground   in   his   own  likeness,  a  male  and  a 
female,  and  bj  his  breathing  into  their  nostrils  he 
gave   them   living   souls,    and    named   them  EA- 
GWE-HOWE,    i.  e.  the  real  people,  mean- 
ing of  course  the  Iroquois.  But  what  became 
of  the  bad  mind.  Cusick,  the  native  Iroquois 
historiau,  says  that  when  Enigorio  turned 
on  the  light  the  monsters   sought  to  hide 
themselves  in  dark  caverns;   and    the    l)ad 
mind    built   liUls  and   mountains,    falls    of 
water,    great  steeps,  various  reijtiles— all  of 
those  things  which  lay  obstructions  iu   the 
path  of  the  Indian  and  make    his   hunting 
more   diflicult.     And   the     bad     miml     en- 
deavored to  copy  the  good  mind's  creation. 
His  images  of  earth   turned  out  to  be  In- 
dians, Init   not  the  Iroquois,  who  like   the 
Israelites  were  chosen  of  the  (ireat  Manitou. 
After  a  great  battle  between  the  good  and 
the   bad   minds — God   and  the    Devil— the 
latter   is   driven  down  to  eternal  doom  and 
the  good  spirit  retired  from  the  earth  to  his 
celestial  regions  above. 


Size    of    Large   Bodies    of   Water. — 

Oceans— Pacitic,  80,000,000  sij.  miles;  Atlan- 
tic, 40,000,000;  Indian,  20,000,000;  South- 
ern, 10,000,000:  Arctic,  5,000,000.  Seas- 
Mediterranean,  2,000  miles  long;  Caribbean, 
1,800;  China,  l,700;Red,l, 400;  Japan, 1,000; 
Ulack,  932;  Caspian,  640;  Baltic,  600; 
Okhatsk,  600;  White,  4.50;  Arai,  250. 
Lakes — Superior,  360  by  120  miles  in  area; 
Michigan,  340  by  60  miles;  Ontario,  190  by 
40;  Erie,  270  by  50;  Huron,  250  by  90; 
('hamplain,  126  by  12;  Cayuga,  36  by  4; 
George,  36  by  3;  Baikal,  360  by  .35;  Great 
Slave,  300  by  45;  Winnipeg,  240  by  40; 
Athabasca,  200  by  20;  Maracaybo,  150  by 
60;  Great  Bear,  150  by  40;  Ladoga,  125  by 
75;  Constance,  45  by  10;  (leneva,  53  by  10; 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  70  by  25. 

Great  Bells,  the  weight,  viz: — "Great 
Bell, "Moscow, 443, 732  pounds;  St.  Ivans,Moscow, 
127,830  pounds;  Pekin,  120,000  pounds;  Vienna, 
40,200  pounds;  Olmutz,  Bohemia,  40,000  pounds; 
Rouen,  France,  40,000  pounds;  St.  Pauls,  Lon- 
don, 38,470  pounds;  "Big  Ben,"  Westminister, 
30,3.50  pounds;  Montreal,  28,560  pounds;  St. 
Peters,  Rome,  18,600  pounds;  Liberty  Bell,  Phda- 
delphia,  cast  in  London  in  1752,  weiglis  2,000 
pounds.  It  was  cracked  the  first  time  it  was 
used  in  1753  and  was  recast  in  PhilMdeljthia  the 
same  year.  A  few  years  after  the  Revolution  it 
was  cracked  again  while  being  rung. 

Mountains, New  York  -Altitude  and  locality, 
viz  :— Adironiiaoks  :— Marcy,  5,467  feet,  Mcln- 
tyre,  5,183,  McMartin,  5,000,  and  Dial  (Nipple), 
4,600  in  Essex  county;  White  Face,  4,855,  Clinton 
county;  Seward,  4,000,  Franklin  county.  Cat- 
.SKiLLs:— Round  Top,  3,801,  High  Peak,  3,718, 
Pine  Orchard,  3,000,  Greeucjuuty;  Sliawangunk, 
1,886,  Orange  county.  Butter  Hill,  1,520,  Old 
Beacon,  1,47J,  Breakneck,  1,187,  Anthony's  Nose, 
1,128.  I>?olated: — Defiance,  (near  Tieo'nderoga) 
750.  Essex  county ;  Palisades,  550.  Rockland  Co.; 
Fort  Putnam  (near  West  Point),  500,  Orange  Co. ; 
Harbor  Hill,  319,  Long  Island;  Richmond  Hill, 
Staten  Island,  307. 


Courtesy  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Uidwell. 

THE  FIRST  SURROGATE'S  OFFICE  (at  Ci 
iiSWF.GO  COUNTV  [still  standinj; 
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Old  I'hotcis.  LEVI  MATTHEWS. 

SOI.OMON  M.\TTHE\VS.  liEdUGE  P.  MATTHE\ 

Levi  Matthews  wa.s  born  in  Mas.sacliusetts, 
Dec.  0,  1774.  lu  1798  lie  married  Rebecca  Walk- 
er and  alioiit  two  years  later  they  came  to  the 
towu  of  Mexico,  taking-  a  farm  where  they  lived 
tlie  balance  of  their  lives,  raising  ten  cliildren. 
iMr.  Matthews,  l)ei5ides  being  a  successful  farmer, 
conducted  a  grist  mill  wliich  stood  on  the  west 
shore  of  Little  Salmon  river  in  the  village  of  Mex- 
ico, where  one  of  the  Osborn  mills  now  stands. 
His  integrity  in  business  matters  gave  him  the 
name  of  "the  honest  miller."  Mr.  Matthews  was 
a  strong  temiierance  advocate  and  an  active  Pres- 
byterian and  gave  lilierally  towards  repairing  the 
old  church  in  1.S14,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
charter  members.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  or- 
ganized the^Iasonic  lodge 
in  Shuabel.\lfrpd's  house, 
in  1808.  A  niece  of  his, 
a  graduate  of  Oberlin 
college,  was  for  years 
pronnnent  on  the  lecture 
jiliitform  in  advocacy  of 
woman  sutl'nigc.  Hi' 
died  .\pril  24,  bSiy,  and 
his  wife.  May  l:!.   l.S,-..S. 

Solomon  Matthews,  a 
son  of  Levi,  was  bom 
on  the  the  farm  in  thr 
town  of  Mexico,  June  21, 
IHI],  and  when  about  2:! 
years  old  went  to  Deni 
erestville,  t'anada,  where 
he  engaged  in  tlie  trade 
of  a  cooper,  making  bar- 
rels. In  March,  I8:i'.l,  ]i,' 
married  Susnu  Dorland. 
who  died  in  1S44.  ( )n 
F.'b.  11,  184.".,  he  we<ldid 
Amy  Clark  and  in  ^hireh, 

]H47,    they    removed     to       (iKoUGF,  r.  MAITIIKW 
I\rpxico.      Fonr  children  'vwv.  .m attmkws  m 


were  the  fruit  of  this  marriage.  Mr. 
^Matthews  was  the  superintendent  of  the 
Mexico  and  Oswego  plank  road  and  of  the 
county  fairs,  Ciich  five  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  and  liberal  contributor  to  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.M.  was  a  courte- 
ous, obliging  man,  always  cheerful  and 
lia\-ing  a  jjeasaut  word  for  all.  He  died, 
March  2.'.,  18t)2. 

(ieorge  Paschal  Matthews,son  of  Solomon, 
was  born  .\pril  5.  18.")3.  on  the  farm  which 
lie  still  onus.  On  Oct.  25,  1.S77,  he  married 
Eva  A.  Miller.  They  moved  to  the  village 
of  Mexico,  April  1.  1894. 

The  Sho-w  WindoTF. — The  growth  of   a 

town  increases  property  valuations,  enlarges 

the  circumference  of  local  trade  and  expands 

rental    values.      It   increases   churcli    and 

school  attendance.    It  ju-ovides  more  mouths 

to  be  fed,    more  bodies  to  lie  clothed,  more 

people  to  be  amused.     CVimpetition  between 

i-omniunities  is  to-da.v  as  stirring  as  between 

tradesmen.     The   latter   displays  his  goods 

.^  and  advertises  their  values.     Why  may  not 

the  former?     The  Historicid  Souvenir  is  the 

show  window  for  a  community.     The  character  of 

its  public  institutions,  its  scenery,  its  enterprises, 

and  its  places  of  business  and  recreation  displayed 

to   the   world   in  half  lone  engravings  will  do  for 

the  community   what   the   show   window  and  the 

local  newsjiaper  advertising   column   do    for   the 

merchant.     If  every  family  in  ^Mexico  has  mailed 

one  of  these  Souvenirs,  who  can   doubt   what  the 

publication  is  worth  to  Mexico. 

The  First  .Marriage  in  the  town  of  Mexico 
was  that  of  the  wido«-  of  Nathaniel  Rootl  and 
Richard  (Jaffurd  which  occurred  in  1790,  the  year 
after  the  briile's  first  husband  was  lost  in  the  lake. 
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The  State  Legislature  consists  of  a  senate 
with  fifty  memljers  and  an  assembly  with  150 
members.  Both  houses  are  required  by  the  con- 
stitution to  meet  annually  on  the  tirst  Wednesday 
in  Januiry,  the  legi-lative  term  and  political 
year  to  begin  .January  1.  The  senators  serve  two 
years  and  the  assemblymen  one  year.  No  restric- 
tion is  placed  ou  the  duration  of  the  annual  ses- 
sions. The  annual  salary  of  senators  and  assem- 
blymen is  the  same.  $1,500,  with  an  extra  allow- 
ance of  ten  cents  a  mile  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  capital  over  "the  most  usual  route"  once 
during  the  session.  No  member  of  the  legislature 
shall  receive  a  civil  appointment  of  any  character. 
A  majority  of  either  house  constitutes  a  quorum 
for  doing  business,  except  on  the  final  passage  of 
bills  carrying  appropriations,  creating  debt  or 
imjiosing  a  tax,  when  it  is  necessary  for  three- 
fifths  to  bo  present,  and  has  the  exclusive  right  to 
make  its  own  rules  and  lie  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tions returns  and  rjualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. Either  house  has  the  right  to  close  its  doors 
against  the  public  and  may  at  any  time  .shut  out 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  press  from  getting 
the  proceedings.  Neither  house  can  adjourn  for 
more  than  two  days  without  the  consent  of  the 
other.  For  any  speech  or  debate  the  niemliers 
shall  not  be  questioned  by  any  outsider;  and  all 
members  are  exempt  from  ai'rest. 

Planets. — Sun,  diameter,  822,000  miles;  re- 
volves once  in  25  days,  8  hours,  10  minutes.  Mer- 
cury, diameter,  3,150  miles;  revolution  about  the 
Sun  in  88  d;  diiirnal  revolution  (length  of  day)  1 
d,  0  h,  5  m;  distance  from  the  Sun,  '■)■'>  mUlious  of 
miles.  Venus,  diameter,  7,718;  revolution,  225  d; 
diurnal,  23  h,  21  m;  distance,  66  millions.  Earth, 
diameter,  7,916;  revolution  365]  d;  diurnal,  23  h, 
56  minutes;  distance,  91  millions.  Moon,  diame- 
ter, 2,160  miles;  revolution  about  the  earth  in  27 
d,  7  h,  43  m:  distance  from  the  earth  237,000 
miles;  the  lunar  month,  from  one  conjunction  to 
the  Sun  to  another,  is  29  d,12  h,  14  m,  2  s.  Mars, 
diameter,  4,093;  revolution,  687  d;  diurnal,  1  d, 
0  h,  37  m ;  distance,  139  millions.  Flora,  diame- 
ter not  given;  revolution,  1,139  d;  diurnal  not 
given;  distance  201  millions.  Hvgeia,  diameter 
not  given;  revolution,  2,041  d;  duirnal  not  given; 
distance  288  millions.  Jipiter,  diameter,  85,968; 
revolution,  4,332  d;  diurnal,  9  h,  55  m;  distance, 
575  millions.  Saturv,  diameter,  79,013;  revohi- 
tion,  10,7.59  d;  diurnal,  10  h,  16  m;  distance,  871 
millions.  Urants,  diameter,  34,292;  revolution, 
30,687  d;  diurnal  not  known;  distance  1,7.52  mil- 
lions. Neptunf,  diameter,  37,000;  revolution, 
1)0,127  d;  diurnal  not  known;  distance,  2,743  mil- 
lions. A.steroids,  a  system  of  upwiU'ds  of  a  hun- 
dred planets  thus  far  discovered  ranging  in  diam- 
eter, each,  so  far  as  is  known,  from  50  to  230  miles, 
occupying  a  belt  about  200  million  milea  wide 
and  averaging  in  distance  from  the  Sun  from  200 
millions  to  300  millions  of  miles.  The  four  largest 
are  Ceres,  Pallas,  Juno  and  Vesta. 

Vote,  New  York  State— In  1900  Mclvinley  re- 
ceived 821,992,  Bryan  678,387,  Malloney  (socialis- 
tic-labor) 12,622,  Woollev(proh.)  22,043 and  Debs 
(Soc-dem)  12,689. 

In  1902  Odell  received  665,150,  Coler  655,398, 
Manierre  (proh)  20,490,  DeLeon  (Soc-labor)  15,- 
886,  Hanford  (Soc-dem)  23,400  and  Eider  (Lib- 
eral-dem)  1,894. 


High  Structures  of  the  World.— Eiirel,Paris, 

984  feet;  Washington,  Washington,  555;  Pyra- 
mid of  Cheops,  Egypt,  486;  Antwerp  Cathedral, 
Belgium,  476;  Stra.sburg  Cathedral,  Germany,  474; 
Pyramid  of  Cephrenes,  Egypt,  456;  St.  Peter's 
church,  Rome,  448;  St.  Martin's  church.  Land- 
shut,  Germanv,  411;  St.  Paul's  church,  London, 
365;  SaHsbury  Cathedral,  England,  40O;  Cathed- 
ral, Florence,  Italy,  387;  Cathedral,  Cremona, 
Lombardy,  396;  Cathedral,  Friboiu'g,  Germanv, 
386;  Cathedral,  Seville,  Spain,  360;  C^athednil, 
]Milau,  Lombardy,  355;  Cathedral  Utrecht,  Hol- 
land, 356;  Pyramid  of  Oakkarah,  Egyjit,  356, 
Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame,  Munich,  Bavaria,  348; 
St.  Mark's  church,  Venice,  328;  Assinelli  Tower. 
Bologna,  Italy,  272;  Trinity  church,  New  York, 
284;  Column  at  Delhi,  Hindoostan,  262;  Church 
at  Notre  Dame.  Paris,  224;  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment, Boston,  221;  Leaning  Tower  of  Pisa,  Italy, 
179;  Washington  Monument,  Baltimore,  175. 
Monument,  Place  Vendome,  Paris,  153;  Trajan's 
Pillar,  Eome,  151;  Obelisk  of  Luxor,  Paris,  110; 
Egyptian  Obelisk,  New  York,  69. 

Wars  of  the  world — Cost  in  lives  and  money 
l.S.55-1880:— Crimean,  150,000  lives  ;$1, 700,000,000. 
Italian,  45,030  lives;  $300,000,0011.  Sehleswig- 
Holstein,  3,000  lives;  $35,000,000.  American, 
Civil,  Union,  280,000hves;84, 700,000,000.  Amer- 
ican Civil,  Confederate,  520,000 lives;  .S2, 300, 000,- 
000.  Prussia- Austria,  Italian,  45,000  nves;.S330,- 
000,000.  Expeditions  in  Mexico,  Cochin-China, 
Morocco,  Paraguay,  65,000  lives;  !i!200,000,000. 
Franco-German,  France  155,000  lives ;  Germanv. 
60,01)0;  total  cost,  .$2,600,000,000.  Russia-Turko, 
225,000  lives;  ijl,  100,000,000.  Zulu-and-Atghan, 
10,(100  lives;,'i!50, 000,000. 

Frozen  Raspberry  Juice. — Mash  two  quarts 
of  red  rasplieiTies  and  cover  them  with  three  heap- 
ing cupfuls  of  granulated  sugar.  Let  this  stand 
in  a  warm  place  for  an  hour,  then  press  through 
a  cheeseclotli  bag  or  a  vegetable  press  to  extract 
all  the  juice.  To  this  add  the  juice  of  thi-ee 
lemons,  one  orange,  and  two  quarts  of  cold  water. 
Stir  well  together  and  freeze.  Some  persons  put 
a  spoonful  of  whipped  cream  upon  each  glass  of 
this  ice.  The  contrast  of  the  white  with  the  pink 
is  very  ]iretty. 

Directory,  June,  1903. — Town  Officers — 
Supervisor:  E  L  Huntington.  Town  Clerk:  N  D 
Hart  Justices:  W  C  Shumway,  W  A  Bobbins, 
Charles  House,  A  J  Rose.  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways: Grove  Halsey.  Trustee  Town  Hall: 
WL  Morgan.  Constables:  SL  Alexander,  W  S 
Sweetland,  Ira  Marks,  Levi  Dawley.  Poormaster: 
Robert  Aird.  Assessors:  J  E  Jones,  William  Buck, 
George  Patten      Collector:  Theodore  Green. 

A'rLTjAGE  Officers — President — George  H  Wil- 
son. Trustees:  Dr  S  M  Bennett  and  C  E  Hare. 
Clerk:  Alvin  Richardson.  Street  Commissioner: 
J  E  Baker.  Collector:  Joseph  Brown.  Treasurer: 
Charles  A  Peck.  Pohce  Constables:  Jasper  Cole, 
R  L  Houghton.  Board  of  Education :  President,  R 
H  Baker;  Secretarv,  Mrs  George  A  Davis;  JIrs  E 
S  Taylor,  Dr  C  W  Radway  and  J  W  Ladd. 

Coiu't  Crier:  W  .\  Tillapaugh. 

Postmaster:  W  H  Richardson. 

Eaih-oad  Agent :  A  K  ^latthewson. 

Express  Agent:  John  Porter. 

Clergy:  M  D  Sill,  Methodist;  George  Bayless, 
Presbyterian;  S  S  Bidwell,  Baptist;  J  W  Hawkins, 
Episoopal. 
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Attorneys:  T  W  Skinner;  George  H  Goodwin; 
J  A  Johnson;  C  I  Miller;  George  W  Bratlner;  W 
C  Sbumway;    R  L  Simons. 

Blink:  Tbe  Fii-st  National. 

Barl)prs:  M.  Jeft'ery;  Clmdwick  A-  .Mien;  John 
Freeman;  B  G  Bnck. 

Bieycle  Reimiriufj:  H  H  Dobsou;  Herbert  .\il- 
ams ;  J  C  Taylor. 

Billards:  W  H  Simons. 

Blacksmiths:  RL  Houghton;  (ieorge  Oonsene; 
Cbai'les  Sharp;  Alfred  Hollister;  Jaeob  Shan-a; 
Wm  Dillenbeck;  Wm  Oustin;  M  Maiiwareu. 

Bus  and  Baggage:  Lansing  i  Avery. 

Cartinau,  William  Fish. 

Canning:  (ieorge  Wilson. 

Carriage  Psiinting:  L  A  Whitney. 

Cheese  Buyer:  R.  H.  Baker. 

Creamery:  Rosemary  t'o. 

Coal  Dealer:  E  S  TaVlor;  Hartwell  &  GiU. 

Dentists:  H  W  Whitney:  A  C'  Liudsley. 

Evaporator:  (ieorge  A  Davis;  Henry  Cole. 

Flour  and  Feed:  W  H  ()sl)orii,  Charles  Everts. 

Foundry:  L  J  Clark. 

Harness:  Jacob  Brown;  (i  B  Cusack;  B  W 
Pond ;  M  Stone. 

Hotels:  Boyd  House;  Mexico  House. 

Insurance:  E  J  Parmelee;  George  Stone;  C  I 
Miller;  Edward  A  Hollister. 


Laundry:  Jed  Hager. 

Livery:  R  H  Green;  Elon  Van  Sickle. 

Lumber:  H  .\mes;  Stevens  Bros. 

^Merchants:  E  Hollister,  George  McDonald,  W 
^Iclntyro,  C  Hayden,  grocers;  Coe  \' Hogolioom, 
W  Bracy,  meats;  H  C  I'eck's  Son,  Cook  &  Jordan, 
('  E  Hare  .t  ('o,  E  Brown,  dvy  goods;  W  W 
Kingsley,  W  P  (iass,  furniture;  ,T  C  Taylor,  N  1) 
Hart,  drugs;  H  H  Dobsou,  Milo  Graves,  P  Didier, 
j.>weh-y ;  B  S  Stone  &  Co,  L  B  Ballard,  W  B  Pond, 
W  H  Norton,  hardware;  E  S  Taylor,  boots  and 
shoes;  Mrs  M  A  Barker,  books. 

Milliner;  Miss  Mauwareu;  Mrs  C  H  Everts; 
Jacob  A'  Longstreet 

^lonuments:  F  L  Kellogg;  George  Salladin. 

Painters:  Charles  Fellers:  Jesse  Stone;  Monroe 
(Jriftiu:  Daniel  Wyant;  M  Hemstreet. 

I'hotographer:  H  R  Huested. 

Printing:  Mexico  Independent;  The   ^lexican. 

Physicians:  CW  Radway;  S  M  Bennett;  (i  F 
Smith;  (ieo  P  Johnson;  J  H  Huntington;  ES 
Sami^son;  D  T  Stow;  T  J  (ireen. 

RestaiU'ant;  Myron  Stone. 

Shoemakers:  David  Dempster;  Tom  Pei)per. 

Stock  Farm:  Ira  S  Hosford;  A  S  Tubbs;  Wil- 
liam Bnck. 

Undertakers:  W  H  Penlield;  John  Porter. 

Veterinary  Surgeon:  F  Fowler. 

Wagons :  Miller  Spring  Wagon  Co. ;  B  W  Pond. 
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ollieers  N  V  .84-Road        7U 
Supreme  Court  7s 

Street  Views  3-7,17,18 


(See 


Skinner,  .\verv  l)l-T  W 

Smitli.  1)  &  L2ii-r)r  C.  F 
Scriba's  Patent 
Summits,      height 

Watersheds)  42 

State  Senators  21 

Show  W  ndow  9H 
Salmon  River  Liglit  House 

">7 — Earl   of  Selkirk  40- 

tien  Van  U  at  30 

Salmon  Fisliing  28 

Siildiei-'s  MonumenI  :12 

Supervisors  lU 

Surrogates  7r»— Special  7:t— 

First  Four  7:i 

Sheriffs  21 

Salt  Road  '<■'> 

Stevens  Hros  (!S 

Strawberries  8(J 

Towns,  erection  l-'i 

Texas  :-'7 

Town.  Silas  211 

'I'rusti'es  \'illage  ■'>7 

Thimble  Club  2.5 

Tryon  County  !<'< 

Taylor,  .1  C  ()i:  Son  7; 

Tiiomas,  F  A  st; 

rndergronnd  Station  IKI 

Vera  Cruz  Hi 

Voli',  N  V  Stale  '-H 

Widlwood  :i2 

Wolves  :t2 

\V  ( •  T  V  '•' 

W  R  C  l.'i 
Walersheds,  li't.  (s  a'  Sum- 

milsi4s— size  large  bodies sii 

Wliilnev's  Tavern  ■'>!( 

Wilson."G  H  22 

W<e.i.  Rev  T  A  81 

Whitnev.  H  W  71 

Wars    of    the    World  iH- 

.Vmerican  8(1 

Wright,  M  L  84 


^of<>'-  John  Truman  j^ 

Tot  a  first=class  Sh^vt  and 
Up'tO'date  lyair  Cut    -ff    iff 


3111  kinds  hair  work  done  to  order. 
Dempster  Block. 


Shop  In 


JAN    -  '9iir 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
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